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Preface 


The time-honoured history of Korea is marked by 
proud accomplishments. The Korean people's long 
history is a history of struggle and creation to defend 
their independence from the fetters of nature and 
society. 

Long years have passed since human beings came 
into existence on the earth. From the very beginning 
of their long history the Korean people formed the 
dominant racial stock, the tribal and national com- 
munity, consolidated it and stubbornly fought both 
internal and external enemies. Through their creative 
activities in the field of culture they contributed to 
enriching the treasure house of human culture. 

But the road traversed by the Korean people in the 
past was complicate and arduous. Especially, the Ja- 
panese imperialist colonial rule started from the early 
20th century brought heretofore unprecedented suf- 
ferings to our people. 

At this grave juncture a great sun of the nation 
arose. It was our great leader Comrade Kim II Sung 
who brought a new spring of national resurrection fo 
our people. He took over the leadership of the Korean 
revolution since the middle of the 1920s and brought 
the dawn of national liberation to our people who 
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were groaning under the cruel colonial rule of Ja- 
panese imperialism, led the arduous _ anti-Japanese 
revolutionary struggle to brilliant victory. 

Then came the country’s liberation in August 1945. 
Following liberation he founded the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea, a powerful socialist stale 
thriving and developing at the speed of Chollima. 

The present book deals with Korean history cover- 
ing a period from primitive society to the year of 
liberation from the yoke of Japanese imperialist col- 
Onial rule. This historical course is divided into several 
periods. The book gives a brief outline of each 
period. It also contains a short description of the peo- 
ple's major struggles and creative activities in its 
respective period. 

We will be very glad if this short course of Korean 
history is helpful to our close friends who give 
active support to and express sympathy with our peo- 
ple's revolutionary cause in understanding our 
history and further strengthening the bonds of friend- 
ship with our people. 


History Research Institute 
DPRK Academy of Social Sciences 


June 1976 


1. BEGINNING OF KOREAN 
HISTOR Y—PRIMITIVE STAGE 


1} Paleolithic Age in Korea 
(600,000 Years Ago) 


The long history of Korea coincides with the time 
when human beings settled on the earth. 

The great leader Comrade Kim !| Sung has said: 

“The Korean nation is a gifted nation with a long 
history and a brilliant cultural tradition.” 

The artifacts of the Paleolithic Age unearthed in 
our country prove that Korean history begins with the 
time when human beings came into existence on the 
earth. 

In Sangwon county some 40km_ southeast of 
Pyongyang is situated a site called Komunmoru. A 
fossiliferous stratum nearly 2.5 metres thick was found 
in the ruins of lime-stone grotto in this site. Animal 
bones half eaten by primitive men came from this 
deposit. 

Remains found there included scores of fossilized 
bones of animals such as field mouse living 
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in swampy land, hyena with short jaw and rhinoceros 
with two big horns that became all extinct more than 
100,000 years ago, and crude types of stone imple- 
ments. Each of stone implements weighs one kilogram- 
me or so. It seems that they were used for digging 
earth or cutting objects. A stoneworking technique 
and an analysis of animal bones support the view that 
those men who used these implements belong in early 
Paleolithic age about 600,000-400,000 years ago. 

The finds of Komunmoru village indicate that the 
inhabitants in those days were men _ at a time fairly 
distant from the time of the initial human settlement, 
but they were still in the stage of anthropus. They 
were primitive in social organization. 

In 1963 another Paleolithic site next to that of 
Komunmoru was discovered at Kulpori, Unggi county, 
North Hamgyong Province. The remains found in the 
lower reaches of the Tuman-gang River, the north- 
eastern tip of Korea, consist of two cultural strata. 
Finds from the first stratum belong’ in the Middle 
Paleolithic Age as long ago as about 100,000 years 
and those from the second stratum belong in the 
Late Paleolithic Age about 40,000-30,000 years ago. 

Artifacts found at Kulpori suggest that the settlers 
in this area were more advanced than the afore-men- 
tioned Komunmoru group. They learned to make 
choppers and knives by using sharp splinters of smashed 
rocks. They were also conversant with the use of fire. 
Instead of a cave life they adopted a tent life. 

The Kulpori group who had left their cultural 
relics in the first stratum were Homo _ neander- 
thalensis. They had already passed through the stage 
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of anthropus. Those who had left their culture in the 
second stratum were the people belonging to Homo 
sapiens very similar to contemporary men. They 
broke away from the primitive tradition and formed 
a matriarchal clan community. 

Fossilized bones of Homo sapiens in late Paleolithic 
age were also discovered on Mf. Sungri-san_ in 
Tokchon county, South Pyongan Province, in 1972. 

The discovery in our country of the remains of the 
Paleolithic Age shows that the Korean peninsula has 
every claim to being one of the oldest cradles of 
mankind. 


2} Neolithic and Bronze Ages 
in Korea 


The people born in this land at the early stage of 
the emergence of human beings developed the pro- 
ductive forces through the struggle to free themselves 
from the fetters of nature and they underwent a 
gradual transition toward the age of civilization follow- 
ing a law-governed process of social development. 

The Neolithic Age that followed the Paleolithic 
Age began in the fifth millennium B.C. A social spirit 
came to birth with a matriarchal clan community. 

Many clans, the ancestor of the Korean nation, 
were living in the vast areas covering the Korean 
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peninsula, with extensions into the basin of the Liao 
River, Northeast China. From early Neolithic age these 
clans adopted a settled life and their main occupation 
was agriculfure. At the same time, they engaged in 
domestic animal breeding and fish catching. This be- 
came known through the discovery of shell mounds 
widely diffused in the coastal areas of the Korean 
peninsula and dwelling places in the inland areas. 
Stone ploughs and sickles, unglazed earthenware, car- 
bonized grains, bone gimlets and fishing-net sinkers 
were discovered in the shell mounds in Kungsan-ri, On- 
chon county, South Pyongan Province and in_ the 
dwelling places in Chitap-ri, Pongsan county, North 
Hwanghae Province, and many other Neolithic sites. 
Houses were circular, rectangular or square in 
shape. Roofs were of conical or gable shape. On 
the remains of huts there still remain firebeds used for 
heating rooms, boiling or roasting something to eat. 
The cultural community of the Korean people in 
those days is confirmed by numerous Neolithic arti- 
facts uncovered in the Korean peninsula and in the 
area east of the Liao River, which include comb 
pattern and spiral and_ lightning stamped unglazed 
earthenware and polished stone axes of peculiar 
shape differing from those used in neighbouring areas. 
The Bronze Age in Korea began from the first half 
of the second millennium B.C. When males began to 
play a decisive role in expanded agricultural produc- 
tion and in the manufacture of productive implements, 
a matriarchal clan community gave way to a patriarchal 
clan community. Various farm implements and wea- 
pons of the Bronze Age—axes, daggers, spearheads 
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and arrowheads made of bronze and crescent-shaped 
swords, adzes, T-shaped hoes and star-shaped axes 
made of stone were found in Kumian-ri, Sadcng 
district, Pyongyang, and in Sinam-ri, Ryongchon 
county, North Pyongan Province. 

With the expansion of men’s productive activities 
and the growth of production, changes took place in 
the mode of life and customs. A primeval! cave life 
was replaced by a home life. Tombs also took varied 
forms—dolmen, stone-box and pit tombs. The polished 
pots came into wide use in the Bronze Age. They 
were of red or black colour. Our unique wares and 
tombs differing from those of the neighbouring areas 
show that the racial and cultural community of the 
Korean tribes grew with the passage of time. 

Twenty-one crescent-shaped swords and 12 axes 
and adzes were found in the ruins of nine houses in 
Soktan-ri, Songrim City, North Hwanghae Province— 
remains of late Bronze period. Many moulds used for 
casting bronze implements were discovered in 
Yonghung, South Hamgyong Province. Several big 
jars containing millet and sorghum were found at the 
dwelling places in Pomuigusok (Tiger Valley) in 
Musan county, North Hamgyong Province. 


These finds of the Late Bronze Age reveal that pro- 
duction further increased and surplus products came 
into being. Accumulation of the surplus product and 
introduction of a system of its inheritance—this was 
attended by a wide gap between the rich and the 
poor and led the community to disintegration. Tombs 
built in late Bronze period represent this gap which 
occurred within the frarnework of the clan community. 
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At Hsituanshan in Kirin, Northeast China, an area 
inhabited by our ancestors in olden times, there are 
many ancient graves. Some of them are provided 
with all manner of lavish objects and others with 
moor ones. At Unryul and Anak of South Hwanghae 
Province there are dolmen tombs. Some of them are 
of great size and others are small. The former was 
built for men of power. 

Many weapons and old sites of houses destroyed 
by fire are to be found in the remains of late Bronze 
period. This is indicative of the fierce wars fought 
among the tribes to obtain slaves and of the process 
of disintegration of primitive communal society. 

Through such a law-governed process of develop- 
ment, primitive society in Korea was gradually repla- 
ced by class society. 

Research into fossilized bones of primitive men 
discovered in our country suggests that from = an 
anthropological point of view the present-day Koreans 
who are blood-related to primitive types of men in 
Korea are a homogeneous nation of one stock. These 
primitive types of men belonged to one of the initial- 
type men in East Asia. The Korean nation was formed 
with today's Korea as the centre. Fossils of Homo 
sapiens found in the remains of the latter period of 
the Paleolithic Age on Mt. Sungri-san, Tokchon coun- 
ty, South Pyongan Province, show that they are one 
of our ancestors. 

The Koreans in antiquity, the ancestor of the Ko- 
rean nation, created a unique primitive culture through 
their protracted struggle to conquer nature in this land. 


2. KOREA IN ANTIQUITY 


1} Slave-owning States of Korea 
in Antiquity 


In the first millennium B.C., the ancestors of the 
Korean people who had gone through the process 
that conformed to the law governing primitive society 
set up three’ slave-owning kingdoms—Kochoson 
(Ancient Korea), Puyo and Chinguk. 


KOCHOSON 


The first ancient kingdom of Korea was Kochoson. 
According to the legend of state creation, more than 
4,300 years ago, Hwanung, son of the Creator, came 
to earth, accompanied by 3,000 men. He assumed the 
helm of state affairs. Under him were officials dealing 
with affairs of the safety of lives, punishment, virtue 
and vice, disease and whatnot. When he learned that 
a bear and a tiger wanted to transform into a human 
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being, he told them to eat wormwood and garlic and 
keep off sunrays for 100 days. The impatient tiger 
failed to become a human being because he violated 
his pledge. But the bear became a woman as he did 
as told by him. She was eager to get married. 
Hwanung breathed on her; she gave birth to Tangun, 
the legendary founder of Kochoson. It is said that in 
2333 B.C. he made Asadal his capital and named his 
country Choson. He ruled over the country for 1,500 
years and then became a mountain deity. 

This legend tells that the creation of Kochoson 
goes back very long years and that native and 
neighbouring tribes bearing the name of animals, 
while fighting against or uniting with each other, 
founded the state. In the stage of military democracy 
the chief of the tribe, as the military commander 
performing the functions of judge and priest, was call- 
ed Hwanung or Tangun. Hence this legend arose. 

Kochoson covered a wide area comprising the 
northwestern part of the Korean peninsula and the 
Liaofung area of China. Its capital was Wanggumsong 
in the Liao River basin. According to historical docu- 
ments, the name of the country ‘’Choson" became 
widely known abroad already in the 7th century B.C. 
Throuch the archaeological excavation it was made 
clear that Kochoson was a developed slave-owning 
state in the 8th-7th centuries B.C. It can be said that 
the legend concerning Tangun reflects the course of 
formation of states much earlier than that period. 

In Kochoson the king was the head of the state. He 
was assisted by such nobles as high  aristocrais, 
ministers, generals, scholarly men and a powerful 
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regular army. 

The population was divided into the ruling class 
that consisted of aristocrats or slave-owners, and 
henun or the well-to-do; and the ruled class compris- 
ing peasants who filled their own land, landless fiato 
who were the lower strata of the commoners, and 
slaves who were the lowest social strata. The supply 
of slaves was steadily supplemented by war captives 
and insolvent debfors. 


The “eight-point law on crime prevention” was in 
force. The law was aimed at repressing slaves and 
cemmoners and protecting the’ interests of slave- 
owners. Today only three articles are made known. 
They provided: 


1) Anyone who committed murder shall be put fo 
death. 


2) Anyone who injured someone shall compensate 
it with grain. 

3) Anyone who stole someone's property shall be 
made the slave of the victims. If he does not want to 
become his slave, he shall pay 500,000 strings of cash. 

The Kangshan tomb (8th-7th centuries B.C.) and the 
Loushang tomb (7th-5th centuries B.C.), tombs of 
Kochoson discovered in the southern tip of the present 
Liaotung peninsula, prove that a slave-owner had 
many slaves and that there existed a cruel system 
under which more than 100 slaves were buried alive 
around their master’s grave. 


The wide use of iron stimulated production. The 
remains uncovered at Pomuigusok (Tiger Valley) in 
Musan county are considered to be iron culture which 
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probably belongs in the period of the 7th-5th cen- 
turies B.C. 

Found there were ruins of houses and remains of 
different ages ranging from Neolithic to early Iron 
age. Exclusively iron articles such as ax, sickle, cres- 
cent-shaped adze, sword and fishhook came from 
some ruins of houses. 

The discovery at Musan, one of Korea's biggest ore 
mines, of iron objects used in the Iron Age has a 
special interest. These artifacts convincingly prove 
that the Iron Age in Korea was ahead of any other 
areas in East Asia. 

The use of iron tools created conditions for growth 
of production in various domains including agriculture 
and handicraft. Iron tools made it possible to reclaim 
and till a large tract of land, because their producti- 
vity was higher than that of stone or bronze imple- 
ments. The use of iron objects rendered it possible to 
easily process bronze material, timber and stone and 
make knives, spears, arrowheads and other weapons 
better. The development of iron culture laid a begin- 
ning to the involvement of more slaves into farm work, 
which led to further progress of production based on 
slave labour. This also enabled slave-owners to ac- 
cumulate large properties. 

Gorgeous gold horse-furniture and decorations are 
to be found in the artifacts of the Iron Age. This 
speaks of luxurious life of the slave-owners who amas- 
sed large wealth at the expense of slaves and common 
people. 

As iron gradually came into wide use and agricul- 
ture and handicraft developed, commerce with China 
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and other foreign countries increased. This is eviden- 
ced by the bulk of knife coins in the warring period 
in China (5th and 3rd centuries B.C.), which were 
discovered in northwestern Korea, that is, in the area 
north of the Chongchon-aang River and the Liaotung 
area of China, which formerly belonged to the land of 
Kochoson. According to documentary _ records, 
Kochoson shipped leather, clothes and fur goods to 
China in the 7th century B.C., and Chinese merchants 
frequented there for trade. The said knife coin made 
of metal was used for the enterprise of merchants in 
those days. 

Until the 3rd century B.C. Kochoson was widely 
known abroad as a state with a developed economy 
and culture. Afterward, her national power became 
weak gradually owing to incessant strife for supremacy 
within the ruling circles and class contradictions. 

In 194 B.C. an aristocrat called Man drove out King 
Chun by effecting a coup d'etat and he himself became 
the king. In 128 B.C. an influential local aristocrat rose 
in arms against the Man’s dynasty. Just around that 
fime, more precisely in 109 B.C., Han aggressors of 
56,000 men made armed incursions into Kochoson. 
But they were defeated by its soldiers and people in 
the western border area. The enemy's naval force 
7,000 strong also met the same fate. This enabled them 
to defend their capital When encountered’ with 
reinvasion in greater force, the cowardly bureaucrats 
attempted to surrender by killing King Ugo. The 
armymen and people, however, defended their capital 
for over one year under the command of Songgi, the 
then minister, giving massive casualties to the enemy. 
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But in 108 B.C. some aristocratic bureaucrats murdered 
the minister and capitulated to the enemy. Eventually 
Kochoson was extinguished by the Han aggressors. 


PUYO 


The Puyo tribe, one of Korea’s ancient tribes, 
founded a kingdom later than Kochoson around the 
5th century B.C. Puyo covered a vast area of the upper 
reaches of the Liao River and the basin of the Sungari 
River, Northeast China. 

A legend says that Haemosu, son of the Creator, 
came to earth and founded the Northern Puyo and his 
son Haeburu moved eastward and founded the 
Eastern Puyo at the order of the Creator. As we see, 
this kingdom had its name in various spellings as are 
recorded in old records—Northern Puyo, Eastern 
Puyo and Puyo. This is explained by the frequent 
shifting of her centre. 

The area of Puyo was wide and fertile. From its 
early days agriculture and stockbreeding took forward 
steps. Towards the 2nd century B.C. Puyo turned into 
a state with a well-organized administrative structure 
and a high level of culture. She brought a neighbour- 
ing tribe Upru under her control and expanded her 
territory step by step. Puyo with a developed stock- 
breeding had a ground force and powerful cavalry. 

In those days a Chinese historian wrote that Puyo 
was a rich country and she was never defeated by 
other countries since her foundation. This was af- 
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tributed to her developed economy and_ powerful 
military force. 

All power was in. the hands of aristocrats called 
"Ka" and homin, the upper strata of the common 
people. The commoners, iaio or poor people, and 
slaves were the targets of their exploitation. 

As in the case of Kochoson, there was a written 
law to defend the interests of slave-owners. This law 
provided that anyone who killed others shall be sen- 
tenced to death and his family members be made 
slaves and that anyone who stole the properties of 
others shall pay 12 times as much in compensation. The 
article stipulating that criminal’s family members would 
become slaves reflected the slave-owners’ desire to 
get as many slaves as possible. There existed a cruel 
system under which more than 100 slaves were buried 
alive around their master’s grave. 

The political system was based on the aristocratic 
democracy of slave-owners. 

Important national affairs and court days were 
decided upon at the aristocrats’ council called 
"Yonggo” which was convened in December every 
year. The matter pertaining to succession to the throne 
was also subjected to the approval of the aristocrats. 

In the early 1st century, there came a_ gradual 
decline in power due to increasing corruption in high 
places and people's struggle against the rulers. This 
led to the greater part of her territory being put under 
the control of Koguryo, a rising feudal state. Even 
after that Puyo was in existence as a state, but in 494 
she came under the complete control of Koguryo. 
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CHINGUK 


The ancient tribes living in the area south of 
central Korea founded Chinguk, a slave-owning state, 
at about the same time as Puyo. The greater part of 
the area south of central Korea was under her domina- 
tion. 

On the territory of Chinguk there were more than 
70 “small territorial states’. Even after her founding, 
Chinguk remained divided in three regions—Mahan, 
Pyonhan and Chinhan. In these’ regions aristocrats 
acted as lord and exercised domination over many 
inhabitants, forming an independent political force. 

Under the king there were different government 
posts such as sinji, komchuk and salhae. Side by side 
with a police force Chinguk had a powerful army. 

During the incursions of Han aggressors into her 
territory in the early 1st century Chinguk reduced 
some 1,500 war captives into slavery. 

Chinguk was favoured by mild climate and fertile 
land. So, rice cultivation was practised. Silkworm and 
cattle and other domesticated animals were added to 
the economy. Around the 2nd century B.C. iron came 
into wide use, with the result that the economy deve- 
loped still further. Metal culture and rice cultivation 
were introduced in Japan by the Chinguk people. 

Many people of Kochoson emigrated into Chinguk 
which bordered on the former. Around 194 B.C. King 
Chun of Kochoson who had been expelled through a 
coup d’efat came to Chinguk as an exile, accompanied 
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by many people. Just before the downfall of Kochoson, 
that is, in 108 B.C. Ryok Gye Gyong, who once served 
as a minister, came to Chinguk, taking with him people 
of more than 2,000 family units. 

In fact, Chinguk was becoming more ‘‘Kochoson” 
in the realm of culture as immigrants flocked in large 
numbers. And the fusion of culture and kinship betwe- 
en the inhabitants of the two regions was further 
promoted, Around the period before and after the 
Christian era Chinguk gradually began to decline 
owing fo the class struggle of the people and the 
advancement of local aristocratic forces and she was 
finally united by Paekje and Silla which made their ap- 
pearance as feudal kingdoms. 

The ancient tribes in Korea formed three different 
kingdoms and lived separately. But their languages 
and customs were almost the same and their consan- 
Quineous and culfural community grew strong day 
after day in the course of their cultural interchange 
and barter and mutual visits. 


2) Culture of Korea in Ancient 
Times Sheds lis Brilliance 
on the East 


The great leader Comrade Kim il Sung has said: 
“Our forefathers in ancient times created a resplend- 
ent culfure which ecntributed fo the flowering of fhe 
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civilization of the East.” 

The Korean people in ancient times created a uni- 
que and resplendent culture and went a_ long way 
toward the flowering of Eastern culture. 

Bronze pipa-shaped daggers, narrow brass dag- 
gers and mirrors with decorated designs excavated in 
large numbers in Korea and in the Liaotung area, 
China show the features peculiar to Korean culture in 
ancient times and the high standard of metal work- 
manship at that time. 

The pipa-shaped dagger is a 30-40cm long 
weapon used for killing enemies. Its shape looks like 
that of pipa, a Korean stringed instrument. Its peculiar 
shape and structure and geometrical and lightning 
patterns on its sheath are similar to the narrow bronze 
dagger which came into vogue in the closing years 
of Kochoson. 

The mirror decorated with designs is round and 
made of bronze. Its surface is elaborately polished. 
On the back is engraved delicate striped patterns 
painted on a triangle or a quadrangle. At the top of 
it is a protrusion through which to hold a string. 

Buckles wrought in gold thread and beads, and 8- 
finger-shaped bells adorned with decorations also 
testify to the excellence of Korean culture in ancient 
times. 

The Korean people in those days produced iren 
tools already around 500 years B.C. They turned out 
steel of high quality to make weapons and tools. An 
analysis shows that fhe iron axe used in those days 
contains a small percentage of carbon—only 0.7 per 
cent—and that heat treatment is admirable and its 
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intensity fs high, 

At a time when the people of many countries were 
still ignorant of the use of iron, Koreans at that time 
became informed about the sfeel making process. 

The culture of Korea in those days had profound 
effects upon neighbouring tribes and countries. 

Bronze articles ingenious to Korea in antiquity 
were found in Siberia. Narrow brass daggers, mirrors 
with decorated designs characteristic of Yayoi culture 
known as the beginning of Japan's metal culture, 
were unearthed in Japan. All these are rightly reco- 
gnized as related to those of Korea in antiquity. 

The developed culture of Kochoson can also be 
observed in literature and art. An old documentary 
record says that the people of Kochoson set songs to 
music and sang to konghu (a Korean musical instru- 
ment) accompaniment. Here is a partial text of a song: 


I told you, “Don’t cross the river, my lord!” 
But you went, against my wish. 

And you have drowned, 

How can I live alone in the years ahead? 


This song is said to have been composed by Ryo 
Ok, wife of a boatman. It expresses sympathy towards 
the working people who met with a tragic death after 
having been subjected to hard labour. This song 
achieved popularity among fhe Koreans In ancient 
times and spread even te China. 
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3. KOREA IN THE YEARS OF 
THREE KINGDOMS (ist Century 
B.C.—Mid-7th Century A.D.) 


1) Korea’s First Feudal Kingdoms 


The slave-owning society that lasted over a stretch, 
of several hundred years gave way to the feudal 
sociefy around the period before and_ after the 
Christian era. There appeared many feudal forces in 
the land of Kochoson, Puyo and Chinguk. The biggest 
ones of all those forces were Koguryo, Paekje and 
Silla. They absorbed the neighbouring forces and 
formed big kingdoms. The three kingdoms existed from 
the period before and after the Christian era to the 
7th century. In Korean history this period is called the 
period of Three Kingdoms. 


KOGURYO 


Out of the three kingdoms, Koguryo was founded 
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first. She was the biggest and_ strongest. In the first 
century B.C. the Koguryo tribe who had lived in the 
middle reaches of the Amnok-gang River, the land of 
Kochoson, formed a feudal kingdom consisting of 
allied feudal forces. 

The legend says that Chumong, founder of 
Koguryo, was born of an egg and that his father was 
son of the Creator and his mother was daughter of 
the king of dragon. He grew at the palace of the 
Kingdom of Puyo. As he was an expert archer and 
endowed with unusual talents from his very early age, 
he became the envy of the princes of the Kingdom of 
Puyo and was eventually reduced to a horse feeder at 
the king's palace. Later, informed of their attempt to 
kill him, he fled southward riding an excellent steed he 
himself had prepared beforehand, and there he found- 
ed a dynasty. Of course, the legend attaching to the 
founder of the kingdom sounds incredible. But through 
this fantastic story about the creation of the kingdom 
we can judge that the process of founding the King- 
dom of Koguryo points to close connections with that 
of Puyo. 

The Koguryo tribe was a tribe who had separated 
from Puyo and lived in the middle reaches of the 
Amnok-gang River. This tribe who had made rapid 
progress, inheriting the productive forces and culture 
of Kochoson and Puyo, entered the road of feudaliza- 
tion and founded Korea's first feudal kingdom. The 
first capital of Koguryo was Kugnaesong (now Chian 
in Northeast China). Big feudal forces in five areas 
guch as yonnobu, cholnodu, sunnobu, Rwannobu and 
kyerubu were credited with the feat of the foundation 


21 


of the kingdom, 

The creation of the Kingdom of Koguryo, a new 
feudal dynasty, marked an important landmark in 
beating off the Han aggressors and accelerating the 
collapse of slave-owning society. 

The political system was based on the aristocratic 
democracy. The king could not exercise monopolistic 
control. Important national affairs and_ trials were 
handled only in accordance with the resolutions adopt- 
ed at the aristocrats’ council. With the expansion of 
the territory and the growth of national power, the 
ruling system was readjusted and reinforced step by 
step. 

The king, Rochuga or royal aristocrats, faega and 
sanga or aristocrats and homin or upper layer of the 
common people belonged to the ruling classes. The 
ruled classes were composed of self-supporting pea- 
sants, the absolute majority of the population, haho or 
serfs and hired hands. 

The land and people gained in the course of 
unifying the feudal forces and expanding the territory 
came under the governorship of the state. Part of them 
was given out to dignitaries as their fiefs. As for the 
surrendering aristocrats, permission was accorded them 
to preserve their former authority and autonomous 
activity. This meant that within the state system there 
emerged a feudal lord system. But Koguryo was a 
virtually centralized feudal kingdem. Paekje and Silla 
followed the same pattern in the state system, 

After her foundation, Kogurye continued fo expand 
her territory. This was done threuch the conquest of 
the neighbouring feudal forces and ihe war fo arive 
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out Han aggressors from the former land of Kochoson. 
In 49 A.D. she advanced as far as Taiyuan of north 
China to deal heavy blows to Han aggressors. In 55 
ten castles were built in the area west of the Liao 
River to firmly defend her extended ferritory. In the 
early years of the Christian era, an area covering 
North and South Hamgyong provinces of today came 
under her domination. Later the basin of the Taedong- 
gang River across the River Chongchon-gang was 
incorporated in this kingdom. Her territory had a long 
stretch as far as the Taedong-gang River in the south 
and the East Sea in the east. 

Even after that, the Koguryo people continued with 
their struggle to regain the former land of Kochoson 
for centuries as her descendants. In_ this course, 
Koguryo sometimes suffered great losses in face of 
surprise attacks on the part of the aggressors, but the 
stubborn struggle of her brave people resulted in 
finally driving the Han aggressors out of the former 
land of Kochoson and completely recovering the area 
east of the Liao River in the early 4th century. In 
the early 5th century, the territory of Koguryo was 
expanded greatly. In the west she gained contro! over 
the Later Yen of the Hsienpei tribe and the Laiohsi 
region and in the south she occupied the bread area 
north of the Han-gang River by attacking Paekje. In 
410 she attacked Puyo and seized 64 castles and more 
than 1,400 villages, thereby expanding her northeas- 
tern territory as far as the basin of the Ussuri River. 

As seen above, Koguryo grew into a strong dy- 
nasty with wide territory and mighty military potential 
within a few centuries after her founding. The credit 
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for this was due to the martial spirit of her people. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung has said: 

“The peeple of Koguryo were possessed of strong 
constifufion and iron will enough fo overcome dif- 
ficulties, because they were fend of horse riding and 
archery and always hardened their bodies from their 
childhood.” 

In the course of their arduous struggle to trans- 
form nature and oppose the formidable foreign ene- 
mies, they came to acquire a habit of practicing arche- 
ry and a firm quality in life. 

Ailitary arts were encouraged in every way. In 
March every year a national contest of hunting and 
military arts was organized and those who had dis- 
played extraordinary proficiency in the contest were 
officially commended and taken into government 
posts. For their daily practice in military arts, they 
could fight bravely in all battles against the aggres- 
sors. Koguryo became a strong power and demon- 
strated her invincible might in the East. This owed 
entirely to her gallant and high-spirited people who 
were firmly equipped militarily. 

After she realized the recovery of her northwest- 
ern territory and grew into a mighty feudal dynasty, 
Koguryo transferred her capital to Pyongyang in 427 
in order to push forward the work of unifying Paekje 
and Silla. After that, she expanded her territory south- 
ward. Thus in the late 5th century, her southern fron- 
tier reached the line linking the Asan Bay on the West 
Sea and Uljin and Ullung-do Island on the East Sea. 

The wide, fertile land and the psople’s creative 
labour allowed the country fo increase agricultural 
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production and develop handicraft manufacturing and 
trade. The large-scale Anhak Palace and the Changan 
Castle (Pyongyang) and magnificent tombs with mu- 
rals of opulent splendor, built at that time, testify jo 
the fact that Koguryo became highly developed eco- 
nomically and culturally. 

The might of Koguryo could be seen in her close 
relations with many regions of China and her influence 
exerted upon Japan in the realms of economy and 
culture. Those Koguryo people who went to Japan 
formed a big political force there and greatly in- 
fluenced her in economic and cultural realms. Techni- 
cians cf Koguryo who had visited Japan imparted to 
Japanese counterparts how to produce Koguryo silk 
fabrics (Koma brocade) and how to tan leather. Tam- 
jing, a Koguryo monk in the 7th century, enabled 
Japanese to be given details about the manufacturing 
cf paper and_ black writing fluid, the construction of 
water mills and colour scheme. 

The murals in the Takamatsuzuka tomb unearthed 
recently in Nara Prefecture, Japan, are a striking 
testimonial to Koguryo’s political and cultural impact 
upon Japan. 

The concept thrashed out by Koguryo to unify the 
Three Kingdoms before and after the time of the 
transfer of her capital to Pyongyang was quite within 
the bounds of possibility. From the standpoint of his- 
torical development this task should have been under- 
taken by Koguryo because she was the strongest of 
the three kingdoms. This urged the rulers of Koguryo 
to maintain a strong national power and adopt an 
adamant attitude. But there occurred some change in 
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the situation from the latter half of the 6fh century. 
Increasing authority and concentration of wealth in 
the hands of the feudal lords on the heels of ter- 
ritorial expansion gradually gave rise to laziness and 
slackness. There was a mad scramble for power. This 
was aitencled by intensified repression of the people 
and this resulted in weakening national power. As a 
result, Koguryo failed to realize unification of the 
Three Kingdoms and the dynasty itself came to an 
end. 

In the period between the late 6th century and 
the early 7th century, Koguryo was subjected to re- 
peated large-scale invasions from Sui, a feudal dy- 
nasty which unified China, and Tang, a feudal dynasty 
which succeeded to Sui. At that time the patriotic 
people of Koguryo fought bravely, giving massive 
casualties to the invaders and thus defending their 
country with honour. But due to the losses she had 
suffered in the war that lasted nearly 76 years and 
the scramble for power within the ruling circles, Ko- 
guryo went fo ruin in 668 in face of the attack of the 
allied troops of Silla and Tang. 


PAEKJE 


Around the period before and after the Christian 
era the Kingdom of Chinguk became weak gradually 
and the autonomous local aristocrats grew into power- 
ful feudal forces. Paekje and Silla came to the front. 

Paekje formed a feudal kingdom around the Ist 
century, a little later than Koguryo. Kwangju (Kyong- 
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gi Province) south of the Han-gang River was set as 
her capital. According to the legend, Onjo, founder 
of Paekje, was the second son of Chumong, founder 
of Koguryo. As the eldest son, who was born when 
his father Chumong was in Puyo, came and succeeded 
to the throne, Ryuri Onjo, the second king of Kogu- 
ryo, moved to the area south of the River Han-gang and 
founded a kingdom. This legend is based on a histor- 
ical fact that Paekje was founded by a political force 
which broke off from Koguryo. | 

In fact, Paekje followed the Koguryo pattern. 
This is borne out by the fact that in Paekje the an- 
cestral rites were conducted at the shrine dedicated 
to Chumong and that the kingdom was divided into 
five administrative districts as in the case of Kogu- 
ryo. 
After her creation, Paekje annexed small territorial 
kingdoms. In 9 A.D. she conquered Mahan. From 
then onwards, the work of union continued in the 
Mahan region. 

In the mid-1st century the central government was 
administered by the ministers called ehwabo and 
ubo, For administrative purposes Paekje was divided 
into five districts in the capital and five communities 
in local areas. The intensified feudal system was ac- 
companied by the consolidation of the central admin- 
istration machinery in 260 A.D. In addition to 16 of- 
ficial ranks, under the king there were six govern- 
ment posts dealing with the royal court, finance, 
ceremony, security and criminal and military affairs. All 
official posts were held by aristocrats of Koguryo 
origin who emigrated from the north and by the na- 
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tive Mahan dignitaries. This was aimed at strengthen- 
ing her political foothold. 


Paekje had a powerful standing army. Five hun- 
dred soldiers were placed in each pu or district in 
the capital and 700 to 1,200 soldiers in each pang 
or community in local areas. A criminal law was in 
force. It laid down that: 


Traitors, murderers and those who retreated in 
battle shall be put to death and _ prostitutes and 
thieves shall be made slaves. 


Such repressive measures pursued double aims— 
externally, to protect the country from the encroach- 
ment of the foreign enemy and internally, to oppress 
the people. 


In Paekje, too, the political system was based on 
the aristocratic democracy. The king could not wield 
all powers over the state affairs; the appointment 
and dismissal of ministers were subjected to the ap- 
proval of the aristocrats’ body. 


Paekje succeeded in conquering local forces and 
placing their areas under the state control. But in her 
early years, she adopted a feodo-vassalitic system, 
i.e., a system under which local aristocrats were ap- 
pointed lords or kings and their autonomy was re- 
cognized. This system was applied even to the "small 
countries” founded in Japan by Paekje-lining aristo- 
crats. According to historical records, 28 townships 
were all under the control of the royal family and 
there were big aristocratic family units with eight dif- 
fering names. This indicates that there existed a feo- 
do-lord system under which local dynasties of vas- 
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salitic dignitaries were independent in their activities. 

Land and other properties obtained in the course 
of conquering the local feudal forces were given out 
among the royal dignitaries and officials as fiefs. The 
local lords and officials who had received fiefs provid- 
ed individual persons with land in order to reduce 
them to haho (serfs). A documentary record says 
that those belonging to the Aaho class had their own 
clothes and seals. From this it seems that they tilled 
the land on their own, but they were virtually the 
vassals of their lords. 


With the gradual expansion of the territory fol- 
lowing the founding of the kingdom, agricultural 
production increased, handicraft manufacturing and 
commerce developed and culture also flowered. In 
the early 4th century, Paekje turned into a_ strong 
kingdom with fertile, wide land stretching from the 
area of Hwanghae Province into the coastal area 
along the South Sea, Cholla Province of today. 


But confronted with Koguryo’s southward advance 
started from the late 4th century, Paekje lost vast 
land in the basin of the Han-gang River in 399. In 
475 she was compelled to transfer her capital to 
Ungjin (now Kongju in South Chungchong Province). 
Attempts were made to check Koguryo’s southward 
advance with the support of Silla and the Paekje-lin- 
ing feudal forces in Japan. 

At the time of King Munyong (501-523) a series 
of positive measures were taken to encourage agri- 
cultural production and reinforce the military poten- 
tial. This fended to strengthen national power, to 
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some extent. Affer her capital was fransferred to Sabi 
(now Puyo in South Chungchong Province) again in 
538, Paekje attained economic and cultural develop- 
ment to some degree and regained her lost territory 
in the lower reaches of the Han-gang River. 

But, by this time corruption of the court aristocrats 
and scramble for power within the ruling circles were 
becoming evident and this greatly reduced national 
strength. When the Tang aggressors invaded Puyo, 
3,000 court ladies in the royal palace plunged into 
the Paekma-gang River as so many flowers falling. 
The tragic story interwoven with Rakhwa-am (Rock of 
the Falling Flowers) shows the firm constancy of Ko- 
rean women and one aspect of increasing depravity 
of the royal court. 

The attack of allied troops of Silla and Tang 
brought Paekje to an end in 660. 


SILLA 


Silla situated on the southeast corner of the Ko- 
rean peninsula formed a kingdom around the 2nd 
century later than Koguryo and Paekje. 

She was a feudal force belonging to Chinhan, one 
of the three areas of Chinguk. Kyongju was her capi- 
tal. According to the legend, Hyoggose, founder of 
Silla, was born of an egg laid by a horse that had 
descended from heaven and he became the king aft 
the age of 13 on the recommendation of heads of 
six villages where the surviving members of Kocho- 
son were living. It was in 57 B.C. that he became the 
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king. Sclabol was the Silla’s first name. 

This legend tells that Silla was founded by the al- 
lied feudal forces in the six regions near Kyongju 
and that migrant aristocrats of Kochoson with advanc- 
ed culture were the main force in founding the king- 
dom. 

Silla reinforced her state structure in the course of 
conquering the neighbouring forces and expanding 
her territory. Inheriting the culture of Kochoson and 
the developed productive forces of Chinguk, she 
established a feudal system. As feudal lords, the 
aristocrats in six provinces had their own ferritory 
and army. 

In the course of conquering the neighbouring 
feudal forces and expanding her ferritory, permis- 
sion was accorded the surrendering elements to re- 
tain their former privileges and get estates. But for 
those who did not surrender arms were resorted to 
and their territory and people were put under state 
control. In both cases the inhabitants in those areas 
were reduced to slavery and they were the target of 
cruel exploitation. In the meantime there emerged 
new landlords from among fomin (rich men of com- 
mon birth) under the patronage of the state. 

In order to protect the feudal lord's undivided 
authority by law, aristocracy was graded in a formal 
hierarchy. This hierarchy was classified into five ca- 
tegories known as songgol, chingol, and the like. 
Songgol was of the highest grade. Those belonging 
to this category were able to be the king. Such a 
classification based on the social standing of their 
families was known as Rolpum system and this office 
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became hereditary. 

The hierarchy of civil service was classified into 
17 categories. Under the hierarchy the officials’ post 
was decided by these ranks. 

Kolpum classifying the social status of aristocrats, 
pumgye classifying the rank of officials and the gov- 
ernment posts were closely interlinked. Aristocrats 
of high social status were entitled to hold high of- 
ficial rank and government post. For example, the 
aristocrats with such social status as songgol and 
chingol were allowed to hold the official rank rang- 
ing from the first to fifth grade. With the enlargement 
of the feudal state machinery, the formal hierarchy 
also became more detailed. 

The aristocratic democracy was also introduced in 
Silla. A meeting attended by the king and officials of 
noble origin in each pu or ministry was called 
hwabaek. Important problems of the state were 
decided at this meeting. In its early days the king 
was elected at this meeting. Up to the time of the 
16th king of Silla Namul (358-401) the throne was 
succeeded by those of influential families in six min- 
istries with three surnames—Pak, Sok and Kim. 

Until the 3rd century, Silla held only the eastern 
area of Kyongsang Province and part of Kangwon 
Province. As her national power was very weak, Sil- 
la did not venture to come into conflict with Kogu- 
ryo and Paekje and sometimes she derived assistance 
from Koguryo. In the early 5th century she sent royal 
members to Koauryo as hostage and adopied a policy 
of allying herself with ii. 

Afterward, agricultural production increased and 
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handicraft manufacturing and trade made matked 
progress. In 531 repairs were undertaken on all dikes. 
Technically-exceilent industrial art objects were pro- 
duced in those days. Among them was a gold crown 
unearthed at Kyongju. And two big markets existed 
at Kyongju, capital of Silla. All these facts are indica- 
tive of a highly developed economy of Silla. 

The development of the economy was attended by 
harsh exploitation of the people. Towards the end of 
the 5th century postal stations with relays of horses 
and men were installed in major points of the country 
for transport and communication services. The year of 
505 saw the establishment of such administrative units 
as Chu (province), kun (county) and /iyon (sub-coun- 
ty). 

With the growth of her national power, Silla em- 
barked upon extending her territory in the early 6th 
century, taking advantage of Koguryo and Paekje 
fighting with each other. 

In 512, she seized Ullung-do Island on the East Sea 
by mobilizing her naval force, and in 523 annexed Kim- 
awankaya, a kingdom in the’ basin of the Rakdong- 
gang River. In 551 and 553 Silla’s boundaries were 
pushed to their farther limit, to the area in the basin 
of the Han-gang River formerly controlled by Paekje 
and Koguryo and new provinces were set up there. 

Silla began to take interest in the West Sea. She 
strove to develop diplomatic and trade relations 
with many states of China. This was prompted by her 
desire to dominate Paekje and Koguryo with the help 
of feudal forces of China. In 556 she seized the south- 
ern territory of Koguryo (now Anbyon area of Kang- 
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won Province). In 562 the Kaya Kingdom that remain- 
ed in the lower reaches of the Rakdong-gang River 
was finally absorbed by Silla. 

Thus her territory stretched from the southeast 
area of the Korean peninsula to its northern area— 
the basin of the Han-gang River and far to Riwon in 
Hamayong Province. 

Monuments built in commemoration of the local 
tour of King Chinhung (540-576), the 24th king of 
Silla, were found at Changnyong, South Kyongsang 
Province, on Pukhan-san Mountain in Seoul, and in 
the Hwangcho-ryong and Maun-ryong ridges of South 
Hamgyong Province. This testifies to the extended ter- 
ritory of Silla at that time. 

From the period before and after the Christian 
era to the 7th century A.D., the ancestors of the Ko- 
rean people lived under the rule of three feudal 
kingdoms. In this period the three kingdoms sometimes 
waged wer on each cther. It was due to the feudal 
lords’ ambition to get more territory. 

Troubled as this period was, blood-kinship grew 
thicker and thicker among the people of the three 
kingdoms with the same culture and the same blood. 
This is evidenced by the legends that Paekie was 
founded by a political force branched off from Ko- 
guryo and that the six villages inhabited by the sur- 
viving members of Kochoson were the central force 
in creating Silla. The people of the three kingdoms 
had almost the same language and culture. And there 
were mutual visits and close’ interchanges. In_ this 
course the cultural and blocd ties of the people of 
the three kingdoms daily became deeper and deeper. 
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2) Grandeur of Powerful State 


MONUMENT DEDICATED TO KING 
KW/ANGGAETO—SYMBOL OF 
POWERFUL STATE 


In Chian in Northeast China, the old capital of 
Koguryo, there stands a big stone monument, the 
symbol of a strong country, the country which had 
demonstrated its might in the East. It is the monument 
built in memory of King Kwanggaeto, a pride in the 
epigraphic history of the world. 

This monument was built in 414 when King Chang- 
su was taking the reins of government. Built in a move 
to immortalize the great accomplishments of his 
father King Kwanggaeto, the 19th king of Koguryo, 
this monument has suffered much from the action of 
time. But even today it stands majestically as a wit- 
ness to a powerful state. 

It is 6.34 metres high. Seen on its four sides is a 
1,800-lettered inscription showing Koguryo's royal 
family line and her national prestige. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung has said: 

“it was in the era of Koguryo that our nation was 
most powerful in the past hisicry ef our country.” 

At the time of King Kwanggaeto (391-412 A.D.) 
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Koguryo fully displayed her national glory at home 
and abroad. In those days she defeated the neigh- 
bouring tribes and expanded her territory north- 
westward and occupied 68 castles and over 700 vil- 
lages in the area north of the WHan-gang River. In 
400 some 50,000 horsemen mobilized on the request 
of Silla advanced as far as the basin of the Rakdong- 
gang River and annihilated the allied forces of Paek- 
je and Kaya and Japanese troops. Indeed, in those 
days Koguryo held sway over the vast areas stretch- 
ing from the Liaotung Plains in China to the whole of 
Korean peninsula; hence the off-used name King 
Kwanggaeto meaning the vast territorial expansion. 
The monument is one of the oldest and biggest monu- 
ments in Asia, so that it is a valuable relic serving as a 
major source of knowledge about the socio-economic 
conditions of Koguryo, the relations of the three 
kingdoms and the relations between Korea and Japan, 
all of which are hardly to be found in the documentary 
records. 


PYONGYANG, CAPITAL OF KOGURYO 


Pyongyang, capital of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea today, was the capital of Kogu- 
ryo at a time more than 1,500 years distant from our 
own. 

Koguryo which was founded with the middle 
reaches of the Amnok-gang River as her political 
centre expanded her territory as far as the areas 
along the Taedong-gang River. Beginning in the 4th 
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ceiitury she set about constructing a town in order 
to transfer her capital to Pyongyang, an advantageous 
place in view of political, economical and geographic- 
al respects. 

Before moving the capital from  Chian 
to Pyongyang in 427 a castle and a royal palace were 
built which would serve as a political, economic and 
military base to achieve the unification of the Korean 
peninsula. 

The transfer of capital nourished the shoots of 
further development of economy and culture, centred 
around the southern part of the country. It was an 
important factor that contributed to pushing forward 
a plan, conceived to unify the three kingdoms, and 
making her advanced culture swiftly penetrate into 
Paekje and Silla. 

After the transfer of her capital, Koguryo advanced 
southward. In 475 she occupied Hansong (Kwangju 
at present), capital of Paekje, and seized the lower 
reaches of the Han-gang River. In the north she con- 
quered Puyo in 494 completely annexing her territo- 
ry. Her territory now covered the wide area from the 
Ussuri River in the north to the lower reaches of the 
Han-gang River and Samchok of Kangwon Province 
in the south. 

The remains found in the Pyongyang Castle are 
a striking testimonial to the high prestige of Koguryo 
known as a strong country in the East. 

Originally, the Pyongyang Castle was situated in 
the Chongamdong area centring around the southern. 
foot of Mt. Taesong-san. 

The site of the Anhak Palace, the then royal pala- 
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ce, still remains at the southern foot of Mt. Taesong- 
san. The palace was surrounded by square castle 
walls each side of which is 622 metres long. And it 
had big castle gates on all sides. The royal palace 
had an area of some 200,000 square metres and 
magnificent buildings stood in line. Among them were 
large buildings (80mxX30m). The buildings were 
connected with each other by the roofed passages. 
Here and there in the garden were well-arranged 
artificial hills and lotus ponds. 

The pedestals and tiles unearthed at the site of 
the palace tell of the culture of Koguryo flourished 
a thousand and hundreds of years ago. 

Over 30 years beginning from 552 a walled town 
with a circumference of 15 km was built in the Chung 
and Oesong districts in Pyongyang today. In 586 the 
royal palace was transferred there and Changansong 
was the name of her capital at that time. In the wall- 
ed town magnificent buildings were erected and 
streets laid out in an orderly manner. There were 
military fortifications. The town was crisscrossed with 
streets 13 or 5 metres wide, presenting a picture of 
the chessboard. Remains of these streets speak of the 
then flourishing capital. 

On Mt. Taesong-san to the rear of the Anhak 
Palace there was a 7 km-long fortified wall which was 
built for the capital defence. In addition to twenty 
castle gates keeps were built at important poinis, so 
that the garrison commander could direct the opera- 
tions of the defence to beat off the enemy troops. 
Within the castle there were commanding posts, bar- 
racks, armories, warehouses for bringing in supplies, 
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more than 150 ponds and wells. The castle was used 
to provide against the enemy invasion. When inform- 
ed of the enemy invasion, soldiers and people in the 
capital quickly assembled in this fortification for de- 
fence. It was at this castle that the people of Kogu- 
ryo warded off Tang invasions and thus demonstrated 
their mighf. 

Pyongyang in those days built at the expense of 
the talented Koguryo people won fame as the capital 
of a strong country wiih a mighty national power and 
developed culture. 


3) Koguryo People’s Valorous Struggle 
against Aggression 


The continent of China which had suffered turmoil 
since the late 3rd century was unified by Sui at the 
close of the 6th century. During the first decade of 
the 7th century Sui was replaced by Tang. Both Sui 
and Tang were the powerful feudal kingdoms. They 
ceaselessly invaded many neighbouring countries. 

These two kingdoms regarded Koguryo as a 
dangerous rival and the latter became the main target 
of their aggression. 

After unifying the whole of China, Sui started war 
with Koguryo. But her armed _ incursions failed re- 
peatedly in face of the valorous struggle of the Ko- 
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guryo people. 

In 612 Sui reopened war, this time with a force of 
3 million troops composed of 1,138,000-strong combat 
units and other logistic units. The scale was a rare 
one in war history at that time. 

Confronted with this situation patriotism-inspired, 
illustrious general Ulji Mundok, the then army com- 
mander of Koguryo, mapped out an operational plan, 
aimed at stubborn defence of the Liaotung Castle 
and other stronghoids in the northwestern border on 
the Liao River line. This plan could stave off the enemy 
troops’ advance. 

Particularly noteworthy among the battles fo de- 
fend the Liao River line was the one on the Liaotung 
Castle. The enemy troops’ furious attacks lasted for 
scores of days but ended in failure each time, encoun- 
tered with the valorous counter-offensive on the part 
of the Koguryo troops. The same was true of battles 
on other casiles. 

Scared by this, the Sui troops tried to break through 
the Liao River line by part of their forces. 

The general quickly saw through this tactics and 
went to the enemy's camp, pretending to negotiate. 
He noticed that the enemy troops were experiencing 
a shortage of provisions and they were in low spirits 
from an exhausting war. Seeing through this weak 
point he worked out a clever tactics, aimed at the at- 
trition of the enemy's fighting power and at quick 
battles of annihilation by decisive counter-offensive. 
While decoying the enemy troops into the soil 
of Koguryo, the general made his small units fight bat- 
tles six to seven times a day to sap their fighting 
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power. 

The aggressors were decoyed by the Koguryo army. 
They were so tired and weakened that they could nof 
continue with their offensive campaign any longer. Ulji 
Mundok sent the following poem to the Sui army com- 
mander, playing a joke on him: 


Your clever tactics pierces the heaven, 
And your protean strategy moves the earth, 
Since you have won the day, gaining 

fame and name, 
We advise you to return home. 


Having received this insulting poem, the enemy 
commander grew furious. But the Koguryo army's im- 
pregnable defence compelled him to retreat. The Ko- 
guryo troops immediately started a pursuit battle with- 
out giving the enemy a breathing time. Meanwhile, a 
large unit which had been lying in ambush on the Sal- 
su River line, attacked the enemy troops, drove them 
into the water when they were crossing the river. Out 
of 300,000, only 2,700 men could manage fo flee. This 
battle on the Sal-su River line is recorded in Korean 
history as Great Victory on the Sal-su River. 

In 618 the rulers of Tang who had taken power 
after the ruin of the Sui dynasty also attempted to 
swallow up Koguryo. Some coward officials of Kogu- 
ryo tried to surrender in face of the ever-intensified 
pressure from Tang. Yongae Somun, 28-year-old 
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general, carried out a coup and disposed of more than 
100 officials, thus taking the highest government post 
called “Makriji’’. 

Now that all power was placed in his hand, he 
launched out on defence building. Then, the weight 
of offensive was thrown against Silla to prevent Tang 
and Silla from forming alliance. A resolute step was 
taken to imprison the envoy of Tang who interfered 
in internal affairs. 

In 645 the second emperor of Tang started inva- 
sion against Koguryo, personally leading hundreds 
of thousands of troops. Tang troops occupied the 
Liaotung Castle. They followed this up by advanc- 
ing to the Anshih Castle. Yongae Somun lost no time 
to dispatch reinforcements 150,000 strong there. But 
the rash act of their commander made them an easy 
prey to the enemy's trick and this doomed them to 
defeat. 

Even under the difficult conditions devoid of all 
outside assistance, the Yang Man Chun-led defenders 
of the Anshih Castle fought heroically, repulsing the 
enemy's repeated attacks on six or seven occasions 
a day. At night they launched surprise attacks on ag- 
gressor troops, throwing them into confusion. The 
Koguryo troops occupied mounds built for attack on 
the castle and routed the oncoming enemy troops. 
When the Tang emperor lost one eye in battle, hit by 
an arrow sent by a Koguryo soldier, he hurriedly as- 
sembled the remnants of his defeated troops and ran 
away. 

Soon after having this bitter taste the Tang empe- 
ror died of sickness, obviously caused by mental 
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agony over his crushing defeat. No attempt for war 
on Koguryo again—leaving these words behind him 
he was laid in his coffin. This is the episode about the 
aggressor’s ignominious defeat. 

Repeated signal victories over Sui and _ Tang's 
large-scale invasions were a demonstration of the 
might of Koguryo, taught the aggressors a bitter les- 
son and greatly raised the country's prestige extern- 
ally. 


4} Proud Culture in the Pericd of 
Three Kingdoms 


HERITAGE iN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE— 
ASTRONOMICAL CHART OF KOGURYO 


In Koguryo with a high standard of culture, 
astronomy also made significant headway. Already in 
the early 2nd century an astronomer called Iija 
made systematic lists of planetary motions and 
weather change. 

In Pyongyang there was an astronomical obser- 
vatory. A detailed astronomical chart was worked out 
on the basis of close observation of planetary 
motions. If was carved on a stone to hand it down to 
posterity. Chonsang Ryolcha Bunyajido, an 
astronomical chart of the spherical cosmos, worked 
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out in 1395, is preserved even foday. 

Seen on the empty spaces of this star chart are 
various explanatory notes and the geometrical 
interpretation. On the chart the celestial sphere is pro- 
jected on the plane surface with the North Pole 
placed in the centre and 1,467 stars are drawn on 
282 constellations and their positions are shown pre- 
cisely. Also visible on this chart are the equatorial, 
zodiacal and Arctic circles as well as _ circles of 
longitude end mysterious Milky Way. Along with the 
star charts drawn on the ceilings of the tombs with 
mural paintings of wrestling and dancing built in the 
years of the Koguryo dynasty, this star chart shows 
that astronomy had a high development in the period 
of that dynasty. 


KOGURYO TOMB MURALS 


The people of Koguryo added an immortal cha- 
pter to the history of culture of our nation by creating 
a splendid culture conducive to the treasure house of 
human culture. 

This is confirmed by many achievements in dif- 
ferent domains—science, technology, literature, art, 
etc. 

What holds the foremost place in the fine arts in 
the period of the three kingdoms is the Koguryo 
tomb murals. In this respect it is safe in saying that 
these mural paintings can be called the cream of the 
culture created by the talented people of Koguryo. 

These tombs are to be found around Chian, the 
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old capital of Koguryo, in the basin of the Taedong- 
gang River and in the areas of Hwanghae Province. 
Many tombs contain mural paintings and more than 
50 tombs discovered so far are already known for 
murals. Typical of those are Anak Tomb’ No.3, 
Susanri Tomb and three tombs in Kangso. 

Anak Tomb No.3 in Anak county, Hwanghae 
Province, is the tomb of a Koguryo king which was 
built in the middle of the 4th century. 

This tomb is composed of four big chambers, a 
long gallery and a stone gate, supported by quad- 
rangle and octagonal columns. It is reminiscent of a 
magnificent underground palace. The walls of all the 
chambers and gallery are built with well-trimmed big 
stones and the ceiling is supported by parallel trian- 
gular or parallel rafters. Murals found inside this tomb 
are awesome in size and diverse in themes. Painted 
on the walls in the gate and in the front chamber are 
guardians of the king, scenes of wrestling, dancing 
and musical performance. Portrayed on the wall of 
the west chamber are plump faces of the deceased 
couple, indicative of their pompous life, attended by 
subjects and court ladies in a gorgeous chamber. 
Pictures of kitchen, butcher's shop, well, cowshed, 
stable and garage are to be found in the east cham- 
ber. Seen on the long wall of the gallery is a fresco 
of a parade of 250 men guarding the king—civil of- 
ficials and military officers on horseback, soldiers 
armed with various types of weapons, a musical band 
and acrobats. Anak Tomb No.3 is regarded as the 
largest and richest in themes among the Koguryo 
tombs so far known. 
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The three tombs in Kangso are also the best ones 
in the Koguryo tomb murals. 

The tombs in Kangso county, South Pyongan 
Province, were built around the 7th century. They are 
classified as big, middle and small in size and each 
tomb has one chamber built with big trimmed stones. 
Murals are only to be found in the tombs of big and 
middle size. 

Four walls are decorated with murals of fantastic 
animals, symbolic of guardians—chujak or Red 
Phoenix, on the south wall, Ayonmu or Tortoise- 
Serpent, on the north wall, chongryong or Blue Dragon, 
on the east wall, and paekho or White Tiger, on the 
west wall. Painted on the ceilings and upper parts of 
walls in the two tombs are flying angels, cloud and 
arabesque and lotus and _ grotesque animals. From 
the Kangso three tombs we can see the highly deve- 
loped architecture and_ painting in the period of 
Koguryo. 

Here we come across murals with expressive tou- 
ches showing the Koguryo people's artistic talents 
and their strong and sturdy character. So, these tombs 
might well be called underground palaces of fine 
aris. 

A first characteristic of murals of tomb chambers 
in the period of Koguryo can be seen _ in 
the vivid and true portrayal of all themes. Paintings 
contain scenes of horsemen hunting roe deer and 
tiger, a warrior driving his armour-clad horse into the 
castle to destroy the enemy, two Herculean men in a 
wrestling bout and a grand procession escorting the 
king and other paintings—these are an epitome 
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representing the militant spirit of the people of 
Koguryo and her great power. A painting which 
depicts beautifully decorated ladies wearing the 
traditional costumes—variegated silk jackets and 
flowing, full-length pleated skirts—and a_ picture 
which describes dancers dancing to cheerful music— 
these are rightly regarded as exquisite works lending 
a feeling of true life and full of artistic effect. 

A second characteristic is that their line drawing 
is lively, soft and elegant. Paintings of Tortoise- 
Serpent, Blue Dragon and White’ Tiger give so 
powerful, skilful brushwork to the character and 
movement of ferocious animals that one can almost 
see them right now jumping at him with a terrible 
roar. 

The painting of imaginative flying angels drawn 
with graceful and soft touches is so impressive that 
one feels like seeing figures vibrant with life lightly 
flying in the sky with their flower-patterned garments 
fluttering in the breeze. 

A third characteristic is especially manifest in the 
fact that they suffered from the action of time, a 
thousand and hundreds of years, but still preserve 
the original brilliance of colour. The paintings, pro- 
bably drawn by the medium of mineral pigments, 
have suffered much from moisture and subterranean 
waters in the dark tombs for a long period but they 
still retain the original colour of great liveliness and 
freshness. 

Certainly the decorative power displayed by the 
Koguryo people is undeniable, and they left a full 
record of a remarkable artistic capacity in the history 
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of the world's ancient pictorial art. 


CHOMSONGDAE, ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY 
IN KYONGJU 


In Kyongju, capital of Silla, there are remains of 
Chomsongdae, astronomical observatory, _ illustrating 
good evidence of a developing astronomy in_ that 
time. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung has said: 

“In the first half of the 7th century our ancestors 
already built Chomsongdae, the world-famous 
astronomical observatory, thus greatly contributing io 
the development of meteorology and astronomy.” 

This observatory built in the first half of the 7th 
century is believed to be the oldest among those 
now remaining on earth. It is a splendid tower-typed 
structure piled up with quadrilaterally trimmed stones 
circularly on the square’ pedestal, ifs upper part 
gradually becoming smaller in size. The whole pile 
is topped by square-shaped double stone frames. It is 
9.17 metres in height and 5.2 metres in diameter at the 
bottom. 


The middle of the structure facing the south is 
furnished with one square metre hole, through which 
to climb to the top with the help of ladder. 

Each side of the pedestal is 6 metres, which 
indicates four directions, north, south, east and west. 
The observatory takes the form of flower vase, giv- 
ing an admirable symmetry. No gluing agent is used 
in piling up stones. More than 1,300 years have 
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elapsed since its erection, but it still stands majesti- 
cally. 

For the observation of weather conditions and 
movements of heavenly bodies, various instruments 
were housed at the top of this observatory tower. 
Astronomical and meteorological observations were 
very elaborate and this is proved by a catalogue of 
solar eclipse, lunar eclipse, comet, meteor and par- 
ticular meteorological phenomena. Chomsoncdae is 
a treasured cultural relic illustrating a developed 
astronomy and architecture of Silla. 


SPLENDID GOLD CROWN 


In the period of the three kingdoms kings wore 
gold crown to show the highest sign of imperial 
dignity as a symbol of the highest representative. 

Crowns were found in Silla and Paekje kings’ 
tombs. Crowns vary in shape. The most magnificent 
crown is the one discovered at a tomb in the vicinity 
of Kyongju. 

The crown made. of pure gold, consists of inner 
and outer frames. Its hoop is made of thin gold plate. 
The crown is 44.5cm_ in height and 18.5cm in 
diameter. The hoop of outer frame, spherical in form, 
is edged with flower-shaped excrescences. Fastened 
to each side of the headpiece of inner frame are two 
feathered plates with patterns. Outer and_ inner 
frames are richly studded with petal-shaped small 
pearls and jade-green beads. So, when the crown Is 
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touched with the hand they sound sweet, radiating 
dazzling light. 

The gold crown’ was in use to mystify the king, 
the supreme ruler of the feudal state. Though it is 
soaked with the sweat and blood of the masses of 
the people the crown is a treasured relic vividly 
showing the high level of metal workmanship and 
artistic talents of the people in the period of the three 
kingdoms. 


TOMB OF KING MUNYONG 
IN THE PAEKJE DYNASTY 


Culture of Paekje also had a high development 
like Koguryo and Silla. But when the kingdom was 
ruined in face of the Tang invasion, many cultural 
relics were perished and looted. Very few, therefore, 
remain now. 

The remains discovered in the tomb of King 
Munyong (501-523), the 24th king of Paekje, which 
is situated in Kongju county, South Chungchong 
Province, clearly indicate the high standard of 
Paekje culture. 

Unearthed from this tomb were _ fragmentary 
ornaments attached to a pair of gold crowns, gold 
earrings, a gold hairpin, bracelet, crooked beads 
and many other relics—88 kinds and 2,560 pieces. 
The tomb stone with an inscription suggests that the 
erection of this tomb can be fraced to 515 when the 
king was living. Particularly noteworthy among the 
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relics unearthed from the tomb are ornaments of the 
two gold crowns worn by the king and his wife and 
the gold earrings used by the queen. 

These ornaments are somewhat distinguished from 
those of Silla in shape and in the technical aspect of 
ornamentation. They look like beacon flares and the 
hoop is made of the gold plate with an arabesque 
epenwork design resembling the flares. Petal-shaped 
thin gold thread pendants hang down in the front side 
of the crown used by the king. This adds a great deal 
to the effect of colour and sound. Therefore, as the 
king walks or moves, pendants might have’ emitted 
sweet sound, radiating dazzling sparkle. In the centre 
of the queen's crown ornament is a relief decorated 
with lotus patterns instead of pendants. 

The technical aspect of ornamentation revealed in 
the crown ornaments discovered in King Munyong'’s 
tomb is almost the same as the openworking seen 
from crown fragments from the Koguryo excavations. 
This shows that the two kingdoms enjoyed close con- 
tacts in the realm of culture. 

Gold earrings excavated from this tomb together 
with the ornaments of gold crowns, are one of the best 
works showing the high standard of metalworking in- 
dustry of Paekje and the noble taste of her people. 
The earring is made of gold thread with many petal- 
shaped gold plate fragments and green beads fastened 
to it. Besides, three bronze mirrors, five knives and 
other bronze articles, and many beads were excava- 
ted in this tomb. 

The finds from King Munyong’s tomb give us an 
idea of the riotous life the feudal rulers of Paekje 
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lived at the expense of the people and, at the same 
time, point fo the thriving culture in those days. 
Pagodas and Buddhist images of Paekje_ re- 
maining up to now, as well as Buddhist femples and 
images, paintings and industrial art objects in the Asu- 
ka period of Japan which were made with the help 
of Paekje technicians—all this bespeaks that Paekje 
culture made ifs way to wide areas with great impact. 
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Stone implements uncovered in Komunmoru 


Star-shaped ax, spindle, crescent-shaped 
sword and stone ax in the Bronze Age 


Gold and bronze ornaments with openwork designs 


Weapons used in the period of Kochoson (Ancient Korea) 


Koguryo tomb mural: Hunting (4th century) 
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Star chart 


Mural of a tomb chamber in Kangso: Hyonmiu 
or Tortoise-Serpent (7th century) 


Mural in Anak Tomb No. 3: The Deceased (4th century) 


Gold crown 


Chomson g- 
dae, astronomic- 
al observatory 
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The eighty thousand wooden blocks used 
to print the complete Buddhist literature 


Metal type 


Koryo celadon: Vase 
with a pattern of chil- 
dren 


Bottle with a lotus design 
done in intaglio 


4. KOREA IN THE PERIOD OF 
SILLA AND PALHAE 
(Late 7th Century—EHarly 
10th Century) 


1) Silla and Palhae 


SILLA 


The feudal lords of Silla brought in Tang troops in 
an attempt to unite Paekje and Koguryo and de- 
feated Paekje in 660 and Koguryo in 668. Drawing 
foreign aggressive forces in unification enterprise had 
cost the procress of Korean history very dearly. 

After defeating Paekje and Koguryo, the Tang in- 
vaders who joined in an annexation war taking ad- 
vantage of Silla ruling circles’ policy of depending on 
outside forces, tried to put their territories under com- 
plete control. This compelled the people of the three 
kingdoms to fight Tang adventurers, which continued 
till the close of the 7th century. 

By virtue of the people's stubborn struggle Silla was 
able to expel the Tang adventurers from the Korean 
peninsula. But she did not annex the whole of penin- 
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sula. Only the area south of the River Taedong-gang 
came under her conirol. 

Following a protracted war, agriculture, handicraft 
manufacturing and commerce began to develop from 
the 8th century due fo the efforts of the industrious 
people. 

Vast tracts of waste land and abandoned land were 
reclaimed to increase arable land and reservoirs were 
built. This stimulated agricultural production. The de- 
velopment of native craft resulted in manufacturing 
large metal bells of Hwangryong-sa and Pongdok-sa 
temples, each weighing 120,000 kun or 72 tons, and 
producing silks embroidered with flower patterns and 
other textiles. 

Home trade began fo flourish. In the capital city, 
Kyongju, four big markets existed. Here various na- 
tive products were exchanged. 

Trade relations were close with Tang, Palhae and 
Japan. 

Silk and hemp, gold and silver articles, various 
articles of industrial art, insam and other medicinal 
roots were shipped to various countries and these 
goods enjoyed great popularity. Many Silla tradesmen 
made their way into Tang and erected their own set- 
tlements for trade activity. 

In the 9th century the naval and trade bases were 
built in Chonghaejin, the present Wando in South 
Cholla Province. There were more than 10,000 troops 
and hundreds of warships and merchant vessels. At 
that time it had command of the West and South seas 
and it established monopolist control of trade with 
Tang and Japan. 
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At the close of the 7th century nine provinces and 
five towns were set up as local administrative districts 
to govern the extended territory and the growing po- 
pulation. 

In order to strengthen the class foundation of the 
feudal state the land gained in the annexation war 
was given out among officials of noble birth in the 
name of sajon or individually-owned land and sikup or 
fief. In 687 there appeared a system whereby land was 
given out according to official rank. In 722 the state 
introduced a system whereby a definite portion of 
land was divided into able-bodied agriculturalists who 
were obligated to undergo military service and cor- 
vee. The aim was to bind up peasanis in fetters of 
land and allow the state to secure the direct source 
of exploitation. 

In the 8th century culture became prosperous in 
harmony with economic procress. In those days the 
Sokguram Grotto and the Pulguk-sa Temple, the pride 
of Silla culture, were built. Craftsmanship in metal cast- 
ing touched new heights. Big bells and images of Bud- 
dha were manufactured. 

With the growth of national power and the 
strengthening of the feudal rule, Kyongju, capital of 
Silla, turned into a large city with 178,900 family units, 
thus becoming one of the biggest cities in the world. 

Since the 9th ceniury vast tracts of land and people 
passed into the hands of big feudal aristocrats and 
temples. This led to disorder that attended the break- 
down of state landownership, accelerating the im- 
poverishment and ruin of the peasant masses. 

Aristocrats’ revolts against the Silla dynasty took 


sy) 


sula. Only the area south of the River Taedong-gang 
came under her control. 

Following a protracted war, agriculture, handicraft 
manufacturing and commerce began to develop from 
the 8th century due to the efforts of the industrious 
people. 

Vast tracts of waste land and abandoned land were 
reclaimed to increase arable land and reservoirs were 
built. This stimulated agricultural production. The de- 
velopment of native craft resulted in manufacturing 
large metal bells of Hwangryong-sa and Pongdok-sa 
temples, each weighing 120,000 kun or 72 tons, and 
producing silks embroidered with flower patterns and 
other textiles. 

Home trade began fo flourish. In the capital city, 
Kyongju, four big markets existed. Here various na- 
tive products were exchanged. 

Trade relations were close with Tang, Palhae and 
Japan. 

Silk and hemp, gold and silver articles, various 
articles of industrial art, insam and other medicinal 
roots were shipped to various countries and these 
goods enjoyed great popularity. Many Silla tradesmen 
made their way into Tang and erected their own sef- 
tlements for frade activity. 

In the 9th century the naval and trade bases were 
built in Chonghaejin, the present Wando in South 
Cholla Province. There were more than 10,000 troops 
and hundreds of warships and merchant vessels. At 
that time it had command of the West and South seas 
and it established monopolist control of trade with 
Tang and Japan. 


o4 


At the close of the 7th century nine provinces and 
five towns were set up as local administrative districts 
to govern the extended territory and the growing po- 
pulation. 

In order to strengthen the class foundation of the 
feudal state the land gained in the annexation war 
was given out among officials of noble birth in the 
name of sajon or individually-owned land and sikup or 
fief. In 687 there appeared a system whereby land was 
given out according to official rank. In 722 the state 
introduced a system whereby a definite portion of 
land was divided into able-bodied agriculturalists who 
were obligated to undergo military service and cor- 
vee. The aim was to bind up peasants in fetters of 
land and allow the state to secure the direct source 
of exploitation. 

In the 8th century culture became prosperous in 
harmony with economic procress. In those days the 
Sokguram Grotto and the Pulguk-sa Temple, the pride 
of Silla culture, were built. Craftsmanship in metal cast- 
ing touched new heights. Big bells and images of Bud- 
dha were manufactured. 

With the growth of national power and the 
strengthening of the feudal rule, Kyongju, capital of 
Silla, turned into a large city with 178,900 family units, 
thus becoming one of the biggest cities in the world. 

Since the 9th century vast tracts of land and people 
passed into the hands of big feudal aristocrats and 
temples. This led to disorder that attended the break- 
down of state landownership, accelerating the im- 
poverishment and ruin of the peasant masses. 

Aristocrats’ revolts against the Silla dynasty took 


oo 


place in succession. Major landmarks in the struggle 
were the revolt in 822 organized by Kim Hon Chang, 
a provincial governor, and the revolt in 846 led by 
Chang Bo Go, Chonghaejin governor. 

Corruption of noblemen and political and social 
disorder reached a climactic point. There followed the 
stepped-up exploitation and oppression of the masses 
of peasants. Peasant revolts broke out in different 
places. In 896, the rebellious peasants in the areas 
along the West and South seas advanced to the out- 
skirts of Kyongju. These peasant troops put on red 
trousers, symbolic of solidarity. Hence the name of 
the red trousers’ rebel army. 

Under venal leadership at the top circles, local 
feudal forces frequently broke out in rebellions. Some 
feudal forces utilized peasant uprisings for extending 
their influence. Those insurgents who placed under 
their control wide areas and other feudal forces by 
resorting to trickery and war, built their own kingdoms. 

In 900 Kyon Hwon built Later Paekje in the present 
Kwangju, South Cholla Province, and in 901 Kung Ye, 
a descendant of the Silla royal court, set up a kingdom 
called “Taebong"” in Cholwon, Kangwon Province. 

In the history of Korea the weakened Silla, Later 
Paekje and Taebong are known as the Later Three 
Kingdoms. Even after the Taebong kingdom was re- 
placed by Koryo in 918, Silla and Later Paekje stood 
opposite with each other over a period of 10 years. 
In 935 King Kyongsun, the last king of Silla, who 
lacked in ability to govern the country, surrendered 
himself to Koryo. Thus the Silla dynasty came to an 
end. 
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PALHAE 


Even after Koguryo ceased to exist in 668, the 
anti-Tang struggle waged by the surviving members 
of Koguryo continued in the areas north of the 
River Amnok-gang. The Koguryo general Tae Jo Yong 
organized a people’s struggle against the Tang in- 
vaders in the Liaotung area, pushed on them into 
the west of the Liao River and set up the kingdom of 
Palhae in 698. He made his first capital at Tongmo- 
san (now Tunhua in Northeast China) and then moved 
it to Sanggyongryong Chonbu (Toungkingcheng). 

The area south of the River Taedong-gang passed 
under the control of Silla and the area north of that 
river was absorbed by Palhae that succeeded to Ko- 
guryo. This meant that the former territories of the 
Three Kingdoms were completely regained. 

The people of Palhae were made up of the Kogu- 
ryo people and the Malgal tribe who had lived in 
the territory of Koguryo from the outset. Foremost 
among the top circles of the ruling apparatus were 
those of Koguryo origin. 

Palhae soon became a strong kingdom because 
she inherited the developed economy and culture 
of Koguryo. 

In 732 in order to frustrate the attempted aggres- 
sive design of Tang, the naval troops of Palhae 
landed at Tungju (now Penglai) of the Saniung penin- 
sula and slew its governor. After defeating the guard 
troops they withdrew quickly. Such preemptive 
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strike by a naval force of Palhae originated with the 
traditional tactics employed by the Koguryo people. 

After its establishment, Palhae soon secured a 
wide territory. It was bordered on the south by Silla 
with the Chongchon-gang River and Anbyon as a 
demarcation line; the Liao River separated it from 
its western neighbours—Tang and Khitan; and it faced 
the lower Sungari River in the north and_ the 
East Sea in the east. 

Immediately after its foundation it set about re- 
organizing its ruling machine—military system. The 
central administration consisted of three ministries, the 
highest government organ, whose function was to 
draft the king's order, issue it, guide its implemen- 
tation and deliver opinions, and six departments, the 
executive ergan. The local administration was divided 
into 5 kyong (districts), 15 pu (sub-districts) and 62 
chu (counties). All these were aimed to dominate and 
plunder the people. The capital tad five military 
units. The local troops were under the command of 
the respective local governor. The Palhae army was 
very strong because it carried forward Koguryo’s 
militant spirit. If was said that three men of Palhae 
were enough fo catch a tiger without weapons. 

Endowed with vast fertile plains, the inhabitants 
were occupied mainly with agriculture. They also 
practised a stockbreeding, hunting and fishing eco- 
nomy. The development of craff was noteworthy. Fur 
goods of fair quality, gold and silver articles and 
potteries were special products of Palhae. Many of 
these goods were exported. The brownish porcelain 
used as tray which was exported to Tang in 831 
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had a capacity of 0.5 som (one som is 4.9629 
bushels), but its weight was as light as fur. This tes- 
tifies to the technical excellence of porcelain in that 
period. 

As the relations with Tang became normalized, 
Palhae sent its students to Tang for scholarly research 
and carried on trade briskly. It had almost no rela- 
tions with Silla in the south but generally enjoyed 
good relations with Japan across the sea. Several 
hundreds of Palhae envoys crossed the sea at a 
time and they had favourable effects upon the dev- 
elopment of culture there. 

At that time Palhae had a wide territory, devel- 
oped economy and culture and strong army. So, she 
was known by the name of “Haedong Songguk”, or 
a flourishing empire in the East. 

But from the latter half of the 9th century the 
country was rapidly reduced in strength owing to 
moral corruption in ruling circles and social contra- 
dictions. 

In 926 it was conquered by the Khitan tribe, a 
nomadic tribe, that established a dynasty in the area 
of the upper reaches of the Liao River. 

Since then many surviving members of Palhae 
moved to Koryo. 
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2) Culture of Silla and Palhae 


LONG JOURNEY 


From the 8th century trade and cultural inter- 
change between Silla and Tang became brisk. Many 
of merchants and students of Silla visited Tang. 

Hyecho, Silla man of the 8th century, was the 
best-known traveller, with few or no equals at that 
time. While making studies of Buddhism in Tang, he 
decided to visit India, the cradle of Buddhism. In 719 
he started on a journey on board a trade ship and 
got to India by sea. Hyecho travelled widely in dif- 
ferent parts of India and went on pilgrimages to 
Kashmir, Gandhara and other’ regions, and finally 
reached Syria, a territory of the Eastern Roman Em- 
pire, via Persia (Iran) and Arabia. 


He started on his way home there and returned 
home in 727 via the Sinkiang area, China. Before re- 
turning home he passed through more than 10 coun- 
tries in Central Asia and crossed over the Pamirs 
called the roof of the world, and the Plateau of 
Tibet. 

During some 10-year journey he covered more 
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than 40,000 kilometres. The course of journey was 
attended with all difficulties—severe hot and cold, 
wild beasts and endemic diseases, hunger and _ fati- 
gue. He made public his book “A Trip to India", a 
record of personal experience gained during the pe- 
riod of his journey. The book, rich in content, was 
written in the form of continuous narrative. It deals 
with nature and geography, customs and religions, 
history and culture, politics, economy and military 
affairs in those countries and regions which he had 
visited. This book is one of the best-known travel- 
books in the world. 


SOKGURAM GROTTO AND TABO-TAP PAGODA— 
THE HIGHEST REACH OF ARCHITECTURAL AND 
SCULPTURAL ART 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung has said: 

“1. the Tabo-tap and Sokga-iap pagodas of ihe 
Pulguk-sa Temple have preserved their original ap- 
pearance intact until today, over a thousand and 
severa! hundred years laier. All this proves eloqueni- 
ly the development of architecture in those days. ... the 
stone statues and reliefs of Sokguram {a rocky cav- 
ern} of Silla also display the high levei of ihe ancient 
art of our couniry.” 

Typical of the best architectural and sculptural re- 
mains of our ancestors in the period of Silla 
are the Tabo-tap and Sokga-tap pagodas and the 
Sokguram Grotto in the Pulguk-sa Temple. These are 
associated with a highly developed economy and 


61 


culture of Silla in the 8th century. They stand conspi- 
cuous in the world history of architecture and sculp- 
ture. They are rightly regarded as the greatest master- 
pieces. 

The Sokguram Grotto, erected in 751, which was 
originally named the Sokgul-sa Temple, is situated at 
the foot of Mt. Toham-san in Kyongju. In building 
this grotto the Silla people carved out a mountain 
through, built a house made of polished stones and 
covered it with earth. The grotto consists of the four- 
cornered antechamber, gallery, gate with octagonal 
columns and the circular chamber with dome-shaped 
ceiling. The ceiling is framed with trimmed stones and 
the whole pile is topped by stones with lotus pat- 
terns. The circular chamber is 6.78 metres in plane 
diameter, 13.92 metres in height and its entrance is 
equal to plane semidiameter, 3.39 metres in width. 
Applied in the construction of the Sokguram Grotto 
as is seen above are dynamical and geometrical prin- 
ciples and skilled technique in workmanship. 

The grotto has 40 sculptured images of Buddha. 
The main image is placed in a spot where rays of 
the morning sun rising over the East Sea come flood- 
ing into the entrance. 

His narrow eyes, gentle but sharp nose, firmly set 
lips and plump face are in perfect harmony. Then, 
one has a picture only too strikingly similar to a life- 
like man. Particularly, the image of the Eleven-faced 
Avalokitesvara (Goddess of Mercy) carved on the 
back wall of the circular chamber reveals a delicate, 
gentle and womanly attachment. Looking at her 
graceful and charming face and slim lines of the body 
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wearing thin and light drapery, one can see a life-like 
woman whose pulse is throbbing with a_ healthy 
rhythm. As we see above, the Silla sculptors, though 
under the religious limitations, did not stick to existing 
formalities and endeavoured to represent the living 
men on the granite-carved images of Buddha. 

This serves to confirm the excellence and origin- 
ality of Silla Buddhist images and makes clear how 
ahead of other countries the Silla kingdom was in 
making them. 

The Sokguram Grotto is an epitome concentrically 
showing the art of architecture and sculpture in the 
flourishing period of Silla. 

The Tabo-tap Pagoda was built in 715 in the front 
compound of the Pulguk-sa Temple along with the 
Sokga-tap Pagoda. 

This stone pagoda is nearly 10 metres high and 
consists of six parts. The platform level is square and 
the surface of the foundation stone has squat columns 
at ifs corner and stairs af 50 degrees leading to the 
platform from four sides. Attached to stairs are hand- 
rails. The pedestal is underlined by stone-carved lion 
busts at the four corners of the platform. This adds 
artistic beauty to the pagoda. On the surface of the 
foundation stone stand four-angled stone pillars. The 
first storey is roofed over with a square-shaped cope- 
stone on which are handrails. The second, third and 
fourth storeys are supported by eight octagonal pillars 
and each unit has its octagonal! or lotus-shaped cope- 
stone-roof. Railing is installed at each storey. At the 
top of the octagonal lotus-shaped roof of the fourth 
storey are a prominent mast and disks gracefully 
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trimmed. 

All this shows the creativeness and skilfulness of 
Silla sculptors in handling the hard granite to build 
pagodas. 

This pagoda is one of the masterpieces revealing 
the outstanding artistic skill of the Silla people and 
the highly developed architecture and sculpture. 


FLOURISHING CULTURE OF PALHAE 


Economy and culture of Palhae which inherited 
the productive forces and culture of Koguryo had a 
high development. It had also a strong army. Economic 
and cultural interchange with Tang and Japan was 
close. Palhae shipped fur goods, gold and silver ar- 
ticles and porcelains to foreign countries. These pro- 
ducts enjoyed popularity there. Among Palhae envoys 
who crossed to Japan were reputed poets whose 
works won recognition. 

Palhae which was defeated by the nomadic peo- 
ple of Khitan in 926, was once known as a flowering 
empire by the name of “Haedong Songguk" for her 
developed economy and culture. But few historical 
records and relics remain as she suffered much from 
the ravages of the last unsuccessful war with Khitan. 
The existence of her thriving culture is only traceable 
through fragmentary relics excavated at the old site 
of her capital. Some features of this strong and pros- 
perous empire can be observed from the well-design- 
ed city site with a circumference of four kilometres 
and the site of a magnificent palace in Sanggyong- 
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ryong Chonbu, capital of Palhae (now Toungking- 
cheng, Northeast China). Devil-faced tiles, glazed tiles, 
stone-carved lion busts, bronze images of horsemen 
and porcelains which were discovered at the palace 
site and tombs testify to a superior culture of Palhae. 

Proof of her elaborate sculpture is provided by 
a stone lantern which remains in the site of the first 
temple of Toungkingcheng of today. This lantern made 
of polished lava and served to admit light to the 
garden of the temple, is six metres high. The lower 
base, lamp container and cap are all octagonal in 
shape. The lantern is supported by a bulging column. 
The lower and middle pedestals are engraved with 
beautiful lotus designs. 

At each corner of the octagonal lamp container 
are pedestal, column and column top with delicate 
engravings and the top is roofed over with an octa- 
gonal cap. For its octagonal plan the lantern bears 
a close resemblance to an octagonal pavilion. Each 
part of the lantern is well-proportionated and the 
whole view is graceful and forceful. This lantern has 
every claim to be described as the best among those 
built in the same period. 


60 


o2 KOREA IN THE PERIOD OF 
KORYO DYNASTY (Early 10th 
Century—Late 14th Century) 


4} Unification ef Korean Peninsula 
by Keryo 


In 918 Wang Gon, a big feudal lord in Kaegyong 
and an official of the Kingdom of Taebong, staged a 
coup d'etat to topple the kingdom and established 
a new dynasty. He named his dynasty Koryo, which 
meant succeeding to Koguryo, a powerful empire. 
And he made his capital at Kaegyong (now Kae- 
song). 

Koryo set if as a basic task to annex Silla and 
Later Paekje internally and regain the lost land of 
Koguryo externally. To this end in view, Koryo, in tts 
early years, set about developing Pyongyang and the 
areas north of the Taedong-gang River which had 
been under the control of Koguryo. After the downfall 
of Palhae in 926, it accepted tens of thousands of 
people including her princes, ministers and scholars. 
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Koryo thus became the successor to the history and 
culture of Palhae. 

In 935 if accepted Silla king’s offer to surrender 
and peacefully incorporated this kingdom in it. The 
following year Koryo defeated Later Paekje, thus 
becoming the first unified kingdom in Korean history. 

Following the unification of the Later Three King- 
doms by Koryo, the Korean people became able to 
live under a unified state system. This provided condi- 
tions for further development of economy and culture. 
Later, the consanguineal and cultural commonness of 
our people, a homogeneous nation, became more soli- 
dified. 

After unification, Koryo pushed forward the policy 
of regaining the territory that had belonged to Ko- 
guryo and continued to build defences in the areas 
north of the Chongchon-gang River to crush a down- 
ward thrust from the north by Khitan, which later de- 
feated Palhae. In the meantime, efforts were channelled 
into building up Sogyong (now Pyongyang) as a 
political and military stronghold. In Sogyong a bure- 
aucratic machinery, simulating the central government, 
was established. In 947 preparations were carried 
forward to transfer its capital to Sogyong. By that year 
Koryo had a force armed by 300,000 men. 

From the latter half of the 10th century, steps were 
taken to consolidate feudal landlordism and strengthen 
defence capabilities. The centralized state machine 
was thus in the making. 

In 976 the Rules for Land and Resources were 
adopted. Under them land and forests were divided 
among Officials according to official rank and services 
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they had rendered. In 983, in the capital three song 
(ministries), the highest organ of the state, and six cho 
(departments), executive organ, were formed. In local 
areas there were 12 administrative units called ok. 
In 995 local administrative districts were reorganized 
into 10 provinces. Under them there were more than 
580 states, counties and sub-counties. In the early part 
of the 1ith century the military system was put in 
condition. By this time Koryo had a standing army 
400,000-150,000 strong in the capital and _ localities. 

Besides, postal stations with relays of horses and 
men were installed at important points of local areas 
for officials’ movement and contact. Signal stations 
were set up at the top of major mountains throughout 
the country to send signals by means of smoke or 
fire, when the state was in emergency. 

Agriculfure was encouraged to enlarge the source 
of exploitation. Measures were taken to restrict harsh 
usurious exploitation and introduce a national relief 
system. 

The years between the latter half of the 10th 
century and the early 12th century during the whole 
period of Koryo's existence are described as a period 
of a relatively strengthened feudal rule based on cen- 
tralism. 

As a result of the consolidation of the feudal ruling 
system as a whole, social disorder which continued 
ever since the 9th century came to an end and na- 
tional defence was markedly strengthened. 

Thus, in the period between the late 10th century 
and the early 11th century, Koryo could successfully 
repel the large-scale invasions of the Khifan ag- 
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gressors numerous times by relying on the people's 
patriotic struggle. 

In the 11th century agriculture, handicrafts and 
trade took forward steps as a result of the creative 
labour of the people. 

Due to the efforts of the diligent peasants waste 
land was reclaimed extensively, agricultural produc- 
tion showed a steady increase and sericulture de- 
veloped. The growth of agricultural production is ex- 
plained by the fact that in the first half of the 11th 
century 12 warehouses were built in different parts 
of the country to store rice collected as taxation and 
more than 100 vessels capable of carrying 200-1,000 
som (one som is 4.9629 bushels) were operating. 

Domestic handicrafts and those run by ci- 
vilian professionals and government offices made 
marked advances alike. The products in those days 
included famous Koryo porcelains, various kinds of 
silk and hemp, gold and silver articles, industrial art 
objects and stationery. 

With the growth of production, home and foreign 
trade also became active. In Kaegyong, capital of 
Koryo, there were big stores and markets. In localities 
markets were held and a wide variety of goods 
were on sale. In 1040, unification of weights and 
measures took place. In the early 12th century copper 
and silver coins called “Haedong Tongbo” came into 
circulation. All this is evidence of advanced eco- 
nomic organization to meet the ever-growing demands 
for home trade. 

At that time foreign trade also got prosperous. 
Tens of or hundreds of merchants of Sung came to 
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Koryo at one and the same time with large amounts 
of goods. And every year hundreds of Tungusic peo- 
ple of Manchuria came to Kaegyong for commodity 
exchange. They came with various goods and special 
products and received in exchange fine articles of 
Koryo. The highly developed economy and culture af- 
tracted the attention of even Arabian merchants. They 
came with special products of western and southern 
regions, receiving in exchange fabrics, objects of in- 
dustrial art and porcelains of Koryo. 

In those days tens of, hundreds of foreigners were 
always staying at hotels in Kaegyong. And Pyokran 
Island near the mouth of the Ryesong-gang River 
served as a foreign trade port. 

lt was also at that time that Koryo became famous 
as an economically and culturally developed country. 
The western name, “Korea”, was derived from the 
Koryo dynasty. 

In the early 12th century Koryo made unsuccessful 
attempts to conquer the area of Hamgyong Province 
of today, inhabited by the Tungusic people. 

Since the twenties of the 12th century, Koryo 
gradually began to be reduced in strength due to 
scramble for power within the feudal ruling circles 
and class contradictions. Between 1135 and 1136 af- 
tempts were made by the Sogyong nobles’ insurrec- 
tion to shore up the nation’s strength, but it ended 
in failure. By this time morale of court circles was daily 
deteriorated. 

After military officers’ advent to power in place 
of civilian officials in 1170, the feudal rule was plunged 
in confusion. Exploitation and repression against the 
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people reached high point. 

This gave rise to the peasants’ anti-feudal strug- 
gles in different parts of the country between the late 
12th century and the early 13th century. 

The people of Koryo were attacked numerous 
times by nefarious Mongol aggressor troops, which took 
place nearly 40 years from 1231. The people who had 
fought against the feudal ruling class again showed 
their courage in the fight against the foreign aggressors 
and defended the country’s independence. 

Starting in the 14th century, land concentration in 
feudal nobles and Buddhist temples assumed great 
dimensions. This ruined many peasants and reduced 
them to the status of nobi (servants). 

In his letter of petition to the king, a feudal of- 
ficial wrote: “In recent years land concentration has 
become more pronounced. Wicked and crafty officials 
dominate several villages. They seal off mountains and 
rivers as a boundary line and claim that all land within 
it is the estates bequeathed from their ancestors. A 
patch of field is represented by five or six owners. 
Farm rent is collected 8 or 9 times a year.... Guiltless 
peasants quit their land only to be scattered far and 
wide; brooks and ravines are filled with their corpses.” 

This shows the sad plight of the people who went 
to ruin owing to the concentration of land in big feudal 
aristocrats and to their double and treble exploitation. 

In the latter half of the 14th century, the internal 
and external situation of Koryo was very complex. 
There was the continued invasion from Japanese pirat- 
es in the south and the pressure from the newly 
founded dynasty of Ming in the north was steadily 
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accumulating. 

During this period, the Japanese marauders caused 
frequent troubles along coastal areas and in inland 
areas. This encroachment never went without plunder 
and massacre. 

Japanese raids coincided with the continued fighf- 
ing of the people. The resourceful and gallant Koryo 
people invented gunpowder and powder weapons in 
order to provide against the Japanese aggression, 
despite the difficult conditions caused by the disorder- 
ed feudal rule. The Koryo fleet armed with cannons 
crushed enemy ships in the naval battle at Chinpo 
(near the basin of the Kum-gang River) in 1380 and 
in the naval battle at Pakduyang (the sea off South 
Kyongsang Province) in 1383. In 1389 a naval force 
of over 100 ships attacked Tsushima Island inhabited 
by Japanese pirates and won a great victory, burning 
up more than 300 ships. 

In 1368 Ming which was founded after pushing on 
Yuan into the north began to extend her influence 
towards the Liaotung peninsula. In 1388 Ming came 
forward with a preposterous demand—cession of a ter- 
ritory north of Chollyong (Kangwon Province). 

Indignant at this, the Koryo government decided 
to check Ming's advance to the Liaotung peninsula 
and take back the territory of Koguryo and Palhae. 
This decision came at the instance of Choe Yong, an 
influential official and a general of wide experience. 

Thus an expeditionary force of 40,000 men, divided 
into right and left wings, was organized with Choe 
Yong as ifs commander. 

Li Song Gye, a feudal lord in the Hamgyong pro- 
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vincial area and the commander of the right wing of 
the expeditionary force, who had ‘‘distinguished him- 
self’ in the battles against the Japanese freebooters 
and Tungusic people, rose in revolt as he reached 
Wihwa-do Island on the Amnok-gang River. He or- 
dered his troops to advance into Kaegyong and killed 
Choe Yong. After expelling the king he held the reins 
of government. In Korean history this incident is called 
“troop withdrawal from Wihwa-do Island”. The 
Koryo troops’ attack on the Liaotung peninsula had 
every possibility of success: the influence of Ming was 
relatively weak in that region; and that region which 
formerly belonged to Kochoson and Koguryo was in- 
habited by tens of thousands of Koryo people. But 
the plan for attacking the said peninsula came to 
naught owing to Li Song Gye’s despicable act of 
treachery. 

In 1392 the Koryo dynasty was replaced by the 
Li dynasty founded by Li Song Gye. 


2} Koryo People’s Heroic Siruggie 
against Aggression 


ANNIHILATING BLOW AT 
KHITAN AGGRESSOR TRCGOPS 


Khitan, a nomadic tribe living in Inner Mongol 
region, established a feudal state in the early 10th 
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century. It defeated Palhae through ceaseless ag- 
gressive wars and occupied Manchuria, Mongolia and 
north China. 

In October 993, the Khitan aggressors aided by a 
big army of 800,000 invaded Koryo. General So Hui 
commanding Koryo troops, defeated the aggressor 
troops on the Chongchon-gang River line. In nego- 
tiating with the enemy commander he rejected his 
brigandish request to hand over the former territory 
of Koguryo and strongly held that Khitan-held Tong- 
gyong (Liaoyang) be passed into Koryo, the successor 
to Koguryo. Failed both in battles and negotiations, 
the outrageous aggressors could not but retreat. 

In 1010 Khitan made another invasion, this time 
with 400,000 men. A force of 300,000 was formed 
for defence. Relying on fortifications built in the area 
north of the Chongchon-gang River, Koryo troops and 
people employed the tactics of dispersing and weaken- 
ing the invaders. Then they attacked at Kusong the 
enemy's main force in retreat after advancing as far 
as Kaegyong and dealt them a crushing blow. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung has pointed 
out: 

“When hundreds of thousands of Khifan troops 
invaded our country the people of Koryo under the 
command of General Kang Gam Chan dealt them a 
crushing blow at the Amnok-gang River and at Ku- 
song, thus saving the couniry.” 

The third raid of gigantic scale in 1018 also ended 
with Khitan being defeated by Koryo troops and peo- 
ple under the command of General Kang Gam Chan. 
In this war Khitan hurled 100,000-strong crack units 
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info the Koryo front in their wild attempt to occupy 
Kaegyong, capital of Koryo, at a stretch and bring 
the king of Koryo fo submission. To foil this invasion, 
a defence force of 200,000 men was formed and 
General Kang Gam Chan was appointed its command- 
er. 

General Kang saw through the enemy’s tactics. 
When aggressor troops crossed the Amnok-gang 
River, he broke a dam constructed at Honghwajin to 
send them to watery graves. Cavalrymen lying in 
ambush launched a surprise charge to give them a 
wholesale death. He sapped the strength of enemy 
troops advancing southward by surprise attacks. In 
the meantime, steps were taken to reinforce the de- 
fences of Kaegyong. Its outskirts with a circumference 
of 100-ri round were made vacant. In January 1019 
the enemies advanced as far as Singye (in North 
Hwanghae Province), but they were compelled to 
retreat in face of the impregnable defences of Kae- 
gyong and a “scorched earth tactics’ employed by 
the Koryo army. In accordance with the tactics of 
General Kang Gam Chan, Koryo troops demoralized 
the retreating troops by surprise attacks on the way. 
Then they conducted a large-scale encircling opera- 
tion at Kuju (now Kusong), thereby wiping out the 
aggressors. This victory greatly demonstrated the 
country’s might and wrote another glorious page in 
the annals of our people's struggle against aggression. 
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BATTLES ON KUJU AND CHUNGJU CASTLES 
AGAINST MONGOL AGGRESSOR TROOPS 


In the period between 1231 and 1270, the ag- 
gressors of feudal Mongolia made six armed incur- 
sions into Koryo. But they failed to subjugate if. Aft 
that time the Mongol aggressors could occupy the 
greater part of Asia and even southeast Europe, but 
they were unable to sweep Koryo out of existence. 
It was entirely ascribable to the 40-year-long heroic 
struggle of the Koryo people against aggression. 

As soon as Mongol troops started invasion, the 
rulers of Koryo fled to Kanghwa-do Island, only seek- 
ing their own safety. It was only the masses of the 
people that fought bravely in defence of the country 
in the whole period of war. 

The peasant insurrectionists who had been active 
in various parts of the country since the late 12th 
century also joined in that war when the country was 
faced with imminent danger. And the patriotic army- 
men and people carried on the war of resistance in- 
dependently even under the condition where there 
was no unified command from the state. 

The first Mongol invasion with tens of thousands 
of troops took place in 1231. A unit attacked the Kuju 
Castle. By making use of cannon and turret, the 
enemies tried to demolish the walls or dig up tunnels 
from the bottom of the walls. Sometimes they set fire 
to the castle gate. 

Soldiers and people who had been defending the 
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castle under the command of General Pak So shot ar- 
rows or showered stones, and deluged the enemies 
with molten iron and burning firewood, thus mowing 
down the enemy troops like grass. At nights they 
frequently stormed into the enemy camp outside the 
castle. Like this the defenders on the Kuju Castle 
fought bravely, repelling the enemy's big attacks on 
six occasions and stubbornly defending it for 10 
months. 

A great victory was also achieved in the battle 
on the Chungju Castle against the Mongol aggressor 
troops in those days. At the time of the Mongol first 
invasion, all the noblemen took flight and the humiliat- 
ed and oppressed people alone remained on the 
castle and defended it to the end, thereby holding in 
check the enemy's southward thrust. 

During the fifth invasion in 1253, the people of 
Chungju fought heroically for more than 70 days and 
defended the castle with credit. The battle was 
commanded by Kim Yun Hu, the man who in 1232 
killed Salletap, the commander of the enemy troops, 
single-handed near the Choin Castle in Kyonggi 
Province. While directing battle on the Chungju Castle 
he set fire to documents recording personal history 
of those of nobi origin and this raised their morale. 
Encouraged by this, they opened the castle gate and 
made a charge in high spirits, beating back the enemy. 
At the time of the sixth invasion in 1255, the people 
here killed more than 1,000 men and defended the 
castle. 

The gallant struggle of the Koryo people against 
the Mongol aggressors enabled them to defend the 
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country’s independence and was a boundless inspira- 
tion to the people of many countries under Mongol 
control in their nation-saving struggle. 


3) World-famous Culture of Koryo 


The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung has said: 

“The people of Keryo greatly developed the 
prinfing industry by inventing metal type for the first 
time in the world and manufactured the Koryo ce- 
ramics which the world values as treasures because of 
their distinctive colours, patterns and models. All these 
made our country famous.” 

Culture in the years of the Koryo dynasty is cha- 
racterized by craftsmanship of the highest order in 
printing and porcelain which enjoyed worldwide 
fame. 


INVENTION OF THE WORLD'S FIRST METAL TYPE 


In Koryo metal type was invented and put to use 
in printing already in the late 12th century. This means 
that our metal type anticipated | Gutenberg’s lead 
type by more than two centuries. 

The invention of metal type was based on the de- 
velopment of wood-block printing technique. The 
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wood-block printing was already in practice from the 
time of the Three Kingdoms. Proof of this is provided by 
dharani sutra, a Buddhist charm, discovered at the 
Sokga-tap Pagoda in the Pulguk-sa Temple, Kyongju. 
A gold and bronze-made reliquary in which the re- 
mains of Shakyamuni are said to be preserved was 
discovered at the said pagoda. Contained in it was 
a Buddhist charm printed on the paper over 8cm wide 
and more than 5cm long which was made of paper 
mulberry. It has a fair claim that this Buddhist charm 
is the oldest-known true printed piece in the world 
and this tells of the long history of our printing. 

By carrying forward such printing techniques Koryo 
used wood blocks in printing many books including 
Buddhist and Confucian classics. Koryo with a develop- 
ed printing sent numerous books of every kind to 
Sung, Khitan, Mongolia and Japan, on their order. 
The complete collection of Buddhist Scriptures, in an 
edition of 6,000 copies, was brought out in 60 years, 
beginning from 1021, which was followed by an addi- 
tional edition of 5,000 copies in 1086. 

During that period, talented printing craftsmen of 
Koryo made tireless efforts to simplify the l!abour- 
consuming process of wood-block printing. Thanks to 
their painstaking efforts they finally succeeded in in- 
venting metal types. The printing types invented af 
that time were those made of bronze and they were 
excellent in craftsmanship. 

This invention was a great event in the develop- 
ment of medieval printing and a technical achieve- 
ment of the highest order our ancestors had contribut- 
ed to the development of printing. 
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KORYO PORCELAIN—WORLD’S TREASURE 


From the early years of the Koryo dynasty our 
people began to produce porcelain known as “Koryo 
porcelain”. 

Koryo porcelain exhibits a much greater diversity 
and it is best represented by celadon. It is first cha- 
racterized by its deep and soft colour. Reflected in 
it are the lofty sentiments of the people of Koryo and 
the clear sky of Korea. The light, clean and bluish, 
green colour arouses the beautiful and lofty feelings 
of the people. No-one-but Koryo craftsmen could pro- 
duce this colour. Hence the off-used term ‘‘green 
colour". 

Another characteristic of Koryo porcelain is that 
a unique method of inlaid decoration was applied. The 
designs were first incised into the clay and the inci- 
sions were then filled with black-and-white clay in the 
form of slip and the body was covered with glaze 
beforve firing. The inlaid patterns are diverse. Mandarin 
ducks are to be seen on the edge of the brook 
surrounded by willows with drooping branches. Wild 
geese on the reed field are also found. The subjects 
also include clouds, cranes, flowers and butterflies, 
chrysanthemums and lotus flowers, grapes and pome- 
granates. The patterns, reminiscent of the beautiful 
nature of Korea, are in harmony with blue colour on 
the pot and its wonderful shape. They present ideal 
perfection of beauty without an equal. 

One more characteristic of Koryo porcelain is that 
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its shape is beautiful and diverse. Pomegranate, 
bamboo shoot, gourd and melon-shaped kettles are 
found. Also to be seen are pigeon, monkey and duck- 
shaped confainer for ink-stone water, giraffe and lotus- 
shaped incense burner and dragon  head-shaped 
brush case. The shape of Koryo porcelain which is an 
impressive combination of its use and artistic beauty 
convincingly shows the Koryo porcelain-makers’ ori- 
ginality of ideas and inexhaustible artistic talent. Koryo 
porcelain permeated with her people's superb creative 
talent and artistic skill and marked by an excellent 
combination of elegant colour, beautiful designs and 
decorations and wonderful shape, holds a most cons- 
picuous place in the history of ceramic art of the 
world, 
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6. KOREA IN THE PERIOD OF 
THE LI DYNASTY (Late 14th 
Century—Mid-19th Century) 


1} Period of the Li Dynasty 


In 1392 Li Song Gye _ established a new dynasty. 
He named the country Choson (Korea) and transferred 
the capital from Kaegyong to Hanyang (now Seoul) 
some time lafer. In the recorded history of Korea this 
kingdom is called Li Choson or Li dynasty to disting- 
uish it from Kochoson, the first slave-owning state in 
Our country. 

The new dynasty immediately set about reorganiz- 
ing the feudal ruling system. The new ruling system 
was characterized by further intensified central admi- 
nistrative structure with the king as its axis and increas- 
ed domination over local areas. 

As for the central administration apparatuses there 
existed under the king Uijongbu, the highest govern- 
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ment body, and six cho or ministries, executive organs 
dealing with administrative affairs of different spheres. 
Also there were three sa which performed the func- 
tions of controlling the activities of the king and offi- 
cials and of advisory council. 

In the Li kingdom the peninsula was divided into 
eight provinces. Under them there were more 
than 500 pu (city), chu or mok (state), kun (county) 
and hyon (sub-county) and central administration ap- 
pointed governors. All power in each area—administ- 
rative, judicial and military—was in the hands of local 
chiefs. Administrative affairs in local government of- 
fices were entirely handled by native officials. 

The government also took a measure to establish 
a more efficient control over the people and land. 

In 1413 the government promulgated a law stipulat- 
ing that men aged between 10 and 70 shall wear tab- 
lets bearing their address, name, occupation and coun- 
tenance. Written on the tablet worn by nobi (servants) 
were names of their masters. Affer this law was put 
into effect, the state could secure twice as many young 
people as it had been, that is, some 700,000 men. 

Besides, the state introduced a household control 
system, under which several households were formed 
into a group. Each household was duty bound to watch 
others’ movements and this group was made fo assume 
collective responsibility for the observance of state 
rules. It was soon replaced by a five-household control 
system. 

At important points throughout the country look- 
outs were set up to prevent the floating of the popu- 
lation. These steps were aimed at controlling the peo- 
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ple’s movements and _ intensifying exploitation. 

After its establishment the Li dynasty conducted 
land surveys several times in order to tighten its con- 
trol of land, the basic means of production. As a 
result, in the mid-15th century if had 1.7 million kyol 
of land registered or 3.5 times greater than at the end 
of the Koryo dynasty. This meant an increased source 
of expropriation by the state. 

Military service was obligatory on all male popu- 
lace (mainly peasants) aged between 16 and 60, ex- 
cept ryangban (gentry), nobi (servants), Buddhist 
monks and butchers (considered the lowest of occu- 
pations). A group was composed of three draftees: one 
of them was in active service with the term of one to 
three months a year and the remaining two were com- 
pelled to offer one pil of cotton cloth every month for 
their counterpart in active service. Under this compul- 
sory military system, the state had 50,000 regular 
troops in the capital and 100,000 in localities. It also 
had a navy armed by nearly 50,000 crewmen and 500 
ships. 

Following its foundation, the government confiscat- 
ed land and servants from the royal family, aristocrats 
and Buddhist temples under the Koryo dynasty and 
put them under state ownership or handed them over 
to those who had “distinguished themselves” in esta- 
blishing a new kingdom. As a result, the royal family 
and government could place large tracts of land and 
numerous servants at their disposal. The number of 
nobi confiscated from temples alone amounted to 
nearly 100,000. All of them were put under the con- 
trol of the state. The state carried out a survey of those 
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ryangin (common people ) who had forcibly been 
made nobi by the former feudal aristocrats. Some of 
them were restored to the former status and others 
attached and subordinated to the state. These steps 
were designed to demolish the economic foothold of the 
old political forces and consolidate the economic foun- 
dations of the new dynasty by expanding brackets for 
ryangin and state nobi, the object of direct exploita- 
tion. 

In an attempt to strengthen the political foundation 
of society, the new dynasty put the hierarchy of social 
status in proper condition. 

The basic masses of the ruled classes under the 
Li dynasty were ryangin, the common people who 
were mostly peasants. They paid taxation and special 
products to the state while cultivating their own land. 
They were obliged to do compulsory labour and serve 
in the army. No small number of ryangin were pea- 
sants who filled plots of their landowners and tiey 
differed little from serfs. In addition to discharging 
state obligation they had to pay farm rent to the 
landlords and their human rights were trampled Gown. 
Those people—boatmen who were engaged in carry- 
ing grains, fishermen, handicraftsmen, grave keep- 
ers and artistes—belonged to the ryangin class, but 
they were socially despised. 

Nobi (servants) belonged to the lowest class. Those 
n0bi owned by state institutions and noblemen were 
classified in two categories: those who beienged to 
the first category were engaged in farming or did 
manual labour separately to recover their freedom 
on payment of their purchase price every year and 
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those who belonged to the second category were 
forced to do heavy labour at state instituiions or in 
the master’s home. 

The feudal ruling system introduced by the Li dyn- 
asty after its foundation was juristically ratified by 
"Kyongguk Taejon’'— a complete collection for state 
administration—the basic code of state laws made pu- 
blic in 1485. 

Much effort was directed to the setilement of the 
country's external situation and to territorial integrity. 

In 1419 an offensive campaign was launched against 
Tsushima Island, a base of Japanese pirates. This put 
an end to their raiding activities that took place since 
the mid-14th century. And during this period the last 
blow was given to the Tungusic people of Manchuria 
who had frequently menaced its border area. Four 
counties and six fortified towns were set up on the 
upper reaches of the River Amnok-gang and in the 
basin of the River Tuman-gang, which meant the achie- 
vement of terriforial integrity. 

In those days the relations with Ming were also 
put on a normal basis. 

As the infernal and external situation of the coun- 
try was put on proper condition and thanks to the 
people’s creative labour, economy and culture made 
forward steps. 

Production in agriculture, a major economic branch 
of sociefy, increased. The land along coastal areas 
devastated by Japanese freebooters and the newly 
developed inland area were reclaimed into arable 
land. Over 3,000 reservoirs were built or repaired. 
Projects were undertaken to turn non-paddy into pad- 
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dy fields. The paddy fields in those days accounted 
fer 29 per cent of the total arable land. Improvements 
in the varieties of crops took place and the new 
method of cultivation was introduced. The variety of 
rice crop alone amounted fo 27 kinds and autumn 
ploughing, early sowing, small-cluster close-planting 
and crop rotation method were practised. Cotton, 
hemp and other industrial crops were cultivated and 
sericulture made crecress. 

As agricultural production increased, 4,155,401 sol 
(one som is 4.9629 bushels) of grain were stored up 
in 1417. This meant an increase of 496,701 som as 
compared with 1414, 

Progress was cbserved in handicraft manufacturing. 
Tremendous quantities of cotton, hemp, ramie, silk and 
other clothing materials were produced by the dome- 
stic handicraft run by peasants. Metal farm implements 
and different kinds of daily necessities were manufac- 
tured at the specialized shops run by individual arti- 
sans. In the capital and localities there were shops 
operated by compulsory labour of artisans. These 
shops turned out various hardware and leather goods, 
wooden products, weapons, gunpowder, porcelains, 
printing types and industrial art objects to satisfy the 
needs of the country end feudal rulers. 

In harmony with the growth of agriculture and 
handicraft manufacturina, commerce became prosper- 
ous. 

In addition to government-patronized mercharits 
with monopoly, peddlers and merchants with much 
capital were active in Seoul and local towns. Particul- 
ar renown was won by merchants in Pyongyang, Seoul, 
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Kaesong and Uiju. Various kinds of farm produce and 
handicraft ariicles were on sale in the shops and mark- 
ets throughout tne country. 

Trade with Ming, Nuchen and Japan was carried 
on. actively. 

With the development of trade, Choson coin, ar- 
row-shaped coin and paper money came into circula- 
tion. But such commodities as cotton and rice were still 
in predominant use as circulating media. 

The 15th century witnessed the blooming of feudal 
culture. In that period Hunminjongum or Korean alp- 
habet, was invented and rain gauge, clagyokru or 
automatic water clock, and many other instruments for 
astronomical observation and calendars were also 
made. All this was the fruit of the creative wisdom of 
our people and their unremitting spirit of science. 

Scientific and technological books were put out in 
large editions. The books ‘Nengsajiksol” and “Kum- 
yangjabrok” dealing with farm implements and adva- 
nced farming methods and the book ‘’Yanghwasorok” 
dealing with horticulture were written and “Uibang- 
ryuchi”, a medical encyclopedia work (365 volumes), 
the book “Hyangyakjibsongbang"’ (85 volumes) giving 
detailed instructions about the method of prescribing 
medicine by using domestic medicinal herbs, and many 
other medical books were published. Books on history, 
geography and military science also appeared. 

As seen above, the 15th century was a period dur- 
ing which the feudal rule was consolidated and econ- 
omy and culfure had a high development in our feudal 
age. 
Though the feudal rulers boastingly described 
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ineir days as a “period of peaceful reign’, the people's 
plight was as it had been before. So large-scale anti- 
feudal struggles fook place in succession. Among 
them was a peasant war in Hamgyong Province in 
1467 waged against the exploitation and repression by 
the feudal rulers. 


Beginning with the 16th century the feudal kingdom 
began to decline gradually. 

Private ownership of land by feudal bureaucrats 
and landlords was on the increase and exploitation 
and repression of the people by the state and land- 
lords were intensified as days went by. In addition to 
paying taxes and farm rents, the peasants, the basic 
masses of society, were subjected to harsh plunder 
and hard toil. They were compelled to offer their 
special products as a tribute and undergo military 
service, and they were put to corvee. This gave rise 
to peasant riots in many parts of the country. 

Scramble for power grew intense within the feud- 
al ruling circles. There were iniensified antagonism 
and conflicts between those officials, who took high 
Government posts through successive generations in 
recognition of their “distinguished services” in the 
establishment of the new dynasty, on the one hand 
and dignitaries of local medium and small landlord 
origin on the other. A mad scramble for power within 
the feudal rulers added fuel to the ever-weakening 
feudal rule and brought even the powerful ground 
and naval forces to the verge of disintegration. 

Just around this time, that is, in 1592, the Japanese 
aggressors made an armed incursicn into Korea 
with a force of 200,000 men. In spite of lack in the 
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unified state leadership the Korean peonle fouaht 
stubbornly in the land and on the sea for seven 
successive years and finally beat off the enemy. 

Later, they repelled the feudal Ching’s invasions 
that took place in 1627 and 1636. 


As producticn was put on a normal basis in the 
17th century, the commodity-money relations were 
markedly expanded. The 18th century saw the bur- 
geoning of capitalist elements within the framework 
of handicraft manufacturing and ore mining industry. 
Thus the feudal system began to crumble gradually. 

In those days there appeared progressive thinkers— 
adherents of Practical School—among some feudalistic 
scholars. They called for eliminating evil feudal! practi- 
ces, developing economy and culture and accumulat- 
ing the strength of the nation. But feudal officials and 
landlords intensified the suppression of ihe paople 
through commedity-money relations. The result was 
that the people’s anti-feudal struggle became wide- 
spread. 

The peasant war that broke oui in Pycngan Provin- 
ce in the early 19th century deepened the crisis of the 
feudal system. 

The ruin of the feudal rule was acceleraicd by a 
party system within the court, under which aristocrats 
on the mother and wife's side of the king held the 
reins of government and behaved arbitrarily. As aris- 
tocratic rulers were addicted to riotous living and 
their ruling system was thrown into disorder, exp!loita- 
tion and oppression of the people were intensified 
siill further. The nationwide peasant uprising touched 
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off by peasant riots in Chinju, Kyongsang Province, in 
1862, greatly menaced the feudal system of the Li 
dynasty. 


2} People’s Struggle against Age@ression 
and Feudalism in the Years of the 
Li Dynasty 


ATTACK ON TSUSHIMA ISLAND, BASE OF JA- 

PANESE FREEBOOTERS, AND RECOVERY OF 

NORTHERN AREA IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 
15TH CENTURY 


In the early 15th century our people fought with a 
courage against the aggressors coming from the north 
and the south. 

After its founding, the feudal government devoted 
great efforts to external security and territorial integri- 
ty. 

The first step to this end was the formation of naval 
fleets to beat back the Japanese freebooters who had 
ceaselessly harassed our coastal areas since the middle 
of the 14th century. Strict control and surveillance, 
meanwhile, were exercised over the trade activity of 
Japanese merchants. 

In 1419 the Japanese pirates, however, attacked the 
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éeacoasis of Hwanghae and Chungchong provinces 
aboard hundreds of ships and committed pillage and 
massacre again. 

The feudal government of Korea fook this opportu- 
nity and decided to attack Tsushima Island. In June that 
year, an expeditionary fleet consisting of 227 warships 
and more than 17,000 naval troops left Koje-do Island 
and sailed up to Tsushima Island. Our froops destroyed 
er burnt up 144 enemy ships and military establish- 
ments and killed and wounded Japanese dwarfs in 
large numbers. The Korean expeditionary fleet brought 
the enemies into submission and returned iriumphanily 
after securing the promise that they would never in- 
vade Korea again. 

This expedition put an end to the aggression of 
Japanese adventurers and demonstrated the strength of 
the Korean fleet. 

During this period our people fought gallantly 
to repel the invasion of the Tungusic people of Man- 
churia from the north and achieve territorial integrity. 

In the early years of the Li dynasty, some of the 
troublesome Tungusic people living in ihe upper rea- 
ches of the Amnok-gang River and in_ the southern 
shores of the Tuman-gang River frequently attacked 
our border areas and looted the people's property. 

The Korean feudal government punished those 
Tungusic people who were obsessed _ with invading 
activities, with an iron hand. But those who were in 
obedience to its dictation were allowed to carry on 
trade. Fur goods they brought were rewarded with 
quantities of cotton, rice, salt and other daily necessi- 
ties on fairly good terms. 
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In 1433 a 15,000-strong expeditionary lorce corn- 
manded by Choe Yun Dok attacked a stronghold at 
the enemy on the other side of the Amnok-gang River. 
In 1437 an expeditionary force 6,080 strong crushed 
another stronghold in the same place. In the period 
between 1416 and 1443 the feudal government esta- 
blished four counties in the upper reaches of the 
Amnok-gang River. 

And during the period between 1434 and 1449, 
it drove the Tungusic people to the cpposite side of 
the Tuman-gang River and set up six county seats at 
Hoeryong, Chongsong, Kyonghung, Onsong, Puryong 
and so forth in North Hamgyong Province of today. As 
they were built as border fortresses, they were called 
ryukjin or six fortified towns. 

After the formation of these towns, the ieudal gov- 
ernment moved the people in the southern area to 
the newly-opened area and exempted them from taxa- 
tion and compulsory labour for a definite period. Many 
people flocked to this area. 

The people in the cold border area built castles and 
reclaimed land, overcoming difficulties end warding 
off the invasion of the Tungusic people. 

With the formation of four counties and six fertified 
towns the feuda! government was able to attain the 
official fixing of the northern ierritory with the Amnox- 
gang and Tuman-gang rivers as a demarcation line and 
successfully prevent the foreign invasion as well. 


“EASIN PATRIOTIC WAR” AT THE EXD OF 
THE 46TH CENTURY, JAPANESE AGGRES- 
SOR TROOPS DEFEATED 


The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung has said: 

“The people fought for seven years with a ‘do-or-die’ 
spirit against the atrocious and heinous Japanese 
samurat and at last drove the enemies out of their 
territory and thus defended national honour and 
dignity.” 

With the aim of seizing Korea, the villainous Jap- 
anese aggressors launched a sudden attack on Korea 
in Apri! 1592 (the year of Imjin in the Korean calendar) 
with a ferce of 170,000 land troops and nearly 40,009 
seamen. At the time when the enemy started invading 
Korea, aristocratic rulers of the government of the Li 
dynasiy were busy with sectarian strife, while leaving 
national ‘defence in the shade. Instead of organizing 
the war of resistance they, solely occupied with per- 
sonal safety, fled to Uiju on the Amnok-gang River to- 
gether with the king. But the patriotic-minded people 
and soldiers fought the aggressors with valour in de- 
fence of the country even under the difficult conditions 
where there was no unified state leadership. 

The enemies tried to swallow up Korea ai a stretch 
by employing the tactics of attacking both from the sea 
and land. However, our fleet led by Li Sun Sin and 
volunteer troops totally frustrated their attempt on the 
sea and in the land. When’ the enemy’s naval force 
sailed up to a point on the South Sea, Admiral Li Sun 
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Sin who, in anticipation of the Japanese invasion, had 
reinforced ihe naval force, took the command of 6&5 
vessels and fought many batties in the sea off Sackeon 
and Tanghwang-po and sent 118 enemy boats to the 
bottom of the sea. At that time, a tortoise-shaped 
boat invented by Li Sun Sin showed tremendous capa- 
city in naval battles. The surface of the boat was co- 
vered wiih prickly iron plate and it was contrived as 
to fire guns from both sides and spew fire and emit 
smoke from the stem. The tortoise boat, the worla’s 
first ironclad ship, showered bullets, shells and in- 
cendiary arrows, threading its way through the enemy 
ships, and destroyed or burnt them up. 

When the enemy's navy was trying to start landing 
operations, the Li Sun Sin-led fleet dragged them out 
to the sea off Hansan-do Island and encircled them, 
wrecking 100 ships at a stroke. In Korean history this 
victory is cailed Great Victory on Hansan-do Island. 
Thanks fo the vigorous activity of the Li Sun Sin-led 
fleet, the Japanese navy attempt to join up with the 
ground force by going up north by sea route was com- 
pletely foiled. 

Taking advantage of the wavering altitude faken by 
some feudal rulers, the Japanese land force could 
penetrate deep into the interior of Korea, but they got 
hard knocks everywhere from our patriotic volunteers 
and soldiers. They were encountered with powerful 
resistance on the part of volunteers led by Kwak Jae 
U of Kycngsang Province, Ko Gyong Myong of Cholla 
Province, Cho Ho Ik of Pyongan Province, Chong Mun 
Bu of Hamgyong Province and Buddhist saint So San 
on Mt. Myohyang-san. Our soldiers and people won a 
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series of signal victories in battles on the Yonan, Chinju 
and Haengjusan castles. Thus, towards June 1593, ene- 
my troops were obliged to withdraw. Some troops 
were driven info a narrow area along the South Sea 
coast. Ming troops who had come to assistance also 
took part in the operation for driving back ihe Jap- 
anese aggressor troops. 

Later, the enemies who had gained a breathing 
spell behind the scenes of peace negotiations reinva- 
ded Korea in January 1597, this time with a force of 
140,000 ground troops and tens of thousands of crew- 
men. The government troops, taking concerted action 
with volunteer troops, annihilated the enemy's main 
force on the Tosan Castle of Ulsan. Admiral Li Sun Sin 
who had been removed from office due to the enemy's 
trick and some feudal rulers’ plots was re-appointed 
the naval commander. He destroyed more then 300 
enemy vessels at a stretch in the sea off Uldol with 
only 12 ships, by employing a skilful decoying tactics 
and making use of ebb tide. Some 500 retreating ene- 
my ships, and over 20,000 crewmen were sent to the 
botiom on the South Sea off Roryang. This virtually 
meant the successful conclusion of the war. In this last 
battle Admiral Li died a heroic death. 

Signal victory gained in the seven-year arduous war 
against the vicious Japanese invaders powerfully de- 
monstrated the ardent patriotism of the Korean people 
and their indomitable mettle and it wrote another glori- 
ous page in our history of middle age. 
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THE PEASANT WAR IN PYONGAN PROVINCE 
IN EARLY 197TH CENTURY 


The intensified feudal exploitation resulting from 
the development of the commodity-money relations in 
the second half of the 18th century, the policy of ex- 
cluding the people of northwestern province origin 
from the government post and the government's step 
to restrict the individually-run foreign trade and mining 
management—these fostered discontent among the 
peasants, landed gentry, merchants and mining mana- 
gers in the areas of Pyongan Province. 

Around this time, Hong Gyong Rae who was born 
into a peasant family in Ryonggang county, Pyongan 
Province, in 1780 took a civil service examination, but 
got plucked. This was due to the policy of discrimina- 
tion pursued by the state. Indignant at this he planned 
a riot to overthrow the Li dynasty. For this he went to 
Seoul and travelled widely in other parts of the coun- 
try. He formed a secret society mainly with those of 
northwestern province origin who had been ciscon- 
tented with the Li dynasty and trained over 40 military 
personnel. He set up the headquarters in the Tabok- 
dong, Kasan county (now Unjon county, North Pyong- 
an Province). While working there under the guise of 
the manager of an alluvial gold mine, he marshalled the 
peasants and other people of all strata with anti-gov- 
ernment leanings and gave them military training. In 
the meantime he made full material preparations needed 
for a revolt such as guns, swords, bullets, food and 
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uniferms. In doing this he received help from local 
merchants. 

In December 1811 Hong Gyeng Rae formed a riot 
croup one thousand strong and issued a manifesto an- 
nouncing that they raised the standard of revolt to 
overthrow the Li dynasty and improve the deteriorated 
living conditions of the people. The group began by 
attacking the Kasan county office and occupied it. The 
peasant troaps were divided into two: one group 
under the command of Hong Gyong Rae was to press 
the attacks towards Anju and Pyongyang in the south 
and the other group led by deputy commander Kim 
Sa Yong was to make northward march to liberate Uiju 
and then join up with the main force there. In accor- 
dance with these operational plans the peasant troops 
advanced towards the north and south like a rising 
flood of anary waves and liberated most of cilies north 
of the River Chongchon-gang in only a week, thus mak- 
ing the rulers of the Li dynasty tremble. 

The southward-advancing trocps 800 strong suc- 
ceeded in occupying Chindujang and Pakchon, com- 
mercial towns on the Chongchon-gang River, and 
were preparing to close in on Anju. On the 29th of 
the same month they had the first engagement with 
the 900-strong government army led by the commander 
of the military district of Pyongan Province in Songrim- 
dong. At the beginning of fighting the peasant troops 
held the upper hand, inflicting great losses upon the 
government troops. But they were defeated by the 
reinforced enemy force and had to retreat to the 
Chongju Castle favourable to defence. 

Meanwhile, the northward-advancing troops quickly 
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liberated Ryongchon and the number increased by 
several thousands. Informed that the southward-aa- 
vancing troops were defeated, some 1,200 peasant 
troops which were on their route to the Chongju Casile 
for defence, were defeated by pincer atiacks on the 
part of 2,700 government troops in the Sasong Plain, 
Kwaksan. 

The peasant troops of 3,000 men which assembled 
on the Chongju Casile fought bravely 6,000 covern- 
ment troops dispatched from the capital, beating off 
their large-scale atiacks on five occasions uniil April 18 
of the following year when their ammunitions, arrows 
and food ran out. 

But the castle was finally occupied by the govern- 
ment army which exploded the wall bottom of the 
castle. All embattled men above the age of ten were 
killed cruelly. 

The peasant uprising in Pyongan Province ended !i 
failure because of the operational plan with particular 
stress on defence and because of lack of numerical 
strength and technical equipment. But it powerfuliy 
demonstrated the indomitable spirit of the popular 
masses. As a large-scale class struggle that hastened 
the downfall of the Li dynasty, it adorned tne last page 
of our middle-age history. 
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3) Culfure in ihe Pericd of the 
Li Dynasty 


INVENTION OF HUNMINJONGUM, 
KOREAN ALPHABET 


The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung has said: 

“Our people who had used ridu characters for 
writing ever since the period of the Three Kingdoms 
produced the Hunminjongum (Korean script}, the most 
advanced characters, in the year 1444, and thus greatly 
helped to develop our culture.” 

The present Korean alphabet originated from 
Hunminjongum (Korean phonetic a!phabet) invented 
in the 15th century. 

Our ancestors who had used Chinese characters for 
long years developed in the period of the Three King- 
doms a written language—ridu—by adapting the mean- 
ing of the Chinese characters to their own spoken 
language. But the usage was quite inconvenient since 
Chinese characters still remained as the system of 
writing. This ardently called for inventing a native al- 
phabet easy to understand. Motivated by the necessity 
to enlighten the illiterate people for his rule, Sejong, 
the 4th king of the Li dynasty, pursued his linguistic 
researches with scholars and eventually invented Hun- 
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Iron-made rain gauge 
(1441) 


Sundial (1438) 


The world’s first ironclad ship built in the shape of a tortcise 
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raedong-mun Gate on the bank of the 


iver Taedong-gang, Pyongyang 


Korean painting: Longevity 


Blacksmith 


Cowherd and ox 


Chonju-ru Pavilion 


in Chonju-sa Temple, 


Nvyongbyon county, 
North Pyongan Pro- 
vince 


Buddhist statue in 


Pohyon-sa Temple 


Thirteen-storied octagonal pagoda 
in Pohyon-sa Temple 


Kim Ung U, great-grandfather of the great 
leader Comrade Kim II Sung, leading the peo- 
ple to sink the US imperialist pirate’ ship 
General Sherman 


Pyongyang citizens who rose in the March First 
Popular Uprising against the Japanese aggressors 


minjongum, an easy-to-understand phonetic symbol, 
in 1444, 

Hunminjongum was composed of 17 consonants 
and 11 vowels. This native alphabet had advantages: it 
was made fo fit in with the Korean vocabulary system 
and sound values and it was very varied and rich in ex- 
pression. And one of ifs advantages was that it was 
easy to understand and learn because letfers were made 
in line with the shapes of vocal organs when pronounc- 
ing them. Its last advantage was that the number of 
letters was moderate and there were double vowels 
and consonants and that the relations of consonants 
and vowels were rationally dealt with. Our excellent 
native alphabet greatly contributed to developing the 
national culture of Korea and it is a source of great 
pride to us. 


UDOMETER 


In the 15th century, a great deal of attention was 
devoted to the development of astronomy which was 
closely related to the production of agriculture, the 
main source of exploitation. In those days water clocks, 
sundials and various other observation gauges were 
made by our talented technicians. One of them, what 
is most proud of, included the world-first udometer 
made in the shape of round iron-box in 1441. This rain 
gauge was put fo use in the court, meteorological ob- 
servatories, Seoul, provincial and county seats. Every 
post was duty bound to communicate the information 
about the rainfall to the capital. A udometer made by 
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Italian Benedetto Castelli in 1639 was considered the 
first in Europe. But Korea anticipated Iialy by nearly 
200 years in its use. It was another great contribution 
to the development of human culture. 


BEAUTIFUL FINE ART, 
GRACEFUL ARCHITECTURE 


The crisis of the feudal system was becoming more 
acute in the latter half of the Li dynasty. Beginning in 
the 17th century there appeared a progressive ideolo- 
gical trend—Practical School—among some aristocratic 
scholars. Adherents of this school rejected empty talks, 
divorced from actual life, and advocated reforms of 
corrupt rule and promotion of practical learning. 

They included Li Ik, Hong Dae Yong, Pak Ji Won 
in the period of the 18th century and Chong Yak Yeng 
and others in the period of late 18th and early 19th 
centuries. There appeared progressive theories in the 
realms of politics, economy, military affairs and philo- 
sophy. Literary works, representing the new ideologi- 
cal trends, were put out. These works criticised the then 
social contradictions. The writings introducing natural 
phenomena and technological know-how were publi- 
shed. All these played an enormous part in the intel- 
lectual and cultural development in this period. 

As a result of the ambitious research of the popular 
masses even under the yoke of the feudal system and 
their creative efforts in labour, an elegant culfure was 
created. Particularly to be noted are the highly deve- 
loped, beautiful paintings and magnificent architecture. 
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The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung has said: 

“The canvases by An Gyen and Kim Heng Do, Li 
dynasty artists, not only reflect life truthfully but reveal 
a touch that is forceful and beautiful.” 

“Shangrila Seen in Dream” drawn by An Gyon in 
the 15th century, “Blacksmith” and “Wresiling’’ 
by Kim Hong Do in the 18th century and ‘Manpok- 
dong" by Chong Son in the 18th century—these are 
masterpieces which depict truthfully the people's aspi- 
rations, their simple and optimistic life and the lovely 
scenery of Korea. 

After the 18th century many figure and genre 
paintings portraying social aspects were put out. 
Among them are: “Four Seasons” depicting the lives 
of landed gentry and farm hands, ‘Cowherd and 
Ox" showing a fat ox and a cowherd wrapped in 
a heavy sleep, “Wine Restaurant of Wayfarers on 
the Roadside” and ‘May Festival’ which describes wo- 
men enjoying swing by the riverside. 

Architecture in this period is also worthy to be 
praised. Typical structures are: Taedong-mun Gate and 
Ryongwang-jong Pavilion in Pyongyang, Kunjong-jon 
Hall of Kyongbok-gung Palace and Namdae-mun Gate 
in Seoul, Paeksang-ru Pavilion in Anju, Inpung-ru Pa- 
vilion in Kanggye, Kanagson-ru Pavilion in Songchon, 
Taeung-jon Hall of Changan-sa Temple on Mi. Kum- 
gang-san, Miruk-jon Hall of Kumsan-sa Temple in 
Kimje, North Cholla Province, and Palsang-jon Hall of 
Pobju-sa Temple in Poun, North Chungchong Province. 

Most of structures in the northern half of our Re- 
public were destroyed by the US air bombing of bar- 
baric ruthlessness during the period of the Fatherland 


103 


Liberation War. 

The Taedong-mun Gate in Pyongyang is one of the 
typical structures showing the graceful art of erchitectu- 
re in the Li dynasty. As an east gate of the Pyonayang 
Castle the gate, built first in the period of the Koguryo 
kingdom, was completed in 1635. It was severely da- 
maged by the savage bombing of the American impe- 
rialist air pirates during the Korean war and restored to 
its original state in 1954. 

Built on an arched gateway erected with well- 
trimmed granites the two-storey wooden gate has a 
frontage of 15.85 metres and a flank of 10.25 metres. 
Roofs and the general view give a charming effect. 
Each storey has balustrade and wooden floor. The 
corner pillars are larger and higher than those in the 
centre, thus giving an admirable symmetrical effect. 
The Ryongwang-jon Pavilion built near the gate and 
the well-arranged promenade along the Taedong-gang 
River forms an excellent ensemble and adds beauty to 
the gate. 
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7 KOREA EIN MODERN PERIOD 
(Late 19th Century—Second Decade 
of the 20th Century) 


4) Modernism in Korea 


The modern history of Korea covers the period 
from the latter half of the 19th century when feudalism 
began to decline, to the March First Popular Uprising 
which took piace in 1919 and which brought the bour- 
geois nationalist movement to an end. 

In our history the medern period is marked by a 
period of national sufferings when feudal Korea was 
reduced to a foreign colony and the nation’s sove- 
reignty ulterly trampled down owing ito the aggression 
of forsign imperialists. This period is also characterized 
by an eventful period when our people vigorously 
fought against imperialism and feudalism and _ for 
achieving the independence of the country and = safe- 
guarding the sovereignty of the nation. 

The feudal Li dynasiy fell into deep crisis as a re- 
sult of peasant uprisings which swept ail over the co- 
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uniry in the mid-i9th cenfury, frequent invasions on fhe 
part of European and American capitalist forces‘ 
warships and the infiltration of Reman-Catholicism. 
Around that time the Regent Taewongun fried to 
rescue the feudal kingdom from crisis. 

Taewongun Li Ha Ung was father of Kojong who 
ascended the throne in 1863. Keojong, an infant sur- 
rounded by nonentities, was on the throne at the age 
of 12, succeeding to the throne of Cheliong who had 
no child, in the capacity of the distant relative, affer he 
passed away. Taewongun means an honorary fitle of 
the father of the king. 

faewongun who seized power in place cf his son, 
young king, carried out a series of reforms with the 
aim of tiding over the crisis of the feudal state. 

The first step toward that end was to get rid of 
bureaucrats from Kim family of Andong origin, mater- 
nal relatives of the royal court, who had long establi- 
shed family monopolist conirol of the state's important 
posts and resorted fo a rule by power, and appointed 
aristocrats who had once been excluded from political 
arena to high government posts. 

Fie put in proper order schools where Confucianism 
had been preached and propagated. These schools 
were then known as the nominally educational institu- 
tions but, in actual fact, they served to squeeze the 
people’s wealth. So they were the target of people's 
hatred. These institutions were swarming with local 
aristocrats who formed factional groups to oppose 
centralism. With an eye to consolidating the royal au- 
thority, he abolished hosts of schools. Forty schools 
remained only under licences of the state. 
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steps were taken fo requlaie excessive exploitation 
and increase state revenue. The double and treble tax 
collection was prohibited and aristocrats were given 
no exemption from tax. Each household of them was 
placed under the obligation to pay two ryang of tax. 
Imported goods from China and Japan were subject to 
taxation. No individual was permitted to open goid, 
silver, copper and ore mines. The state had mining 
rights alone. These measures led to marked increase in 
state revenue. 

Taewongun spent a huge sum of money amcunting 
to 25 million ryang and enormous manpower to build 
the Kyongbok-gung Palace. The aim was to raise the 
prestige of the feudal dynasty. 

Externally, he stubbornly pursued a policy of isola- 
tion. When Japan proposed the establishment of diplo- 
matic relations after the Meiji Restoration, a bourgeois 
revolution, he flatly rejected it. The sarne stand was 
adopted towards European and American capitalist 
countries for their trade contact proposal. In 1866 the 
nine French priests entered Korea as a fifth column for 
European and American capitalists’ aggression, but 
these priests and thousands of Korean Catholic men 
were arrested and kéiiled. 

While feilowing the policy of isolation externally, 
internally he took steps to increase the nation’s defen- 
ce capabilities—consolidating military establishments, 
building warships and introducing new-type weapons 
from foreign countries. 

Such steps were an important factor in repulsing the 
European and American capitalist aggression at the 
time. And the firm anti-aggression stand adopted by 
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the state was a source of boundless inspiration fo the 
people in their struggle and contributed to organizing 
the war of resistance effectively. 

In 1866 the US piraie ship General Sherman which 
had infruded into the Taedong-gang River was sent io 
the bolfom of the river and a French fleet which had 
invaded Kanghwa-do Island the same year was also 
repulsed. In 1871 a US imperialist aggressive fleet 
which had attacked Kanghwa-do Island was warded 
off. 

lf Taewongun was really concerned with saving the 
nation from crisis, he should have adapted himself to 
the trend of the time and followed the road leading to 
the couniry’s modernization, by taking advantage of 
the victory won in the fight to crush the European and 
American capitalist aggression and the heightened 
people's patriotic zeal. But he attempted to maintain 
the outdated feudal system, highly anachronistic, pro- 
ceeding from the standpoint of hidebound feudal rul- 
ing class. Finally his policy failed. 

Overissue of low-valued money for the erection of 
the Kyongbok-gung Palace caused straits for state 
finance. Forced collection of a new tax under the name 
of “donation” and compulsory labour evoked the peo- 
ple’s discontent. 

Around this time, a group headed by Min, 
daughter-in-law of Taewongun and wife of King 
Kojong, deposed him from office in 1873 under the 
name of “direct imperial rule’’ and seized power. 

There followed conflicts between Min's group and 
Taewongun. A mad scramble for power and the grow- 
ing dependence on foreign forces led the country 
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to the verge of ruin. 

The great leader Comrade Kim il Sung has said: 

“in the last days of the feudal sociefy of the Li 
dynasty the situation of our couniry was pariicularly 
appalling. Peopie were not concerned with saving the 
couniry by iheir cwn efforis; on the contrary, aiflerent 
factions did their ufmost fo get the assistance of fo- 
reign powers in order io achieve theiz pariisan ends 
whenever something happened.” 

Aiter their advent to power, Min's group soon 
removed Taewcongun and his followers from office 
and took a reckless open-peri policy without sys- 
tematic preparation. 

The Japanese eécegressors who had been looking 
for a chance to invade Korea dispatched their warship 
Unyo-martu to Korea, which sailed up to Kanghwa-do 
Island in 1875. After bombardment she took to flight. 
Korean garrison troops’ self-ceiensive shelling served 
as a pretext for reinroad of Korea. The following year 
their several ships entered the waters of Korea and 
forced it to conclude a humiliating unequal treaty. 

The feucal government led by Min's group sur- 
rendered to the Japanese aggressors and was forced 
to conclude the “Korea-Japan Friendship Treaty” 
(usually known as “Kanghwa-do Treaty” from the loca- 
tion of ifs conclusion). Then came the opening of port 
cities such as Pusan, Wonsan and Inchon. This was 
followed by similar treaties with European and Amer- 
ican capitalist countries—the United States, Britain, 
France, Germany and jtsarist Russia—in the beginning 
of 1880s. 

Because of the invasion of the Japanese imperial- 
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isis and Eurepean end American imperialist countries 
and corrupiion in feudal ruling circles, the people's 
living conditions were further aggravated and the 
couniry’s sovereignty was ruthlessly trampled down. 
in 1882 (Imo) soldiers in Seoul were supplied with 
siony rice as living expenses after the interval of se- 
veral months. Enraged by this, they rose in revolt a- 
gaist foreign invasion and feudal oppression. 

In 1684 (Kapsin) an enlightenment group represent- 
ed by the progressive young oOificiais of feudal geniry 
origin atiempied a bourgeois revoiuiion whose pre- 
gramme was to set the couniry on ihe road of de- 
velopment on modern lines. The reactionary arid 
conservative Min‘'s clique begged Ching, a feudal 
dynasty of China, to send troops and crush these 
righteous struggles. 

In 1894 the Kabo Peasant War broke oul, oc- 
casioned by a peasant uprising in Kobu, Choila Pro- 
vince. The war which swept the southern area of Korea 
was of anii-imperialist, anti-feudal nature. 

In June that year the Japanese imperialisis brougnt 
large troops info Korea under the pretext for ‘‘proiec- 
tion” of their legation and residenis. In July the Japan- 
ese imperialist aggression army attacked and seized 
the Korean royal palace and then ceclarea war on 
Ching to drive her troops from Korea. Then followed 
savage suppressive measures against the peasant up- 
rising. From time fo time thereafter, Korea siaried fo 
be reduced to a colony of Japanese imperiatism. 

The feudal ruling circles of the Li dynasty which 
had banked on Ching fill then, were now inclined to 
lean on tsarist Russia when the power of Japanese 
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imperialism ruled the roost in Kerea after the Sino- 
Japanese War. 

The nefarious Japanese imperialists regarded this as 
a dangerous symptom and decided to take counter- 
measures. This took the form of brutal massacre of 
Queen Min, chieftain of pro-Russian group, in October 
1895. The heavier weight of intervention was thrown 
against the feudal Korean government. They began ico 
nibble at economic concessions in Korea one by one. 
in 1904, imperialist Japan started war on isarisi Russia 
and defeated it. In 1905 it forced the Korean foudal 
government to sign the ‘’Ulsa Protectorate Treaty” and 
deprived Korea of her right to handle foreign affairs. 

In this period the US imperialist aggressors “pro- 
mised” in the ‘‘Korea-US Treaty of Amity and Trace” 
concluded in 1882 that they would respect the in- 
dependence of Korea and that both contracting pariies 
would cooperate with each other in case of emergency. 
But they evaded repeated requests made by the Ko- 
rean feudal government for aid to check the Japanese 
imperialists’ invasion and intervention. They assisted 
the Japanese imperialists in their aggression on Kerea 
in various ways. 

In 1907 the Japanese imperialist aggressors again 
forced the Korean feudal government to sign an ag- 

ressive seven-point treaty, took over fhe Korean ad- 

ministrative, judicial, financial and police matters and 
disbanded even the Korean army whose number was 
then small. 

In August 1910, Japanese imperialism finally occupi- 
ed Korea and made her its complete colony. 

After the occupation of Korea the fiendish Japanese 


111 


imperialists established a ‘military government” fo mas- 
sacre her people at random with the help of gendarme, 
army and police. 

‘iowever, the Korean people were never daunted. 
Before and affer the occupation of Korea by the Japa- 
nese imperialists the Korean people  unflinchingly 
fought against the Japanese aggressors and for the in- 
dependence of the country—to name a few, the Vol- 
unteer Army struggle, Independence Army movement, 
patriotic enlightenment movement and March First Po- 
pular Uprising. But, despite of stubbornly launched na- 
tionwide struggle against Japanese imperialism, they in- 
eviiably ended in failure on account of the absence of 
a creat political leader, an outstanding leader capable 
of providing them with correct leadership. 


2] Kerean People’s Indemitable Siruggle 
in Defence of Sovereignty 


REPULSE OF US AND FRENCH ARMED ATTACKS 


The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung has noted: 

“in 4&65 ihe peopie of Pyongyang sank the US pi- 
rale ship General Shernian which intruded inio the 
Taedeng-gang River. Our people and soidiers also re- 
puised an invading French ship.” 
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The US aggressors, who had been scheming to turn 
Korea info their colony and invade Asia, using her as 
a stepping stone, since ihe 1840s, seni the armed pirate 
ship General Sherman to the Taedong-gang River in 
August 1846 in an attempt to loot treasures preserved 
in kings’ fombs in the outskirts of Pyongyang andi force 
Korea to sign an aggressive frealy of trace. The 
freebooters randomly opened fire, killing seven 
Koreans. All sorts of outrages were commitied. They 
attacked villages on the riverside to loot the property 
and requested 1,000 sok of rice and huge quantities of 
gold. When this request was rejected, they detained 
Korean government emissaries who had been sent to 
negotiate. Enraged at this, soldiers and people of 
Pyonayang headed by Kim Ung U, great-grandfather 
of the respected and beloved leader Marshal 
Kim lf Sung, piled wood on ships and set fire to them, 
and annihilated the pirates. 

In October that year, a French aggressive fleet sail- 
ed up to Kanghwa-do Island to force the Korean feu- 
dal government to conclude an unequal treaty. The 
execution of nine French priests who had entered Korea 
for espionage activity was the pretext for French in- 
road. The fleet, armed by seven warships and 2,560 
crewmen, sailed to Kanghwa-do Island and butchered 
the people and attempted to take away cultural relics. 
Popular anger was brought to a head by this. Peopie 
were organized into a volunteer army. Soldiers who 
were stationed on the castle on Mf. Munsu-san to de- 
fend the estuary of the Han-gang River deluged the 
invading warships with shells, killing 120 sailors. Gun- 
ners in Pyongan Province who were defending the 
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castle on Mt. Chongjok-san on Kanghwa-do Island 
finished off more than 160 sailors by employing a de- 
coying and storming tactics, thus completely warding 
off the aggressor troops. 

In 1866, 100 American gangsters headed by Den- 
kins, a staff member of the Shanghai consulate, intrud- 
ed into Toksan county, Chungchong Province, and dug 
up the tomb of the father of Taewongun, the then 
highest representative of the Korean feudal govern- 
ment, to steal his body. Their aim was to force Korea 
fo accept an unequal treaty by using this corpse as a 
bait. But their act of brigandage encountered with the 
powerful resistance on the part of the people in this 
area. 

In May 1871, another US fleet armed with five war- 
ships, 85 guns and 1,230 sailors and commanded by 
Low, the then US resident minister in Ching, and Rod- 
gers, the then Commander of the US Asian Fleet, in- 
truded info Kanghwa-do Island. The US aggressors 
brazenfacedly demanded an unequal treaty on the 
pretext of the General Sherman incident. 

The Korean soldiers and people fought the inva- 
ders with fortitude. Their firm will fo struggle can be 
seen in the stone monuments then erected in many 
places of the country. 

The epitaph reads: “Refusal to fight Western bar- 
barians’ invasion precisely means reconciliation; advo- 
cacy of peace negotiation means selling the country”. 

Korean artillerymen fired into the enemy's war- 
ships which had penetrated into the Han-gang River 
and beat them back. Soldiers in Chojijin and Kwang- 
songjin fortresses on Kanghwa-do Island inflicted mas- 
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sive casualties upon the invading enemies and com- 
pletely routed them. 

All the victories won by the Korean people in rout- 
ing the US imperialist aggressors were a world histo- 
rically important victory, which meant the first crushing 
defeat on those who embarked on the overseas in- 
vasion. 


SOLDIERS’ MUTINY IN 1882 AND 
BOURGEOIS REVOLUTION IN 1884 


Due to the rapidly intensified aggression and plund- 
er by the Japanese militarists following the opening of 
ports to trade, the sovereignty of the Korean people 
was ruthlessly trampled underfoot. Revolts broke out 
in succession against the Japanese aggressors. A great 
wave of protest spread to the army camp. 

In 1882 the group of Queen Min, who drained the 
country of ifs revenue by their riotous living, supplied 
soldiers with only one month’s food ration as their pay 
after the interval of 13 months. Provisions were rotten 
and stony, into the bargain. The enraged soldiers 
launched a protest against the behaviors of wicked 
officials. But the government answered this with 
retaliation. The soldiers rose in revolt in July that year. 
They stormed into the house of Min group and the 
royal court and finished off wicked officials. They 
slew Japanese military instructors and drove the Jap- 
anese aggressors out of Korea. 

Taking advantage of the armymen’'s revolt, Taewon- 
gun, an opponent of Queen Min, seized power again. 
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At that time, Queen Min, disguised as a court lady, 
managed to escape from, a searching net and took to 
flight to Chungju. Scon she appealed to the Ching 
government for aid. Then came the response and 3,000 
troops cruelly put down the righteous insurrection. 

fhe revolt was unsuccessful because it was poli- 
tically and organizationally unprepared. But this was 
the first massive strugcle of crucial importance in view 
of the dual nature of its struggle—anti-Japanese and 
anti-feudal. 

The first bourgeois revolutionary movement in Ko- 
rea occurred in 1884. As a result of ceaseless peasant 
uprising and emergence of capitalist relations the 
whole structure of feudalism began io decline. In the 
mid-19th century some progressive intellectuals and 
officials advocated an enlightenment idea that called 
for reforming a backward feudal system, on modern 
lines and paving the way to capitalism. Beginning in 
the 1870s an enlightenment group took shape with 
Kim Ok Gyun as its leader. As the government crisis 
became more evident following the opening of ports, 
adherents of the enlightenment idea emphasized the 
need for modernity. In the meantime they sent young 
people to Japan to be educated and pushed forward 
preparations for building a modern army of 1,900. 

A modern newspaper “Hansong Sunbo” appeared. 
Reforms were undertaken in postal service and police 
siructure throughout the country. But the reforms faced 
resistance from the conservative reactionary officials. 
in December 1884, they staged a coup d'etat, taking 
advantage of a banquet arranged in honour of the in- 
auguration of a postal service bureau, and disposed of 
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conservative ministers. There followed the formation of 
a new government. A new political programme was 
published. The programme rejected the Ching’s inter- 
ference in Korea’s domestic affairs and the Korean 
feudal lords’ flunkeyist diplomacy and called for re- 
forming the old relations and developing modern in- 
dustry, transport and military affairs. 

But it was ineffective in view of the entry of the 
Ching army of 1,500 at the request of conservative of- 
ficials and the Japanese army's violation of its avowed 
“support”. Thus the government of the enlightenment 
group was short lived. The coup d'etat failed to attain 
its aim. This is explained by the fact that there was a 
foreign armed intervention; Korean national bourgeoi- 
sie adopted a wavering aititude; and the coup had 
a serious weakness—failing to stress a combination 
with the anti-feucal struggle of the peasants. But it was 
the first bourgeois revolution ever attempted in Korea, 
which aspired to a modernization on an independent 
basis. 


PEASANT WAR IN 1894 


Throughout the country there were frequent ouf- 
breaks against foreign aggression and feudalism follow- 
ing the opening of ports. The people's struggles finally 
developed into a peasant war of tremendous propor- 
tions in 1894. In February that year the peasants in Kobu, 
Cholla Province, rose in revolt against the cruel acts of 
plunder by a vicious county governor. The revolt soon 
spread over Cholla and Chungchong provinces. At the 
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end of April, Chon Bong Jun, the leader of the upris- 
ing, organized an army of 8,000. The slogans were: 
“Drive out Jaoanese and Western aggressors!" and “Put 
the country’s political affairs on the right track and lef 
the people live with peace of mind!” 

At the end of May, the peasant army beat the go- 
vernment army and occupied Chonju, capital of Chol- 
la Province. Flurried by this, the feudal lords appealed 
to the Ching government for troop dispatch and, at the 
same time, proposed a deceptive truce. Knowing that 
the foreign armed intervention might involve fateful 
consequences affecting the life of the nation, the pea- 
sant army advanced a 12-point programme as a device 
for reform. When the feudal government accepted it, 
the peasant army withdrew from Chonju on June 11. 

The points laid down in the programme were of 
anti-feudal and anti-aggressive nature. They included: 
punishing wicked officials and pro-Japanese elements, 
burning the documenis in relation to servants and 
dividing land evenly. 

At that time the Japanese militarists who had been 
watching for a chance to invade Korea, landed their 
army of 8,000 men at Inchon on June 9, the following 
day when Ching troops of 2,000 men effected a land- 
ing at Asan Bay. Their pretext was to “protect"’ their 
residents in Korea. 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung has declar- 
ed: 

‘We do net forget the history of the Japanese im- 
perialisis’ invasion ef cur country. They began worming 
their way info Korea in 1894 under the pretext of pro- 
tecting Japanese residenis in Korea.” 
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The Japanese pretext for froop dispatch was, in 
fact, to cover up their blackhearted intension to drive 
the Ching troops from Korea and have a free hand 
there. But their pretext scon became groundless when 
the peasant army proposed truce. As things came to 
such a pass the Japanese imperialists now tried to 
introduce “reforms into Korea’s domestic administra- 
tion”. Finally their gangster-like nature reached its 
high-water mark when they seized the Korean court, 
on the night of July 23, and two days later they laun- 
ched an attack on the Ching troops without declaring 
war. Such was the beginning of the Sino-Japanese War. 

Confronted with the Japanese imperialists’ armed 
incursion, the very life of the nation was at stake. So, 
the peasant army stood up again in a save-the-nation 
struggle in October that year. At the end of November 
Chon Bong Jun worked out a plan to occupy Seoul. In 
accordance with this plan he, leading the peasant army 
of tens of thousands of men that assembled in Ronsan, 
Chungchong Province, started storming into Kongju. 
But after 10 days of fierce fighting against the Japane- 
se modernly-equipped regular army and the govern- 
ment troops, the peasant army metits waterloo. Chon 
Bong Jun was arrested and next year ended his days 
on the gallows in Seoul. Working on the pretext for 
putting down the peasant army, the Japanese impe- 
rialists’ agaression troops savagely slaughtered 
300,000-400,000 innocent people and committed 
destruction, plunder and rape. All these facts convin- 
cingly proved that the very Japanese imperialists were 
the outrageous aggressor and the inveterate enemy of 
the Korean people. 
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Though the peasant war miscarried, if dealf a heavy 
blow at the aggressive policy of Japanese imperialism 
and greatly stimulated the modernization movement 
in Korea. 


ANTI-JAPANESE VOLUNTEERS’ STRUGGLE AND 
PATRIOTIC CULTURAL ENLIGHTENMENT MOVEMENT 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung has noted: 

“The anti-lapanese volunteers’ struggle which last- 
ed nearly 40 years before and after the year of 1910 
when the nation was ruined, gave a severe blow to 
the Japanese robbers.” 

The righteous volunteers’ struggle against the Jap- 
anese imperialists’ aggression took place before and 
after the period of their occupation of Korea. 

After the Sino-Japanese War the Japanese imperial- 
ists’ aggression became more undisguised. In October 
1895 the Japanese imperialists killed Queen Min. This 
sparked off an anti-Japanese volunteers’ struggle. The 
struggle was brought to a head by the conclusion of a 
humiliating treaty in 1905. 

lt gathered momentum rapidly, involving 60 coun- 
ties. Particularly noteworthy among many volunteer 
army corps was Sin Dol Sok-led unit which defeated the 
Japanese imperialist gendarmes and pro-Japanese reac- 
tionary troops in Kyongsang and Kangwon provinces. 

The anti-Japanese volunteers’ struggle was combin- 
ed with people's revolts of the same purpose in differ- 
ent parts and finally swept across the country, occa- 
sioned by the dissolution of the Korean army in 1907. 
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As the struggie was joined by dissolved soldiers tt a- 
rose fo a crescendo. In December that year, the comb- 
ined Volunteer Army soldiers advanced to the area 
i2 kilometres away from Seoul and fought fierce 
battles against the Japanese army. In Wonju and 
Chungju, they put some 600 Japanese troops out of 
action. That year, the number of pro-Japanese lackeys 
killed at the hands of the Volunteer Army reached 
some 9,200. 

Hong Bom Do-led unit active in the northern region 
of Korea, which was composed of hunters and wor- 
kers, wiped out a company-strong Japanese “punitive 
troops” in Pukchon. The anti-Japanese volunteers’ strug- 
gle was a nationwide save-the-nation struggle, partici- 
pated in by all sections of patriotic people with the 
peasants as their centre. Even according to the doctor- 
ed data released by the Japanese imperialists, between 
1907 and 1909 there were 2,672 battles, involving about 
138,600 volunteer soldiers. 

Around this time dramatic events took place outside 
Korea. Patriotic young men Chon Myong Un and Chang 
In Hwan killed an American Stevenson who actively 
helped the Japanese imperialist aggressors, working 
as a diplomatic adviser of the Korean feudal govern- 
ment. The incident took place in March 1908 at San 
Francisco. Another patriot An Jung Gun shot Ito Hirobu- 
mi who was a chieftain of Korean invasion, in October 
1909, at the Harbin railway station, Manchuria. 

The Japanese imperialist aggressors put down sa- 
vagely the righteous anti-Japanese volunteers’ struggle 
of the Korean people. They killed the people randomly 
and burnt houses everywhere they went. According to 
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reports of the Japanese imperialists 11,562 patriots were 
killed in 1908 alone. 

Even after the Japanese imperialists occupied Korea, 
the Volunteer Army soldiers never ceased to fight and 
now their theatre of struggle moved to Manchuria and 
Siberia. The anti-Japanese volunteers’ struggle suffered 
setbacks due to lack of the guidance by the advanced 
class and lack of the sense of organization and due to 
the savage suppression on the part of the Japanese 
imperialists. But it greatly demonstrated the patriotism 
of the Korean people and their anti-imperialist spirit. 

At that time, progressive intellectuals launched vi- 
gorously a patrictic cultural enlightenment movement, 
aimed to reform the country on modern lines and safe- 
guard national sovereignty. 

Their main activities were to instil into the minds of 
the masses the anii-Japanese patriotic spirit, national 
sense of consciousness and modernism. With this pur- 
pose in view, they formed organizations, conducted 
publishing activity and mass propaganda and_ ran 
schools. They built the Tokrib-mun or Independence 
Gate, in 1896 and put out a pacer “Tokrib Sinmun” to 
advocate the need to safeguard independence. In 1898 
an all-people joint meeting was organized to criticize 
foreign aggression and the rulers’ acts of selling the 
country. At the end of the 19th century newspapers 
“Hwangsong Sinmun”, “Cheguk Sinmun" and others 
were published. An editorial denouncing traitorous pro- 
visions of the treaty in 1905 coniributed to rousing the 
people for the anti-Japanese struggle. After the year of 
1905, many societies including the “Taehan Chagang 
Society” and the “Sou Society” sprang up, magazines 
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Were published and schools set up. Ali these served to 
instil into the minds of people the anti-Japanese patrio- 
tic spirit and national consciousness. 

As the patriotic cultural enlightenment movement 
rapidly gained ground, the Japanese imperialists pro- 
mulgated evil laws—the ‘Lew on Newspapers” and the 
“Law on Private Schools". Under them patriotic cultur- 
al organizations were dissolved; schools closed down; 
and newspapers and magazines ordered to cease 
publication. 


NATIONWIDE MARCH FIRST POPULAR UPRISING 


The brigandish Japanese imperialists who occupied 
Korea replaced the residency-general with the govern- 
ment-general. Terauchi, who was the notorious minister 
of army of Japan, was appointed to the post of the first 
governor-general. 

The Japanese imperialists turned the whole of 
Korea into a prison by placing two divisions of the 
ground force, two naval detachmenis, more than 20,000 
gendarmes and police there. “Koreans should be cbe- 
dient to the laws of Japan or be killed'’—under this 
slogan they established a military rule. A flood of de- 
crees was let loose including the ‘‘Company Decree” in 
1910 and the “Land Survey Decree” in 1912 in order to 
restrict the business activity of Korean national capital- 
ists, expropriate land and plunder natural wealth. 

Due to the colonial policy of oppression and pillage 
conducted by the Japanese imperialists the Korean peo- 
ple’s political rights and freedom were ruthlessly tram- 
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pled underfoot, and land and natural resources passed 
into the hands of the Japanese. The people were thus 
reduced to pauperism. 

Their national wrath against the brigandish Japan- 
ese imperialists pent up through the bitter experience 
of ruined people end the burning aspiration to achieve 
independence at last sparked a nationwide uprising on 
March 1, 1919. The uprising, occasioned by an_anti- 
Japanese demonstration by hundreds of thousands of 
citizens in Seoul, soon spread all over the country. The 
demonstrators, loudly shouting ‘Japanese residents and 
troops, get oul!” and “Long live Korean independen- 
cel", destroyed Japanese government institutions and 
bravely fought empty-handed the heavily-armed Japan- 
ese imperialist army and police. A demonstration also 
took place in Pyongyang. The angry citizens rolled over 
into the demonstration. At thai fime the young great 
leader joined the demonsirators of Mangyongdae and 
advanced into the Potong-mun Gate, cheering repea- 
tedly for independence. 

Meanwhile, outside Korea—Nertheast China, Sibe- 
ria and Japan-—the Koreans’ movement for indepen- 
cence also took place. 

The March First Popular Uprising was a nationwide 
anti-Japanese, nation-saving struggle. Even according 
to the curtailed data released by the Japanese imperial- 
ists there were 1,089 uprisings and demonstrations in 
618 cities and counties. The Japanese imperialists at- 
tempted to ruthlessly suppress the Korean people's just 
patriotic struggle. Modernly equipped regular troops, 
gendarmes and police were mobilized to quell the re- 
bellious people. During three months following the up- 
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rising some 23,470 Korean pafriois were killed or 
wounded, and 46,948 arrested. In April that year the 
Japanese troops locked more than 1,000 villagers in a 
church in Cheam-ri, Suwon county, Kyonggi Province, 
and shot or burned them to death. All the facts clearly 
proved that the Japanese imperialisis were the nefari- 
ous man-killer and the inveterate enemy of the Korean 
people. 

The March First Popular Uprising suffered the histo- 
rical fate. The factor responsible for the failure of the 
uprising can be explained by the fact that there was 
no outstanding leader capable of exercising leadership 
and that stupid flunkeyist-bourgeois naticnalists who 
labelled themselves as a “leader” of the movement 
only counted on foreign forces. But the uprising fully 
demonstrated the Korean people's capacity for united 
action and their indomitable mettle. li marked the turn 
from the bourgeois nationalist movement to the na- 
tional liberation movement led by the working class 
in our couniry. 
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8. STRUGGLE FOR THE 
RESTORATION OF THE 
LOST COUNTRY 


1} Glerious Anti-Japanese Revolutionary 
Sirugale 


In the period before and after the occupation of 
Korea by Japanese imperialism the Korean people 
ceaselessly waged various forms of anti-Japanese 
struggles—the anti-Japanese volunteers’ struggle, the 
movement of the Independence Army, the patriotic en- 
lightenment movement and the March First Popular 
Uprising. 

The communist movement in our country, foo, be- 
gan to develop from the beginning of the 1920s under 
the impact of the October Socialist Revolution. 

But those communists or nationalists who were al- 
legedly engaged in the struggle to liberate the Korean 
nation did not lift a finger to mobilize the masses of 
the labouring people in the revolutionary movement 
and were bogged down in factional _ strife,  whiling 
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away the time in word juggling against each other, 
isolated from the masses. 

The nationalist movement and early communist mo- 
vement were doomed to failure and our revolution went 
through many twists and turns, for they did not have 
the wise leadership of a great leader and were not 
led by a correct guiding idea. 

Our people had eagerly looked forward to a great 
leader who would show the road to be followed by the 
Korean revolution and lead this revolution. 

At this historic juncture, the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung rose as the sun of the nation, bringing 
about the dawn of national liberation. 

He overcame the serious defects and limitations of 
the preceding nationalist movement and early com- 
munist movement and set out on the road of revolu- 
tion, upholding the lofty concept of his father 
Kim Hyong Jik to restore the lost couniry. 

An indomitable anti-Japanese revolutionary fighter, 
Kim Hyong Jik was an outstanding leader of the anti- 
Japanese national liberation movement in our country 
who paved the way for the restoration of the home- 
land. 

Kim Hyong Jik who plunged himself into the strug- 
gle against the Japanese imperialists with the high aim 
of winning the independence of the country in_ his 
early years formed the Korean National Association 
(KNA) on March 23, 1917 with a view to achieving Ko- 
rea’s independence through the efforts of the Korean 
people themselves. 

The KNA was the most steadfast revolutionary or- 
ganization in the stand against imperialism and the big- 
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gest and most active anti-Japbanese underground fev- 
olutionary organization in our country in the period 
before and after the March First Popular Uprising. 

Under Kim Hyong Jik’s guidance the KNA spread 
to Pyongan and Hwanghae provinces and all other 
parts of the country and even abroad. It organized and 
mobilized the masses in vigorous anti-Japanese strug- 
gle, closely combining legal with illegal activities and 
political with military activities. 

Later he shifted the theatre of his revolutionary 
activity to the areas of the Amnok-gang River, the nor- 
thern frontier of Korea, and strove heart and soul to 
push the anti-Japanese national liberation movement of 
our couniry fo a new stage. Particularly in the period 
before and after the March First Movement in 1919, he 
indicated the orientation and ways for changing the 
course of siruggle from the nationalist to the com- 
munist movement and devoted himself to awakening 
the masses of all sections io new progressive ideas and 
rousing them in the sacred proletarian revolution in 
the vasi areas of Manchuria and Korea with the Amnok- 
gang River region as the centre. 

On June 5, 1926, at the age of 32, Kim Hyong Jik 
who had hewed a rugged and untrodden path for the 
restoration of the lost couniry, passed away, so pitifully 
young, because of the wounds he got while siruggling 
against Japanese imperialism. 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung carried 
forward the noble concept of his father Kim Hyong Jik 
to resiore the lost country and succeeded to his lofty 
revolutionary cause. In the course of cleaving the path 
of revolution through thorny bushes, he fathered the 
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immortal Juche idea that the masfers of the revolution 
and construction are the masses of the people and 
they are the motive force of the revolution and con- 
struction. He did this by basing himself on his all- 
round analysis and review of the historical lesson of 
the Korean revolution. 

On the basis of the great Juche idea calling for 
adherence to the independent and creative stand in 
the revolutionary struggle, he organized and led the 
glorious anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle to bril- 
liant victory, defeating Japanese imperialism and bring- 
ing about the dawn of the country's restoraiion. 

The anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle organized 
and led by the great leader Comrade Kim il Sung can 
be divided into two periods—the pericd of his early 
revolutionary activities and that of the anti-Japanese 
armed struggle. 

The first period covers the period frorn the time 
when he formed the Down-wiith-Imperialism Union in 
October 1926 and began his revolutionary activities to 
the days before he started the armed struggle. 

The formation of a genuinely communistic and rev- 
olutionary organization, the first of its kind in Korea, 
became a starting-point in developing the revolution- 
ary struggle of our people independently under the 
banner of Marxism-Leninism. 

In the early years of his revolutionary activities con- 
ducted with Kirin as a centre when he formed the DIU, 
Comrade Kim Il Sung formulated the guiding theory 
for the Korean revolution and cut a figure as the great 
leader of the Korean revolution who is endowed with 
unwavering fidelity to the revolutionary _ principle, 
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indomitable will, skilful organizing ability, extraordin- 
ary revolutionary sweep, revolutionary work method, 
mass style of work and superb art of leadership. 

The second period ranges from the time when the 
great leader began an armed struggle to August 1945 
when he defeated the Japanese imperialists, bringing 
the restoration of fhe lost country. 

The anti-Japanese armed struggle organized and 
led by the great leader has three major stages in its 
development. 

The first stage extends from the period when the 
great leader organized armed units and started the 
armed struggle in accordance with the policy set forth 
at the Mingyuehkou Meeting in December 1931 to the 
period preceding the Nanhutou Meeting in February 
1936. 

Between the end of the 1920s and the beginning of 
the 1930s the Japanese imperialists intensified the fas- 
cist suppression unprecedentedly, against which the 
broad masses of the people rose with violence. 

At this historic moment, the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung advanced the most correct, Juche-based 
revolutionary line and brightly illuminated the path of 
struggle before the Korean people who were af a loss 
which course to take and how fo struggle. 

Basing himself on this line he founded the Korean 
People’s Revolutionary Army, the first revolutionary 
armed force of the Korean people, under the difficult 
conditions where there was no foundation of national 
army nor state to provide a rear. He set up revolu- 
tionary bases in the vast areas along the Tuman-gang 
River and led the bloody struggles to defend the 
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guerrilla bases to victory. One of these battles was the 
battle waged in defence of the Hsiaowangching guer- 
rilla base. Meanwhile, he established for the first time 
in Korea a people's revolutionary government, ge- 
nuine people's power, in the guerrilla bases to lay a 
solid mass base for the revolution and, on this basis, 
energetically carried out the work to develop the anti- 
Japanese armed sfruggle and to promote a movement 
in favour of an anti-Japanese national! united front and 
push forward the organizational and ideologica! pre- 
parations for founding a Marxist-Leninist party. 

Under the new circumstances that the revolution- 
ary forces increased and the enemy's offensive against 
guerrilla bases became intensified, the great leader 
dissolved for further advance the guerrilla bases set up 
along the Tuman-gang River and advanced the units 
of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army to the 
vast areas to conduct positive military and _ political 
activities. 

The second stage of the anti-Japanese armed st- 
ruggle covers the latter half of the 1930s, that is, from 
the Nanhutou Meeting in February 1936 to just before 
the Hsiaohaerhpaling Meeting in August 1940. This 
period was marked by a great upswing in the whole 
revolutionary movement of the Korean people with the 
anti-Japanese armed struggle as the axis in spite of the 
unprecedentedly intensified Japanese imperialists’ 
policy of suppression and reactionary offensive. 

Completely upset by the ever-growing anti-Japan- 
ese armed struggle, the Japanese imperialists were 
desperate in preparing an aggressive war on the 
mainland of China in the middle of the 1930s. On the 
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other hand, in order fo turn Korea into their "stable 
rear” they set up or expanded police stations even in 
the remote mounfain villages, covering the whole coun- 
try with the police and spy networks, and further in- 
tensified their savage repression against the people. 
With a view to making preparations for aggression on 
the Continent, they bled the Korean workers white— 
they forced them to do slave labour for 12 to 16 hours 
a day. They robbed Korea of 8-10 million sok of rice 
(one sok equals 150 kg) every year. Thus, national and 
class contradictions in Korea became more acute and 
anti-Japanese sentiments rose to great heights among 
the broad masses. 

At this historic moment, the great leader convened 
the Nanhutou Meeting in February 1936 and put for- 
ward a prudent policy of expanding and developing 
the armed struggle io the homeland and energetically 
pushing ahead with the movement for an anti-Japanese 
national united front and the preparatory work for 
founding a Korean Communist Party on a nationwide 
scale and showed the correct way of bringing about 
a new upswing in the Korean’ revolution as a whole 
that centred on the anti-Japanese armed struggle. He 
founded the Association for the Restoration of the 
Fatherland, the first anti-Japanese national united front 
body in our country, in May 1936 and built up revo- 
lutionary bases of a new type in the Paekdusan area 
and, on this basis, pushed ahead with the work of an 
anti-Japanese national united front and the prepara- 
tions for founding a Communist Party on a full scale 
throughout the country. In those days, the great leader 
led the Korean People's Revolutionary Army deep into 
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the homeland through a bristling forest of bayonets 
and conducted positive offensive against the enemy. 
He successfully carried out the Pochonbo Baitle and 
the battle in the Musan area, thereby dealing heavy 
blows at the Japanese imperialists. Afterwards, he 
advanced to the northeast of Mt. Paekdu-san with the 
KPRA units under his personal command and carried 
out large-unit circling operation, striking terror info 
the hearts of the Japanese imperialists by employing a 
guerrilla tactics of preternatural swiftness. 

Thus, thanks to the Juche-based revolutionary line 
laid down by the great leader and to his wise leader- 
ship the Korean revolution as a whole, centring on the 
anti-Japanese armed struggle, withstood rigorous trials 
and witnessed a great upswing. 

The third stage of the anti-Japanese armed struggle 
covers the period from the Hsiaohaerhpaling Meeting 
in August 1940 to the final victory of this struggle in 
August 1945. 

It was the time when, in view of the internal and 
external sifuation created wiih the outbreak of the 
Second World War, the large-unit guerrilla tactics 
was going over to the small-unit tactics, designed to 
achieve the restoration of the lost country, the final 
victory of the anti-Japanese armed struggle. 

At the Hsiaohaerhpaling Meeting the great leader 
put forward a wise. policy that called for bringing 
about the great event of fatherland restoration with 
full preparations in order to cope with the situation 
then obtaining af home and abroad and worked ener- 
getically for its realization. 

He devoted his all fo further strengthening the 
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KPRA politicaliy and militarily and dispatched a large 
number of small units and political workers to the en- 
emy’'s rear, especially deep into the homelana, thus 
giving severe blows to the Japanese imperialists and 
rousing the masses of the people to the vigorous anti- 
Japanese and anti-imperialist struggle to achieve the 
cause of the country’s liberation. 

Indeed, the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle 
was an extremely arduous struggle which icok both the 
national and class liberation as its task and was fought 
against the armed-to-the-teeth gangster Japanese im- 
perialists under the conditions in which there was no 
state to provide a rear nor assistance of regular armed 
force. 

Only believing in the strength of the masses of the 
people and according to his own conviction and 
judgement, the great leader worked out a new line of 
struggle and its method, strategy and tactics of the 
revolution conforming to the reality of our country 
and, solving all matters independently—weapons, am- 
munition and food— intelligently led the anti-Japanese 
revolutionary struggle to victory and glory. 


2) Brilliant Exploits 


DOW in- WITH-EMPERIALISM UNION 


The formation of the Down-with-Imperialism Union 
(DIU) was the starting-point in developing the rev- 
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olutionary struagle of ihe Korean people independent- 
ly under the banner of genuine Marxism-Leninism. 

On October 17, 1926, the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung formed the DIU, the first genuinely com- 
rnunistic and revolutionary organization in our history, 
with youth and students who were ready to fight to the 
end for building socialism and communism in Korea. 

The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung has said 
about the Union's aims and tasks in its struggle: 

“The objective of the DIU is to fight for the future 
constructicn of socialism and communism in Korea, 
while ithe immediate objective is to defeat Japanese 
imperialism and achieve the liberation and independ- 
ence of Korea.” 

Under the well-advised guidance of the great 
leader, the DIU strove hard to propagate Marxism- 
Leninism among youth and students and other broad 
masses and energetically conducted political education 
to arm them with anti-Japanese patriotism and awaken 
their class consciousness. The Union also ceaselessly 
strove to rapidly increase its members, expand the 
ranks of hard-core communist elements and organize 
and mobilize the broad masses to the struggle against 
Japanese imperialism. 

With the DIU formed and quided by the great 
leader, the Korean people’s revolutionary struggle 
came to proceed relying on the strength of the working 
people and maintaining the stand of independence, 
and this was when the Workers’ Party of Korea began 
to put down glorious roots. 

Thus, the Korean people came under the guidance 
of Comrade Kim II Sung, the greatest leader that they 
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had for the first time in their history of thousands of 
years, and could traverse the proud path under the 
banner of Juche unfurled by him. 

Later the DIU developed into the Anti-Japanese 
Youth League and the Young Communist League. 

Through these revolutionary organizations the great 
leader brought up the hard-core communist elements 
of new generation who would shoulder the Korean 
revolution. He roused the organized force of youth and 
students to the struggle against the Japanese imperial- 
ists and reactionary warlords and had them tempered 
and seasoned in the crucible of the revolutionary 
struggle. 

In the course of treading the untrodden and thorny 
path of revolution the great leader further elaborated 
his far-sighted plan for the Korean revolution and, on 
this basis, worked out its future course and united the 
workers, peasants and youth and students to make 
them girders of the Juche-based revolution. 


TORCHLIGHT OF KOREAN REVOLUTION 


Late in the 1920s and early in the 1930s the Jap- 
anese imperialists intensified fascist suppression and 
plunder in Korea as never before, stepping up in real 
earnest their preparations for an aggressive war to 
seize Manchuria. 

In a matter of one or two years since 1929, they 
arrested, imprisoned and killed more than 16,000 Ko- 
rean people. Further, they expanded various branches 
of munitions industries needed for the carrying out of 
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the continental aggressive war and plundered ail hu- 
man and maferial resources of Korea. 

Korea was literally turned into a horrible prison 
surrounded with bayonets and into a hell on earth. 

It is a law that where there is oppression, there 
always comes resistance and where independence Is 
trampled underfoot, the flame of revolution is bound to 
flare up. Massive anti-Japanese struggles of workers, 
peasants and youth and students were launched in dif- 
ferent parts of Korea. Their resistance against the sup- 
pression by the Japanese imperialists assumed the 
nature of riot. To cite an example, there was a dockers’ 
strike at Wonsan. 

The working class and revolutionary people rose in 
the righteous struggle. But they were quite at a loss 
which course to take and how to struggle because they 
had no correct fighting line and strategy and tactics. 

In this historical period, that is, in the summer of 
1930, the great leader Comrade Kim Hl Sung, the 
genius of revolution, called the Chialun Meeting. At 
this meeting he analysed with profound wisdom the 
revolutionary situation prevailing in our country and set 
forth the Juche-oriented revolutionary line for the Ko- 
rean revolution on the basis of the far-sighted plan he 
had elaborated. At the meeting the great leader ex- 
plained the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic 
nature of the immediate Korean revolution and advan- 
ced the line of anti-Japanese armed struggle, the line 
of an anti-Japanese national united front and the policy 
for founding a revolutionary party. To advance the Ko- 
rean revolution to a new stage, he said, it was neces- 
sary to closely combine and simultaneously promote 


137 


the movernent for an anti-lapanese national united front 
and the preparatory work for the founding of a party, 
with both of these centred around ihe aniti-Japanese 
armed _ siruggle. 

The revolutionary line laid down at the Chialun 
Meeting was, indeed, a torchlicht of revolution which 
made it possible to vigorousiy advance ihe Korean 
revolution under the banner of Juche, the revolution 
which was groping about in the darkness, and a bea- 
con illumining the path of struggle for our people. 


EMERGENCE OF GENUINE REVOLUTIONARY 
ARMED FORCES 


In order to defeat the brigandish Japanese im- 
perialists armed to the teeth, it was imperative for the 
Korean pecple to possess their genuine revolutionary 
armed forces. 

The great leader who was quick to see the situation 
which was ripe for the development of revciution or- 
ganized armed ranks and started the anti-Japanese 
armed struggle on the basis of the line of anti-Japanese 
armed struggle. 

The first step taken to prepare the anii-Japanese 
armed siruggle was the formation of the Korean Rev- 
olutionary Army, a revolutionary armed group, the 
first of its kind in the history of our couniry, in July 
1930. After its estaolishment he sent its members to 
different places. 

KRA's small groups were sent out to the northern 
border areas of Korea and various other areas, and 
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they accumulated experience for armed struggle and 
vigorously pushed ahead with preparaiions for the 
formation of armed ranks, rallying the masses under the 
banner of resist-Japanese imperialism by setting up and 
enlarging anii-Japanese mass organizations and rev- 
olutionizing their areas. 

The great leader, while guiding the activities of the 
KRA, prepared the organizational backbone for the 
anti-Japanese armed strucgie and built up its mass 
foundation. He would make night journey, treading a 
rugged path against the heavy wind in the wilderness 
to go into the midst of the popular masses. 

In Sepiember 1931, the Japanese imperialists finally 
launched an armed invasion of Northeast China 
(Manchuria) and frantically perpetrated sanguinary 
suppressicn and barbarous atrocity of murder against 
the Korean people under the pretext of consolidating 
the “rear”. 

The Korean people were at the crossrcoads— 
whether to take up arms and fight or sit idle and wait 
for death. 

In keeping with the demand of such situation, fhe 
great leader set forth at the Mingyuehkou Meeting 
(December 1931) a wise policy for launching without 
delay the anti-Japanese armed struggle with guerrilla 
warfare as the main form and stepped up on a full 
scale the struggle to form the armed ranks. 

By putting forward the militant slogan “Arms are 
our life and soul! Counter armed force with armed 
force!” he roused the people to procure arms by 
wresting weapons from the enemies. In this struggle 
two revolvers left by his father and weapons obfained 
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through hard fighting served as important assets. 

Having carried out his energetic activities and made 
thoroughgoing preparations to form the armed ranks, 
the great leader, on April 25, 1932, announced to the 
whole world the founding of the Anti-Japanese Peo- 
ple's Guerrilla Army (Korean People’s Revolutionary 
Army), the first revolutionary armed force guided by 
the Juche idea in Korea. 

The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung has declared: 

“The AIPGA is made up of the workers, peasants 
and young patriots who oppose the Japanese imperial- 
ists and their stooges and love their country and peo- 
ple; it is a revolutionary armed force which will dedi- 
cate ifself to protecting the interests of the people. 

“The aim and mission of the people's guerrilla army 
is to overthrow the colonial rule of Japanese imperial- 
ism in Korea and bring national independence and so- 
cial emancipation to the Korean people.’ 

By founding the AJPGA, a genuine revolutionary 
armed force with the Juche idea as its guiding princi- 
ple, the great leader provided the motive power to 
conduct the anti-Japanese armed struggle, the main 
stream of the anti-Japanese national liberation move- 
ment in our country, and rendered it possible to inflict 
a decisive blow upon the Japanese imperialist ag- 
gressors and advance the anti-Japanese national libera- 
tion struggle of our country to a higher plane. 
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The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung forms 
the Down-with-Imperialism Union (October 
17, 1926) 


The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung ad- 
vances the Juche-oriented line for the Korean 
revolution at the Chialun Meeting (June 1930) 


The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung creates 
the Anti-Japanese People’s Guerrilla Army 
(April 25, 1932) 


Establishment of the people’s revolutionary gov- 
ernment, a genuine people’s political power, by 
the people of the guerrilla base 


Network of main organizations of the As- 
sociation for the Restoration of the Father- 
land founded and led by the great leader 
Comrade Kim II] Sung 


the 


beacon flares on the nocturnal sky over Pochonbo 
to augur the approaching liberation of the homeland, 
and shows the path to be followed by the Korean 


people (June 4, 1937) 


The great leader Comrade Kim I] Sung lights 


The great leader Comrade Kim II] Sung commands 
the battle at Taehongdan, Musan area 
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Chongbong bivouac (May 1939) 


Men of the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army conduct landing opera- 
tions at Unggi port, annihilating the Japanese imperialist aggressors 


ESTABLISHMENT OF GUERRILLA BASES—STRATEGIC 
CENTRE FOR KOREAN REVOLUTION; BATTLE 
IN DEFENCE OF HSIAOWANGCHING 


The great leader who founded the AJPGA establi- 
shed guerrilla bases as the military and strategic st- 
rongholds of the anti-Japanese armed struogle, as the 
strategic centre for the Korean revolution. 

Only by setting up solid guerrilla bases, was it pos- 
sible to carry on the long-drawn guerrilla warfare and 
protect the revolutionary masses from the enemy's 
savage massacre, while steadily expanding and streng- 
thening the armed ranks even in the encirclement by 
the formidable enemy. Specifically, the establishment 
of guerrilla bases posed itself as an ever more urgency 
inasmuch as the anti-Japanese armed struggle had to 
be waged with no state to provide a rear and with no 
support from a regular army. 

The great leader gave a clear exposition of the 
questions as to what form the guerrilla bases should 
take and where they should be set up, on the stand of 
Juche and, from the summer of 1932, vigorously push- 
ed forward the work of establishing the guerrilla bases 
in spite of the persistent obstructionist manoeuvrings 
of the enemy. As a result, in the areas flanking the 
Tuman-gang River, the northern border areas of Korea, 
vast guerrilla bases in the form of liberated areas com- 
pletely freed from the enemy's rule came into being in 
only a few months. Parallel with this, there appeared 
semi-guerrilla bases which, though nominally under 


141 


the rule of Japanese imperialism in the daytime, were 
actually controlled by the revolutionary forces in the 
nighttime. 

After the establishment of the guerrilla bases, the 
great leader advanced into the Onsong area in the 
homeland across the Tuman-gang River in March 1933 
and convened the historic Wangjaesan Meeting. At 
the meeting he put forward policies inclusive of those 
on the expansion and development of the armed sf- 
ruggle into the homeland and the establishment of 
semi-guerrilla zones in the homeland. These policies 
clearly indicated the way for giving a more powerful 
stimulus to the advance of the whole Korean revolu- 
tion with the anti-Japanese armed struggle as its axis. 

The great leader, while constantly expanding and 
strengthening the armed ranks in reliance on the guer- 
rilla bases, established a people’s revolutionary gov- 
ernment, people’s power, in the guerrilla bases and 
wisely guided the work of carrying out a series of 
democratic reforms for the people there, such as the 
guarantee of pclitical freedom, agrarian reform, in- 
troduction of eight-hour day and establishment of the 
equality of the sexes. This meant the appearance of a 
veritable land for the people in the guerrilla bases, a 
land where the labouring people, exercising their 
rights as the master, worked, learned and lived freely 
for the first time in the history of Korea. This wonder- 
ful reality became a beacon of hope, the sour- 
ce of strength, which planted in the hearts of the Ko- 
rean people the seeds of struggle and cravings for 
liberty and a bright future. It came as a terrible bomb 
to the enemy. 
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Considering like a thorn in their side the guerrilla 
base which was expanded and strengthened day by 
cay, the Japanese imperialists desperately tried to 
destroy it in its cradle. 

The great leader anticipated stubborn “punitive 
operations” of the enemy at the beginning of the esta- 
blishment of the guerrilla bases. In the light of this, he 
saw to it that the AJPGA and the entire people of the 
cuerrilla bases firmly prepared themselves politically 
and ideologically. Thus, he successfully armed the peo- 
ple in the bases, fortified the bases and set up an ali- 
people defence system with the guerrilla units as its 
main force. 

Under the wise leadership of the great leader the 
guerrillas and people, relying on this powerful defence 
system, inflicted an annihilating blow upon the desper- 
ately-resisting enemy and heroically fought like im- 
mortals to defend the guerrilla bases, the cradle of 
their happiness. So, though the Japanese imperialists 
launched frantic “punitive operations” against the bas- 
es, throwing in huge armed forces, they suffered a bit- 
ter setback each time. 

A well-known battle in those days was the baftle in 
defence of Hsiaowangching waged in December 1933. 

At that time the enemy, out of spite, mounted a 
general offensive against the Hsiaowangching base 
where the Headquarters of the Korean revolution was. 
The enemy rushed to this base a large force more than 
5,000 strong under cover of planes, artillery pieces and 
machine guns. The battle lasted many days. 

With unusual perspicacity the great leader made a 
clear-cut analysis of the enemy's weak points and the 
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balance of forces befween guerrillas and invaders. He 
made certain that defensive battle went on. On the 
other hand, with one unit under his personal command, 
he raided by surprise the Wangching town, a “puniti- 
ve” base of the enemy, and various other areas which 
remained empty and thus struck the enemy's rear like 
lightning. With this superb guerrilla factics he repelled 
the enemy's frantic onslaught. 

As a result of the wise leadership and distinguished 
commanding art of the great leader, the guerrillas and 
people could honourably defend the guerriila base as 
long as 4-5 years, ihough beleaguered by the enemy 
on all sides. 

Afterwards, in the light of the new changed situat- 
ion, the areat leader relinquished the querrilla bases 
along the Tuman-gang River and advanced fhe KPRA 
units to Korea and the vast areas of north and south 
Manchuria. At the same time, he started on north 
Manchurian expedition in personal command of the 
main units. In this way he greatly exerted the rev- 
olutionary influence of armed struggle on the broad 
sections of the people end conducted vigorous polliti- 
cal and military activities to arouse them more power- 
fully to the anti-Japanese struggle. 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF ARF AND ITS IMMORTAL 
TEN-POINT PROGRAMME 


The great leader Comrade Kim II Sung has said: 

“In 1936 we organized the Association fer the 
Restoration cf the Fatherland and advanced its Ten- 
Point Programme.” 

One of the most -riiliant events in the second stage 
of the anti-Japanese armed struggle was thai the great 
leader established the ARF by formulating the policy 
of an anti-Japanese national united front. 

To rally all sections of the broad masses, who were 
opposed to the Japanese imperialists, into an anti- 
Japanese national united front for the restoration of 
the lost country, was an important guarantee for the 
victory of the anti-Japanese armed struggle. 

After the Nanhutcu Meeting, the great leader map- 
ped out a far-sighted plan to bring about a new upsw- 
ing in the whole Korean’ revoluiion with tne anti- 
Japanese armed strucgle as its centre and, advancing 
to the northern border areas of Korea, undertook, 
first of all, the work to form an anii-Japansse national 
united front organizaticn. 

The great leader who had put heart and soul into 
this preparatory work since he leif Nanhutou convened 
the Tungkiang Meeting. On May 5, 1936, he announ- 
ced to the world the establishment of the Association 
for the Restoration of the Fatherland and iis Ten-Point 
Programme, Rules and Inaugura! Declaration he worked 
out in person. 
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Those present af the meeting, representing the 
unanimous will and desire of the Korean people, elect- 
ed ihe great leader Comrade Kim II Sung, the sun of 
the nation, as Chairman of the ARF. 

The ARF was a revolutionary weapon with which to 
put into full operation the revolutionary ideas of the 
great leader, the only guiding concept of the Korean 
revolution, end his Juche-oriented revolutionary line 
and a powerful revolutionary political organization 
which led the whole Korean revolution to brilliant 
victory under his unitary leadership. 

The Ten-Point Programme of the ARF advanced by 
the great leader fully reflected the basic tasks fo be 
solved by the working class at the stage of the anti-im- 
perialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution. They in- 
cluded: overthrowing Japanese imperialist colonial 
rule and establishing a genuine people’s government, 
carrying out agrarian revolution, guaranteeing demo- 
cratic rights and freedom to all sections of the people, 
eliminating the remnants of Japanese imperialist and 
feudalistic ideologies, introducing an eight-hour day 
and improving tie working and living conditions of 
the labouring people and enforcing a people's taxation 
policy, improving the tife of the masses and develop- 
ing industry and agriculture, education and culture. 

Indeed, the Ten-Point Programme of the ARF was 
a great revolutionary pregramme which most correctly 
mirrored the interests of the Korean people for nation- 
al and social liberation and comprehensively indicated 
for the first time in history the orientation and ways 
for carrying out the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, demo- 
cratic revolution in the colonial, semi-feudal society and 


146 


exercising national sovereignty and faking the straight 
road of progress and prosperity. 

Thanks to the wise leadership of the creat leader 
and because of the great attraction of the Ten-Point 
Programme and Inaugural Declaration of the ARF map- 
ped out by him in person, hundreds of thousands of 
the popular masses of all walks of life—youth, stu- 
dents, intellectuals, urban petty-bourgeoisie, medium 
and small manufacturers and traders, nationalists, pa- 
triotic religionists—not fo mention the workers and 
peasanfs—were embraced in the ARF in only several 
months despite the harsh repression by Japanese im- 
perialism. 

The ARF played a very aqreat role in firmly rallying 
the broad anti-Japanese patriotic forces around the 
great revolutionary leader Comrade Kim II Sung, in 
expanding and strengthening the mass basis for anti- 
Japanese armed struggle and in making the organiza- 
tional and ideological preparations for founding a 


party. 


BATTLES IN PFOCHCNBO AND MUSAN AREA 


After having created the ARF, the great leader set 
up the Mf. Paekdu-san base, a new base for the Ko- 
rean revolution. Using it as the centre, he energetically 
conducted military and political activities in the nor- 
thern border areas of Kcrea and other areas, which 
struck terror into the hearts of the Japanese imperi- 
alists. 

The Mt. Paekdu-san base established by the great 
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leader in the northern border area along the Amnok- 
gang and Tuman-gang rivers, was a revolutionary st- 
rategic centre and an invincible citadel which ensured 
his unified and systematic guidance over the Korean 
revolution as a whole. 

While expanding the neiwork of the ARF organiza- 
tions to cover different parts of Korea and pushing 
ahead energetically with the preparatory work for 
founding a Korean Communist Parity on a nationwide 
scale on an independent stand, relying on the Mt. 
Paekdu-san base, the great leader vigorously engaged 
in military and political activities to expand the anti- 
Japanese armed struggle into the homeland. Typical 
battles in those days were battles in Pochonbo and 
Musan area. 

At the historic Hsikiang Meeting held in March 
1937, he presented a policy for advancing into the 
homeland and worked out a plan of operations to 
attack Pochanbo, a strategic strongpoint of Korea’s 
northern frontier guard. 

The main force of the Korean People’s Revolution- 
ary Army under the great leader's personal command, 
broke through the frontier defences, loudly advertised 
by the Japanese imperialists as a “wall of iron” and 
attacked Pochonbo. 

On June 4, 1937, on the order of the great leader, 
the main force stormed into the streets in swiff and 
brave action and wiped out horde and burned and 
destroyed the Japanese imperialists’ ruling establish- 
ments in a_ twinkling. 

The streets of Pochonbo, which had been overrun 
by the Japanese imperialists, were transformed into a 


143 


scene of joy and excitement. The people—men and 
women and young and old-——rushed out from all the 
alleys and lanes. They enthusiastically welcomed 
Comrade Kim Il Sung with shouts of ‘General 
Kim Il Sung has come!” and "Our army has come!" 

The great leader made a historic speech to ihe 
cheering population, appealing for general mobiliza- 
tion to gain national resurrection. Undiminished bea- 
con fire that flared up over the sky of Pochonbo firmly 
convinced the Korean people that their country would 
be liberated and illuminated the road _ to national 
resurrection. 

Repeatedly hit hard by the KPRA’s active offensive 
operations, the Japanese imperialists, beginning in the 
latter half of 1938, threw hundreds of thousands of 
their troops into all-out “punitive operations” against 
the KPRA and launched out on an intensified terror 
campaign against the Korean people. 

On the basis of a clarifying analysis of the changed 
situation, the great leader convened ithe Nanpaitzu 
Meeting in November 1938 and set forth a new strate- 
gic policy. In accordance wiih this policy he, leading 
the KPRA main force, started the advance to the home- 
land. 

lt was at such a fime that there took place the well- 
known “Arduous March" which lasted over 100 days. 

The march from Nanpaitzu to the northern border 
area of Korea was attended wiih great difficulties and 
constant trials beyond human imagination. Throughout 
the course of this march, every day was a day of bloody 
fighting. The guerrillas had to fight with hundreds of 
thousands of enemy soldiers who stuck close to them 
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like ticks; fhey had to force their way through raging 
blizzards and heavy snow that lay to the height of a 
man; and they had io withstand the rigorous Manchu- 
rian winter when the larches are said to split with the 
cold. 

By virtue of the great leacer’s wise guidance and 
his diversified, flexible guerrilla tactics, the KPRA men 
concluded their arcluous march successfully and got to 
the border area. In May 1939 they again crossed the 
Amnok-gang River and marched to the Musan area in 
the homeland. 

The great leader dispatched a unit in the direction 
of Singaechok and advanced to the Sinsadong area 
in command of another unit to annihilate the enemy. 
He personally conducted political propaganda among 
the villagers and lumberjacks. And then he led the 
guerrillas to Taehongdan. Here he wiped out the pur- 
suing enemy with his ingenious tactics. 

After the battle in the Musan area, the KPRA 
main force led by the great leader swifily moved to 
the area northeast of Mi. Paekdu-san to conduct large- 
unit circling operations. 

As we see, in the latter haif of 1930s the great 
leader established the Mit. Paekdu-san base, a revolu- 
tionary strategic centre, and relying on this, expanded 
an anti-Japanese national united front movement and 
conducted the preparatory work of founding a revolu- 
tionary party ona nationwide scale, intensified the 
armed struggle in wider areas, while extending military 
activities deep into the homeland and dealt the Ja- 
panese imperialist agaressors one heavy blow after 
another. Thus, he brought about a new upswing in the 
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Korean revolution as a whele, centred on the anti- 
Japanese armed struggle. 


DAWN OF FATHERLAND RESTORATION 


The Second World War broke out at last at the end 
of the 1930s. 

The Japanese imperialists who were feverishly bent 
on terminating the Sino-Jepanese War quickly and ex- 
tending their war of aggression, intensified their un- 
precedented fascist suppression and plunder in Korea. 
They also made desperate efforts io obliterate every- 
thing Korean and turn Korea into their permanent 
colony, noisily talking about what they called “cam- 
paign for turning Koreans into loyal Japanese sub- 
jects”. 

Since they knew that they could not continue their 
war of invading the Continent without “wiping out" the 
Korean People’s Revolutionary Army, their threat from 
behind, the Japanese imperialists set over 200,000 
troops in motion in their last-ditch attempt to ‘‘compie- 
tely annihilate” particularly the KPRA. 

The great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung, sharply 
analysing the domestic and international situation with 
his extraordinary insight, called fhe Hsiaohaerhpaling 
Meeting in August 1940. At this meeting he predicted 
with conviction that the destruction of the Japanese 
imperialists who were on the rampage to escalate 
their war of aggression was inevitable and put forward 
a prudent policy that called for making full prepara- 
tions in order to bring about fie great revolutionary 
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event of national liberation. 

In line with this policy the creat leader personally 
led a small unit and carried out vigorous activities. 
At the same fime, he organized many small units and 
political groups and dispatched them to different parts 
of Korea and Manchuria. 

Under the wise leadership of the great leader, the 
members of small units and political groups, while 
fully training themselves to become competent military 
and political cadres, launched inio brisk military activi- 
ties—assaulf, destruction and ambush and so on—and 
carried out vigorously political work arnong broad sec- 
tions of the people. 

Firmly convinced that the great leader's policy and 
his wise leadership would bring about a new day of 
victory and boundlessly inspired by the great success 
in the anti-Japanese armed struggle, the Korean peo- 
ple, bound in infinite Icoyaliy and respect for the great 
leader, the sun of the nation, who would save the 
country and people, rose in a sacred struggle against 
the Japanese imperialists. 

In those days the ARF organizaiion in the Pungsan 
area in South Hamgyong Province wrote a propaganda 
leaflet which expressed their reverence for the great 
leader. It was entitled ‘Commander in Mt. Paekdu-san”’ 
and it was disseminated widsly among the people. It 
read: 


“Mt. Paekdu-san is renowned in Korea. It is a 
lofty mountain, hence the name, Paekdu. There, 
in the depths of the mountain an unrivalled gen- 
eral, the Commander of Korean Independence, has 
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his camp. Who is this general? He is the famous 
Commander of Korea, Genera! Kim. General Kim 
flies in all directions as if by magic. General Kim 
is the Commander of Korean Independence and a 
world-famous general. General Kim brings sun- 
light to the Korean peninsula by annihilating the 
Japanese army. The Japanese warlords fail like 
dead leaves in the autumn before General Kim's 
famous tactics. They seek escape even at the 
mention of General Kim's name. That is why our 
compatriots throughout Korea are filled with con- 
fidence in victory. General Kim will win victory 
after victory and bring independence to Korea.” 


The people, men and women, young and old, en- 
thusiastically retold legendary stories about the great 
leader whenever they got together and drew fresh 
strength and encouragement from them. They ardently 
desired that the fatherly leader, the sun of the nation, 
would liberate the country as quickly as possible. The 
desire and attempts of ihe people to join in the anti- 
Japanese armed struggle led by the great leader were 
an irresistible trend of the time. 

In those dark days when the Japanese imperialist 
suppression was at its height, the entire Korean peo- 
ple were prepared to rise as one in the battle for 
liberation of the country, following the road indicated 
by the fatherly leader whom they looked up to and 
regarded as the sun of the nation, bringing the dawn 
of liberation. The whole of Korea was on ihe eve of 
a revolutionary explosion. 

The hour of the final battle so ardenily longed for 
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was approaching. On August 9, 1945, the great leader 
gave the order to the KPRA men to start a sacred war 
to liberate the homeland. 

Receiving the order with great emoticon, the KPRA 
men, together with the Soviet Army, began breaking 
through the Japanese “impregnable ‘defence line”, and 
swept like an angry lion, attacking and wiping ouf 
the enemy as they advanced. Af the news that the 
KPRA had begun the final battle for the country’s 
liberation, the Korean people immediately joined the 
revolutionary army, destroying the hafeful Japanese 
imperialist ruling institutions everywhere. 

On August 15, 1945, Japanese imperialism bowed 
to the inevitable, and the Korean people were freed 
from the cursed lot of a stateless people. 

The glorious anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle, 
organized and led by the great !eader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung, the sun of the nation and legendary hero, 
was crowned with brilliant victory and the Korean peo- 
ple finally came to see the new dawn of national 
liberation. 

In the course of the prolonged and arduous anti- 
Japanese revolutionary struggle, the great leader 
Comrade Kim II Sung created the undiminished Juche 
idea and enriched it and thoroughly established the 
ideological system of Juche in the Korean communist 
movement. In the course ef the anti-Japanese revolu- 
tionary struggle, he fostered many hard-core commu- 
nist elements, achieved unity and cohesion of the rev- 
olutionary ranks in terms of ideology and will, perform- 
ed immortal! revolutionary exploits, gained rich and 
valuable experience and created the revolutionary 
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method of work and ithe mass style of work. He also 
laid the organizational and ideological basis for the 
founding of a revolutionary Marxist-Leninist party and 
established the glorious revolutionary traditions which 
would provide our Party and revolution with deep, 
historical roofs. 

The organizational and ideological preparation for 
founding a party and the brilliant revolutionary tradi- 
tions established by the great leader in the course of 
the anti-Japanese revolutionary siruggle constituted a 
priceless asset that contributed to strengthening and 
developing the Workers’ Party of Korea end the Ko- 
rean revolution after liberation. 
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Conclusion 


The Korean people boast a time-honoured and bril- 
liant history. 

From ancient times our valiant and intelligent peo- 
ple have undauntedly fought against the maitreatment 
of the exploiting class and repeated invasions on the 
part of foreign aggressors and developed science 
and culture by their creative labour and wisdom, and 
Korea situated in the East has given brilliant light to 
the world. Even after our country was reduced to a 
colony by the Japanese imperialist aggressors, our 
people never stopped waging all forms of anti-Ja- 
panese struggle to take back national sovereignty. 

But, because the Korean people lacked the expert 
guidance of a leader to lead them fo the correct path, 
they were compelled to suffer national misfortunes and 
calamities for a long time, and their revolutionary 
movement had to experience ups and downs and 
repeated setbacks. 

Finally, the Korean people, however, had Comrade 
Kim Il Sung as their greatest leader that they have ever 
had in their history of several thousand years. Thus 
they were able to put an end to a long-drawn-out 
history of sufferings and witness a new historic era of 
great national prosperity, a glorious era of Juche, when 
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they can hew out their own destiny independently 
and creatively. 

The great leader who had returned victorious with 
a new spring—national resurrection—analysed with his 
brilliant wisdom the serious situation caused by the 
US imperialist aggressors’ occupation of south Korea 
after liberation and, on this basis, built up a strong 
revolutionary democratic base in the northern half of 
our Republic for the independent reunification of the 
country and the nationwide victory of the Korean re- 
volution. 

The great leader led the two revolutionary wars 
against Japanese and US imperialisms to signal victory, 
thus demonstrating the honour of the country and peo- 
ple to the whole world and making undying coniribu- 
tions to strengthening and developing the national 
liberation struggle in colonies and anti-imperialist, anti- 
US struggle. 

The great leader, a past master of the art of crea- 
tion and construction, led to victory the anti-imperialist, 
anti-feudal, democratic revolution and the socialist re- 
volution and socialist construction in our country where 
backwardness remained for many centuries and every- 
thing was reduced to ashes during the Korean war, 
thus building a new, prosperous Korea of Chollima 
in Asia—a powerful, magnificent socialist industrial 
state, independent, self-supporting and self-defensive. 

The great leader carried out our socialist revolu- 
tion and construction in a unique way which resulted 
in bringing about epochal changes in all fields—nature 
and society, politics and economy, ideology and mor- 
ality, education and science and arts. 
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Great changes never known in our history of thou- 
sands of years, honour and dignity of Juche Korea 
radiating hope to the world and boundless happiness 
our people ere enioying—these are a splendid fruit of 
the wise leadership of the great revolutionary leader 
Comrade Kim I! Sung, the sun of the nation, and his 
great affection and deep care. 

Precisely because the Korean people are under the 
superb guidance of the great leader they have been 
able to throw lustre on their honour and dignity. From 
this leadership came a happy and fruitful life as we 
see today in the northern half of our Republic. It is 
also from this that there has opened up a brighter 
future when the entire Korean people will enjoy eter- 
nal prosperity and grandeur in a reunified country 
of 3,000-ri expanse. 

The undiminished feats performed by the great 
leader who has given a lustre to the dignity and 
honour of the Korean nation and provided our people 
with the greatest happiness will shed brilliant light 
forever, together with the proud history of our glorious 
homeland thriving as days go by. 
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